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‘abide our question, Thou art free

e ask and ask—Thou smilest and art still,
-tepping kpawledge. For the loftiest hill
to the sfars uncrowns his majesty.

ting his steadfast footsteps in the sea,

kipg -the heaven of heavens his dwelling-place,
jares bat the clewdy border of his base

AP the foil'd ,‘Seu&ing of mortality :

¥ thou, wlio didst the stars” and sunbeams know,

-school’d, ‘self-scanned, self-honour'd, self-secure,

st tread on earth unguessed at.—Better so !-

pains the immortal spirit must endure,
weakness which impairs, all griefs which bow,
nd their sole speech ia that victorious brow.
MATTHEW ARNOLD,
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& The time is out of joint; O cursed spite,
That ever I was born to set it right!”

IN these words, I imagine, is the key to Hamlet's whole
procedure, and to me it is clear that Shakespeare sought
to depict a great deed laid upon a soul unequal to the per-
formance of it. In this view I find the piece composed
throughout. Here is an oak-tree planted in a costly vase,
which should have received into its bosom only lovely
flowers; the roots spread out, the vase is shivered to

pieces.

A beautiful, pure, and most moral nature, without the
strength of nerve which makes the hero, sinks beneath a
burden which it can neither bear nor throw off ; every duty
is holy to him,—this too hard. The impossible is required
of him,—not the impossible in itself, but the impossible to
him. How he winds, turns, agonizes, advances, and re-
ooils, ever reminded, ever reminding himself, and at last
almost loses his purpose from his thoughts, without ever
again recovering his peace of mind. . . .

It pleases, it flatters us greatly, to see a hero who acts
of himself, who loves and hates us as his heart prompts,
undertaking and executing, thrusting aside all hindrances,
and accomplishing a great purpose. Historians and poets
would fain persuade us that so proud a lot may fall to man.
In Hamlet we are taught otherwise ; the hero has no plan,
but the piece is full of plan. . . .

Hamlet is endowed more properly with sentiment than
with a character ; it is events alone that push him on ; and
accordingly the piece has somewhat the amplification of a
novel. But as it is Fate that draws the plan, as the piece
proceeds from a deed of tervor, and the hero is steadily
driven on to a deed of terror, the work is tragic in its
highest sense, and admits of no other than a tragic end.

GoeTHR : Wilkelm Meister.



Preface.

The Early Editions. The authorised text of Hamlet is
based on (i.) a Quarto edition published in the year 1604, and
(ii.) the First Folio version of 1623, where the play follows
Julius Cesar and Macbeth, preceding King Lear. The Quarto of
1604 has the following title-page :—

“ Tax | Tragicall Historie of | HAMLET, | Prince of Denmarie. |
By William Shakespeare. | Newly imprinted and enlarged to
almost as much | againe as it was, according to the true and
perfect | Coppie. | AT LonpoN, | Printed by L R, for N. L. and
are to be sold at his | shoppe vnder Saint Dunston’s Church in |
Flectstreet. 1604 ” (v, No. 2 of Shakespere Quarto Facsimiles,
issued by W, Griggs, under the superintendence of Dr Furnival).

A comparison of the two texts shows that they are derived
from independent sources ; neitheris a true copy of the author’s
manuscript ; the Quarto edition, though very carelessly printed,
is longer than the Folio version, and is essentially more valuable ;
on the other hand, the Folio version contains a few passages
which are not found in the Quarto, and contrasts favourably with
it in the less important matter of typographical accuracy (vide
Notes, passim).

The two editions represent, in all probability, two distinct
acting versions of Shakespeare’s perfect text.

Quarto editions appeared in 1605, 1613, circs 1613-1637, 1637

v



Preface. om Hamlet,

each is derived from the edition immediately preceding it, the
Quarto of 1605 differing from that of 1604 only in the slightest
degree.

The First Quarto. The 1604 edition is generally known
as the Second Quarto, to distinguish it from a remarkable pro-
duction which appeared in the previous year :—

¢The | Tragicall Historie of | HaMLET | Prince of Denmarke

| By William Shake-speare, | As it hath beene diuerse timis acted
by his Highnesse ser- | uants in the Cittie of London : asalso in
the two V- | niuersities of Cambridge and Oxford, and else-where
| At London printed for N: L. and John Trundell. | 1603.”

No copy of this Quarto was known until 1823, when Sir
Henry Bunbury discovered the treasure in ¢ a small Quarto, bar-
barously cropped, and very ill-bound,’ containing some dozen
Shakespearian plays. It ultimately became the property of the
Duke of Devonshire for the sum of £230. Unfortunately, the
last page of the play was missing,

In 1856 another copy was bought from a student of Trinity
College, Dublin, by a Dublin book-dealsr, for one shilling, and
sold by him for £70; it is now in the British Museum. Inthis
copy the title-page is lacking, but it supplies the missing last
page of the Devonshire Quarto,*

* In 1858 a lithographed facsimile was issued by the Duke, in a very
limited impression. The first serviceable edition, and still perhaps the best,
appeared in 1860, together with the Quarto of 1604, * Seing exact Reprints
of the First and Second Editions of Shakespeard's great Drama, from the
very vare Originals in the possession of his Grace the Duke of Devonskire 3
with the two texts printed on oppesite pages, and 80 arvanged that the
parallel passages face eackh other. And a Bibliograghical Preface by
.}‘mul Timmins. « . o Inokeh:ietevpont'hill’icnue.mdonthis."



Prince of Denmark s Preface.

In connection with the publication of the 1603 Quarto,
reference must be made to the foilowing entry in the Statisers’

Regristers smm
: **[160a) xxvj % Julij.

James. Reberies. Entered for his Copie vnder the handes of master
Pagfield and master Watersom Warden A booke called
¢ the Revenge of HAMLETT Prince (of ) Denmarke’ as
¥t was lateli Acted 8y the Lord Chambericyne his ser-

! vantes . . . . o vid"

James Robertes, the printer of the 1604 edition, may also have
been the printer of the Quarto of 1603, and this entry may have
had reference to its projected publication ; it is noteworthy that
in 1603 ¢the Lord Chamberlain’s Servants” became ¢ The
King’s Players,” and the Quarto states that the play had been
acted “ by His Highness’ Servants.” On the other hand, the
entry may have been made by Robertes to secure the play to him-
self, and some “inferior and nameless printer” may have anti-
cipated him by the publication of an imperfect, surreptitious,
and garbled version, impudently offering as Shakespeare’s such
wretched stuff as this ;:—

4 To be, or not to be, I there's the point,
To Die, to slecpe, is that all: I all?
No, to sleepe, to dreame, I mary there it goss,
Forin that dreame of death, when wee awake,
And Borne before an cevlasting Judge ;
From whence no passengey ecver return'd,
The vndiscoured country, at whose sight
The happy smile, and the accursed damn'd.”

The dullest poetaster could not have been guilty of this non-

Lithographic reprints were also issued by E. W. Ashbee and W, Griggs;
the text is reprinted in the Cambridge Shakespeare, efc.
vii
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sense: a second-rate playwright might have put these last words
in Hamlet’s mouth :—
“ Mine eyes have lost theiy sight, my tongwue his vse:
Farewell Horatio, heaven receive my sonle :*

@ TRe rest is silence "—Shakespeare’s supreme touch is here,

A rapid examination of the first Quarto reveals the following
among its chief divergences:—(1.) the difference in length ; 2143
lines as against 3719 in the later Quarto ; (ii.) the mutilation,
or omission, of many passages ¢distinguished by that blending of
psychological insight with imagination and fancy, which is the
highest manifestation of Shakespeare’s genius;” (iii.) absurd
misplacement and maiming of lines ; distortion of words and
phrases ; (iv.) confusion in the order of the scenes; (v.) differ-
ence in characterisation; ¢g. the Queen’s avowed innocence (¢ Bu#
as I have a soul, I swear by heaveny I never bnew of this most Rorrid
murder’”), and her active adhesion to the plots against her guilty
husband ; (vi.) this latter aspect is brought out in a special
scene between Horatio and the Queen, omitted in the later
version; (vii.) the names of some of the characters are not the
same as in the subsequent editions; Corambis and Montano, for
Polonius and Reynalds. 'What, then, is the history of this Quarto ?
In the first place it is certain that it must have been printed
without authority ; in all prebability shorthand notes taken by
an incompetent stenographer during the performance of the play
formed the basis of the printer’s ¢ copy.” Thomas Heywood
alludes to this method of obtaining plays in the prologue to his
If you know not mey you know no bodie :—

¢ (This) did throng the Seats, the Boxes, and the Stage

So much, that some by Stemography drew
The plot : put it in print : (scarce one word tyew).”

The main question at issue is the relation of this piratical version
viii



Prince of Denmark s Preface.

to Shakespeare’s work. The various views may be divided as
follows :—(i.) there are those who maintain that it is an im-
perfect production of an old Hamlt written by Shakespeare in
his youth, and revised by him in his maturer years; (i.)
others contend that both the First and Second Quartos re-
present the same version, the difference between the two
editions being due to carelessness and incompetence; (iii.)
a third class holds, very strongly, that the First Quarto is a
garbled version of an old-fashioned play of Hamlet, written by
some other dramatist, and revised to a certain extent by Shake-
speare about the year 1602 ; so that the original of Quarto 1 repre-
sented Shakespeare’s Hamlet in an intermediate stage ; in Quarto
2 we have for the first time the complete metamorphosis. All
the evidence seems to point to this third view as a plausible settle-
ment of the problem ; there is little to be said in favour of the
first and second theories,

The Lost Hamlet. There is no doubt that a play on the
subject of Hamlet existed as early as 1589, in which year there
dG ’s Menaphon, with a prefatory epistle by Thomas
Nah, containing a summary review of contemporary literature,
The following passage occurs in his ¢ talk > with ¢a few of our
triviall translators® ;—
¢t is a common practice now a daies amongst a sort of
shifting companions, that runne through every arte and thrive
by none to leave the trade of Neverist (i.e. attorney) whereto
they were borne, and busie themselves with the endevours
of art, that could scarcelie latinize their neck verse if they
should have neede; yet English Seneca read by candle-light

yeeldes manie good sentences, as Bloud ir a beggar, and so -

forth: and if you intreate hi‘:n faire in a frostie morning,
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he will afoord you whole Hamlets, I should say Handfulls of
tragical speaches. But O grief! Tempus edax rerum; what is
it that will last always? The sea exhaled by drops will in
continuance be drie; and Senaca, let bloud line by line, and
page by page, at length must needs die to our stage.” The play
alluded to by Nash did not die to our stage till the end of the
century ; in Henslowe’s Diary we find an entry :—¢¢ g. of June
1594. « . . R[eceive]d at hamlet, viijs: "

the play was performed by the Lord Chamberlain’s men, the
company to which Shakespeare belonged.

¢¢[Hate Virtue is] a foul lubber,” wrote Lodge in Wit’s
Miserie, and the World's Madness, 1596, “ and looks as pale as the
wisard of the ghost, which cried so miserally at the theator, like
an oyster-wife, Hawlet revenge.” *

In all probability Thomas Kyd was the author of the play
alluded to in these passages; his probable authorship is borne
out by Nash’s subsequent allusion to ¢the Kidde in /Esope’s
fable,” as also by the character of his famous Spanish Tragedy.t

* Several other allusions occur during the early years of the seven-
teenth century, evidently to the older Hamlet, ¢.g. Dekker's Satiro-
mastix, 1603, (*“My Name's Hamlet revenge”); Westward Hoe, 1607
(“Let these husbands play mad Hamlet, and cry revenge™); Rowland’s
The Night Raven, 1618 (“1 will not cry Hamlet Revemge”™), eic.
There is a comic passage in The Looking Glass jfor London and Eng-
land, written by Lodge and Greene, probably before 1589, which strikes
me as a burlesque reminiscence of the original of Hamlet, Act I.
Sc. ii. 184-240; Adam, the smith’s man, exclaims thus to the Clown :
—* Alas, sir, your father,—why, sir, methinks I see the gentleman still:
a proper youth he was, faith, aged some forty and ten; his beard
rat’s colour, half black, half white; his nose was in the highest degree
of noses,” etc.

t TRe Spanish Tragedy and Kyd's other plays are printed in Dodsley’s
Old Plays, An interesting point in Kyd's biography (vide Dict. Nat,
Biog.) is that his father wasin all probability a sort of Noverins,

x
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Hamlet and The Spanisk Tragedy may well be described as twin-
dramas ;* they are both dramas of vengeance; the ghost of the
victim tells his story in the one play as in the other; the heroes
simulate madness ; & faithfal Horatio figures in each; a play-
scene brings about the catastrophe in TAc Spanish Tragedy, even
as it helps forward the catastrophe in Hawl/et; in both plays
Nemesis involves in its meshes the innocent as well as the
guilty,—the perpetrators of the wrong and the instruments of
vengeance. ‘To this same class of drama belongs Titws Axdronicus,
and it is interesting to note that early in his career Shakespeare
put his hand to 2 Hamletian tragedy.t Nash’s reference to the
Senecan character of the lost Hamlet receives considerable confir-
mation when one remembers that Kyd translated into English,
from the French, Garnier’s Senecan drama entitled Cornelia, and
itis possible that even in Shakespeare’s Hamlet we can still detect
the fossil remains of Senecan moralisations which figured in the
older play, and which were Kyd’s reminiscences of Garnier.t

* So much 50 was this the case that ** young Hamlet,” and *‘old Hiero-
nimo,” were often referred to together, and the parts were taken by the
same actors, ¢f. Burbadge's elegy :—

“Young Hamlet, old Hieronimo,
King Leir, the grieved Moore, and more beside
That liv'd in him, bave now for ever died :”

5 the two plays were, I think, confused : thus, Armin in his
Nest of Ninnies (1608) writes :—* There are, as Hamlet saies, things cald
whips in store ;” Hieronimo certainly says so in the most famous passage
of The Spanish Tragedy.

¥ Vide Preface to Titus Andronicus.

t ¢.2. A thoroughly Senecan sentiment is the Queen’s

4 Thou know'st 'tis common ; all that lives must die,
Passing through nature to eternity }*
+ It occurs almost verbatim in Comdia‘.i
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-The German Hamlet. It is possible that elthough the
pre-Shakespearian Hawlet has perished, we have some portion of
the play preserved in a German MS. version bearing the date,
¢¢ Pretz, October 27th 1710,” which is probably a late and
modernised copy of a much older manuscript. The play, entitled

‘Der Bestrafte Brudermord oder: Prinz Hamlet aus Dinnemark”
(Fratricide Punished, or Prince Hamlet of Denmark) was first printed
in the year 1781, and has been frequently reprinted ; the text,
with an English translation, is given in Cohn's fascinating work,
¢ Shakespeare in Germany in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries: An
account of English Actors in Germany and ihe Netherlands, and of the
Plays performed by them during the same period” (London, 1865).
The ¢ English Comedians’ in all probability carried their play
to Germany towards the end of XVI, Century, when a rough
German translation was made; but the earliest record of a per-
formance of Hamwldt a Prins in Dennemarch, by ¢ the English
actors,” belongs to the year 1626.*

‘The intrinsic value of Fratricide Punished is small indeed, but
two points of historical interest are noteworthy :—(i.) Polonius,
as in the First Quarto, is here represented by Corambus, and
(ii.) a prologue precedes the play, the persons represented therein
being Night, Alecto, Thisiphone, Micgera, A strong case can, I
think, be made out for the view that this thoroughly Senecan
Prologue represents a fragment of the pre-Shakespearian play to
which Nash and others made allusion : herein lies the chief merit
of this soulless and coarse production.

* In connection with the subject of Hasmlet one must not forget the visit
of Lord Leicester's servants to Denmark in 1585; Kempe, Bryan, and Pope,
three of the company, subsequently joined the Chamberlain's company, and
were actors in Shakespeare’s plays. Shakespeare’s remarkable knowledge

:‘f&mhhmmmandmmmmyhnbeen derived from these friends
xii
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Date of Composition. This question has been indirectly
touched upon in the previous paragraphs, and it follows from
what has been said that the date of revision, as represented by
the Second Quarto, may be fixed at about 1603, while the First
Quarto, judging by the entry in the Stationers’ Books, belongs to
about 1601 at all events a version of Hamlet, recognised as
Shakespeare’s, was in existence before 1602, It is significant
that the play is not mentioned in Meres’ Palladis Tamia, 1598.
In the matter of the date of the play ¢ the travelling of the
players” (Act IL. Sc. Hi., 343, e%.) is of interest. It must be
noted that we have three different forms of the passage in
gquestion :—(i.) the reason for the ¢travelling’ in Q. 1 is the
popularity of a Company of Children; (iL) In Q. 2 “:heir inki-
bition comes by the means of the late innovation”; (1il.) in the Folio
(the reading in the text) both causes (i.) and (ii.) are combined.

Now it is known that (1.) in 1601 Shakespeare’s Company was
in disgrace, perhaps because of its share in the Essex Conspiracy ;
(ii.) that during this year the Children of the Chapel Royal
were acting at Blackfriars; (1ii.) that towards the end of the
year the Globe Company were ¢ travelling.® Two views are
possible, either that ¢ inkibition” is used technically for ¢¢a pro-
hibition of theatrical performances by authority ”; and ¢ inneva-
tion® = ¢the political innovation,” or that inibition = ¢non-
residence,” and ¢ innovation * refers to the Company of Children
(vide Halliwell-Phillips’ Outlines of the Life of Shakespeare; Fleay's
Chronicle History of the London Stage).

Over and above these points of evidence In fixing the date
there is the intimate connection of Hamlet and Julius Casar.*

* Vide Preface to Julius Casar.
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The Source of the Story. The ultimate source of the
plot of Hamlet is the Histeria Danica of Saxo Grammaticus (i.e.
¢the Léttered "), Denmark’s first writer of impomnoe, who
lived at the close of the twelfth century.® Saxo’s Latinity was
much admired, and even Erasmus wondered ‘¢ how a Dane at
that day could have such a force of eloquence.” Epitomes in
Latin and Low-German were made during the fifteenth century,
and Saxo’s materials were utilised in various ways, until at
length the first printed edition appeared in the year 1514; a
second was issued in 1534, and a third in 1576, The tale
of Hamlet, contained in the third and fourth books, is certainly
the most striking of all Saxo’s mythical hero-stories, quite
apart from its Shakespearian interest, and Goethe, recognising
its dramatic possibilities, thought of treating the subject dra-
matically on the basis of Saxo’s narrative. It is noteworthy
that already in the fifteenth century the story was well known
throughout the North, ¢ trolled far and wide in popular
song”; but its connexion with the English drama was due
to the French version given in Belleforest’s Histoires Tragiques ;
the Hamlet story first appeared in the fifth volume, published
in 1570, and again in 1581, 1582, 1591, #c. A black-letter
English rendering is extant, but the date of the unique copy
fs 1608, and in certain points shows the influence of the
play. There is no evidence that an earlier English version
existed. The author of the pre-Shakespearian Hamlet, and Shake-

* There is an allusion to Hamlet in Icelandic literature some two hun-
dred years before Saxo; and to tlis day *‘ Amlothe” (i.e. Hamlet) is
synonymous with ¢ /00’ among the folk there, The history of ¢ Hamlet
in Iceland’ is of great interest (vide the Ambales-saga, edited by the

writer, published in 1898 by David Nutt). According to Zinzow
and others the S.gn is originally a n;ti'um-myth (vide Die Hamletsage).
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speare too, may well have read the story in Belleforest’s Histoires.*
Few studies in literary origins are more instructive than to
examine how the ¢ rich barbarous tale ” of the Danish historian
has become transformed into the great soul-tragedy of modern
literature. In Saxo’s Amlth we have at least the frame-
work of Shakespeare’s Hamlt —the murder of the father
by a jealous uncle; the mother’s incestuous marriage with

, the murderer; the son’s feigned madness in order to execute
revenge ; there are the vague originals of Ophelia and Polo-
nius ; the meeting of mother and son ; the voyage to England ;
all these familiar elements are found in the old tale, But
the ghost, the play-scene, and the culmination of the play in the
death of the hero as well as of the objects of his revenge, these
are elements which belong essentially to the machinery of the
Elizabethan Drama of vengeance, It is of course unnecessary to
dwell on the subtler distinction between the easily understood
Amleth and ¢ the eternal problem’ of Hamiet.t ‘Taine has said
that the Elizabethan Renaissance was a Renaissance of the
Saxon genius ; from this point of view it is significant that its
crowning glory should be the presentment of a typical Northern
hero,—an embodiment of the Northern character;

“dark and true and tender is the Rorth.”

* To Mr. Oliver Elton, Prof. York Powell, and the Folk-Lore Society,
we owe the first English rendering of the mythical portion of Saxo’s work,
and a valuable study of Saxo’s sources (published by David Nutt, 189¢).

t A résumé of Hamlet criticism is given in Vol. II. of Furness' noble
edition of the play (London and Philadelphia, 1877)
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m king f“‘ Denmark, A
) som to the late, and nephew to ) ent hil
Povronius, lord chamberlain, proess Kig.
Horario, friend to Hamlet,
Larrtes, son to Polonius,
VoLrmaND,
gonm.ws,
OSENCRANTZ,
GUILDENSTEIRN, courtiers,
Osric,
A Gentleman,
A Priest.
MarczLrus,
BerNARDO, officers.
FraNcisco, @ soldier,
REYNALDO, servant to Polonius,
Players,
Two clowns, grave-diggers,
FoRTINBRAS, prince of Norway.
A Captain.
English Ambassadors.

GrRTRUDE, gueen of Denmarky and mother to Hamlet,
OPHELIA, daughter to Polonius,

Lords, Ladies, Officers, Soldiers, Sailors, Messengers, and other
Attendants,

Ghost of Hamlet’s Father,

Scane: Denmark.



The Tragedy of

Hamlet, Prince of Denmark.

Act First.

Scene 1.

Elinore. A platform before the castle.
Francisco at bis post.  Enter to bim Bernardo.

Ber. Who’s there?
Fran. Nay, answer me : stand, and unfold yourself.
Ber. Long live the king !
Fran. Bernardo?
Ber. He.
Fran. You come most carefully upon your hour, )
Ber. ’Tis now struck twelve ; get thee to bed, Francisco.
Fran. For this relief much thanks: ’tis bitter cold,
And I am sick at heart.
Ber. Have you had quiet guard ?
Fran, Not a mouse stirring. 10
Ber. Well, good night.
324



Act L. Sc. i. ;’!Hamlet,

If you do meet Horatio and Marcellus,
The rivals of my watch, bid them make haste.
Fran. 1think I hear them. Stand, ho! Who is there?

Enter Horatio and Marcellus.

Hor. Friends to this ground.
Mar. And liegemen to the Dane.
Fran. Give you good night.
Mar. O, farewell, honest soldier :
Who hath relieved you ?
Fran. Bernardo hath my place.
Give you good night. [Exit.
Mar. Holla! Bernardo!
Ber. Say,
What, is Horatio there?
Hor. A piece of him.
Ber. Welcome, Horatio ; welcome, good Marcellus. 20
Mar. What, has this thing appear’d again to-night ?
Ber, T have seen nothing.
Mar. Horatio says ’tis but our fantasy,
And will not let belief take hold of him
Touching this dreaded sight, twice seen of us:
Therefore I have entreated him along
With us to watch the minutes of this night,
That if again this apparition come,
L]
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Prince of Denmark ¢ Actl. Sc. i.

He may approve our eyes and speak to it.

Hor. Tush, tush, *twill not appear.

Ber. Sit down a while; 30
And let us once again assail your ears,
Thhat are so fortified against our story,
What we have two nights seen.

Hor. Well, sit we down,
And let us hear Bernardo speak of this.

Ber. Last night of all,
‘When yond same star that’s westward from the pole
Had made his course to illume that part of heaven
‘Where now it burns, Marcellus and myself,
The bell then beating one,—

Enter Ghost.

Mar. Peace, break thee off ; look, where it comes again !
Ber. In the same figure, like the king that’s dead. 41
- Mar. Thou art a scholar ; speak to it, Horatio.
Ber. Looks it not like the king ? mark it, Horatio.
Hor. Most like: it harrows me with fear and wonder.
Ber. It would be spoke to.
Mar. Question it, Horatio.
~ Hor. What art thou, that usurp’st this time of night,
Together with that fair and warlike form
In which the majesty of buried Denmark
3
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Did sometimes march ? by heaven I charge thee,
speak !
Mar. 1t is offended.
Ber. See, it stalks away ! 50
Hor. Stay! speak, speak ! I charge thee, speak !
[ Exit Ghost.
Mar, *Tis gone, and will not answer,
Ber. How now, Horatio! you tremble and look pale :
Is not this something more than fantasy ?
What think you on’t?
Hor. Before my God, I might not this believe
Without the sensible and true avouch
Of mine own eyes.
Mar. Is it not like the king?
Hor. As thou aft to thyself:
Such was the very armour he had on 60 |
When he the ambitious Norway combated ;
So frown’d he once, when, in an angry parle,
He smote the sledded Polacks on the ice.
*T'is strange.
Mar. Thus twice before, and jump at this dead hour,
‘With martial stalk hath he gone by our watch.
Hor. In what particular thought to work I know not ;
But, in the gross and scope of my opinion,
This bodes some strange eruption to our state.
4
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Mar. Good now, sit down, and tell me, he that knows,
Why this same strict and most obeervant watch 71
So nightly toils the subject of the land,

And why such daily cast of brazen cannon,

And foreign mart for implements of war ;

‘Why such impress of shipwrights, whose sore task
Does not divide the Sunday from the week ;
What might be toward, that this sweaty haste
Doth make the night joint-labourer with the day:
Who is’t that can inform me?

Hor. That can I;

At least the whisper goes so. Our last king, 80

Whose image even but now appear’d to us,

Was, as you know, by Fortinbras of Norway,

Thereto prick’d on by a most emulate pride,

Dared to the combat ; in which our valiant Hamlet—

For 8o this side of our known world esteem’d him—

Did slay this Fortinbras ; who by a seal’d compact,

Well ratified by law and heraldry,

Did forfeit, with his life, all those his lands

Which he stood seized of, to the conqueror :

Against the which, a moiety competent 90

Was gaged by our king ; which had return’d

To the inheritance of Fortinbras,

Had he been vanquisher ; as, by the same covenant
]
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And carriage of the article design’d,
His fell to Hamlet. Now, sir, young Fortinbras,
Of unimproved metal hot and full,
Hath in the skirts of Norway here and there
Shark’d up a list of lawless resolutes,
For food and diet, to some enterprise
That hath a stomach in’t: which is no other— 100
A it doth well appear unto our state—
But to recover of us, by strong hand
And terms compulsatory, those foresaid lands
So by his father lost : and this, I take it,
Is the main motive of our preparations,
The source of this our watch and the chief head
Of this post-haste and romage in the land.
Ber. 1 think it be no other but e’en so0:
Well may it sort, that this portentous figure
Comes armed through our watch, so like the king
That was and is the question of these wars. 111
Hor. A mote it is to trouble the mind’s eye.
In the most high and palmy state of Rome,
A little ere the mightiest Julius fell,
The graves stood tenantless, and the sheeted dead
Did equeak and gibber in the Roman streets :

.

As stars wnth trains of ﬁre and devn of blood,
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Disasters in the sun; and the moist star,
Upon whose influence Neptune’s empire stands,
Was sick almost to doomeday with eclipse : 120
And even the like precurse of fierce events,
As harbingers preceding still the fates
And prologue to the omen coming on,
' Have heaven and earth together demonstrated
Unto our climatures and countrymen.

Re-enter Ghost,

But soft, behold! lo, where it comes again!
I’ll cross it, though it blast me. Stay, illusion!
If thou hast any sound, or use of voice,
Speak to me:
If there be any good thing to be done, 130
That may to thee do ease and grace to me,
. Speak to me:
If thou art privy to thy country’s fate,
Which, happily, foreknowing may avoid,
O, speak !
Or if thou hast uphoarded in thy life
Extorted treasure in the womb of earth,
For which, they say, you spirits oft walk in death,
Speak of it: stay, and speak! [Zke cock crows.]
Stop it, Marcellus.
7
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Mar. Shall I strike at it with my partisan ? 140
Hor. Do, if it will not stand.
Ber, *T'is here!
Hor. ’T'is here!
Mar. ’Tis gone! [Exit Ghost.
We do it wrong, being so majestical,
To offer it the show of violence ;
For it is, as the air, invulnerable,
And our vain blows malicious mockery.
Ber. It was about to speak, when the cock crew.
Hor. And then it started like a guilty thing
Upon a fearful summons. I have heard,
The cock, that is the trumpet to the morn, 150
Doth with his lofty and shrill-sounding throat
Awake the god of day, and at his warning,
Whether in sea or fire, in earth or air,
The extravagant and erring spirit hies
To his confine : and of the truth herein
This present object made probation.
Mar. Tt faded on the crowmg of the cock.
Some say that ever ’gainst that season comes
Wherein our Saviour’s birth is celebrated,
The bird of dawning singeth all night long: 160
And then, they say, no spirit dare stir abroad,
The nights are wholeso‘me, then no planets strike,
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No fairy takes nor witch hath power to charm,
So hallow’d and so gracious is the time.
Hor. So have I heard and do in part believe it.
But look, the morn, in russet mantle clad,
Walks o’er the dew of yon high eastward hill :
Break we our watch up; and by my advice,
Let us impart what we have seen to-night
Unto young Hamlet ; for, upon my life, 170
This spirit, dumb to us, will speak to him :
Do you consent we shall acquaint him with it,
As needful in our loves, fitting our duty?
Mar. Let’s do’t, I pray; and I this morning know
Where we shall find him most conveniently.
[Excunt.

Scene II.
A room of state in the castle.

Flourish.  Enter the King, Queen, Hamlet, Polowius,
Laertes, Voltimand, Cornelius, Lords, and Attendants.

King. Though yet of Hamlet our dear brother’s death
| The memory be green, and that it us befitted
To bear our hearts in grief and our whole kingdom

‘To be contracted in one brow of woe.
®
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Yet so far hath discretion fought with nature |
That we with wisest sorrow think on him,

Together with remembrance of ourselves.
Therefore our sometime sister, now our queen,
The imperial jointress to this warlike state,
Have we, as twere with a defeated joy,—
With an auspicious and a dropping eye,
With mirth in funeral and with dirge in marriage,
In equal scale weighing delight and dole,—
Taken to wife : nor have we herein barr’d
Your better wisdoms, which have freely gone
With this affair along. For all, our thanks.
Now follows, that you know, young Fortinbras,
Holding a weak supposal of our worth,
Or thinking by our late dear brother’s death
Our state to be disjoint and out of frame, 20
Colleagued with this dream of his advantage,
He hath not fail’d to pester us with message,
Importing the surrender of those lands
Lost by his father, with all bonds of law,
To our most valiant brother. So much for him.
Now for ourself, and for this time of meeting :
Thus much the business is : we have here writ
To Norway, uncle of young Fortinbras,—
Who, impotent and bed-rid, scarcely hears

10
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Cor.
Vol.

Of this his nephew’s purpose,—to suppress 30
His further gait herein ; in that the levies,

"The lists and full proportions, are all made

Out of his subject : and we here dispatch

You, good Cornelius, and you, Voltimand,

For bearers of this greeting to old Norway,

Giving tc you no further personal power

To business with the king more than the scope

Of these delated articles allow.

Farewell, and let your haste commend your duty.

} In that and all things will we show our duty. 40

King. We doubt it nothing : heartily farewell.

Laer.

[Exeunt Voltimand and Corneliss.
And now, Laertes, what’s the news with you?
You told us of some suit ; what is ’t, Laertes ?
You cannot lpeak of reason to the Dane,
And lose your voice: what wouldst thou beg, Laertel,
That shall not be my offer, not thy asking ?
The head is not more native to the heart,
The hand more instrumental to the mouth,
Than is the throne of Denmark to thy father.
What wouldst thou have, Laertes ?

My dread lord, so

Your leave and favour to return to France,
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From whence though willingly I came to Denmark,
To show my duty in your coronation,
Yet now, I must confess, that duty done,
My thoughts and wishes bend again toward France
And bow them to your gracious leave and pardon.
King. Have you your father’s leave ? What says Polonius?
Pol. He hath, my lord, wrung from me my slow leave
By laboursome petition, and at last
Upon his will I seal’d my hard consent : 60
I do beseech you, give him leave to go.
King. Take thy fair hour, Laertes ; time be thine,
And thy best graces spend it at thy will !
But now, my cousin Hamlet, and my son,—
Ham, [Aside] A little more than kin, and less than kind.
King. How is it that the clouds still hang on you?
Ham. Not so, my lord ; I am too much i’ the sun.
Queen. Good Hamlet, cast thy nighted colour off,
And let thine eye look like a friend on Denmark.
Do not for ever with thy vailed lids 70
Seek for thy noble father in the dust:
Thou know’st "tis common ; all that lives must die,
Passing through nature to eternity.
Ham. Ay, madam, it is common.
Queen. If it be,
Why seems it so particular with thee ?
18
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Ham. Seems, madam ! nay, it is; I know not ¢seems.’
*T'is not alone my inky cloak, good mother,
Nor customary suits of solemn black,
Nor windy suspiration of forced breath,
No, nor the fruitful river in the eye, 8o
Nor the dejected haviour of the visage,
Together with all forms, moods, shapes of grief,
That can denote me truly : these indeed seem,
For they are actions that a man might olay :
But I have that within which passeth show ;
These but the trappings and the suits of woe.

King. *Tis sweet and commendable in your nature,

Hamlet,
To give these mourning duties to your father :
But, you must know, your father lost a father,
That father lost, lost his, and the survivor bound go
In filial obligation for some term
To do obsequious sorrow : but to persever
In obstinate condolement is a course
Of impious stubbornness ; ’tis unmanly grief:
It shows a will most incorrect to heaven,
A heart unfortified, a mind impatient,
An understanding simple and unschool’d :
For what we know must be and is as common
As any the most vulgar thing to sense,
: 13
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Why should we in our peevish opposition 100

Take it to heart? Fie! ’tis a fault to heaven,

A fault against the dead, a fault to nature,

To reason most absurd, whose common theme

Is death of fathers, and who still hath cried,

From the first corse till he that died to-day,

¢This must be so.” We pray you, throw to earth

This unprevailing woe, and think of us

As of a father : for let the world take note,

You are the most immediate to our throne,

And with no less nobility of love 110

Than that which dearest father bears his son

Do I impart toward you. For your intent

In going back to school in Wittenberg,

It is most retrograde to our desire :

And we beseech you, bend you to remain

Here in the cheer and comfort of our eye,

Our chiefest courtier, cousin and our son.

Queen. Let not thy mother lose her prayers, Hamlet :

I pray thee, stay with us; go not to Wittenberg.
Ham. 1 shall in all my best obey you, madam. 120
King. Why, ’tis a loving and a fair reply :

Be as ourself in Denmark. Madam, come ;

This gentle and unforced accord of Hamlet

Sits smiling to my heart : in grace whereof;

k¢
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No jocund health that Denmark drinks to-day,
But the great cannon to the clouds shall tell,
And the king’s rouse the heaven shall bruit again,
Re-speaking earthly thunder. Come away.
[ Flourish. Esxeunt all but Hamlet,
Ham. O, that this too too solid flesh would melt,
P Thaw and resolve itself into a dew ! 130
Or that the Everlasting had not fix’d
His canon ’gainst self-slaughter! O God! God!
How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable
Seem to me all the uses of this world !
Fieon’t! ah fie! ’tis an unweeded garden,
That grows to seed ; things rank and gross in nature
Possess it merely. That it should come to this!
But two months dead ! nay, not so much, not two :
So excellent a king ; that was, to this,
Hyperion to a satyr: so loving to my mother, 140
That he might not beteem the winds of heaven
Visit her face too roughly. Heaven and earth!
—+~Must I remember? why, she would hang on him,
As if increase of appetite had grown
By what it fed on: and yet, within a month—
Let me not think on’t—Frailty, thy name is
woman ! —

A little month, or ere those shoes were old
15
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With which she follow’d my poor father’s body,
Like Niobe, all tears :—why she, even she,—

O God! a beast that wants discourse of reason 1§0
‘Would have mourn’d longer,—married with myuncle,
My father’s brother, but no more like my father
Than I to Hercules : within a month ;

Ere yet the salt of most unrighteous tears

Had left the flushing in her galled eyes,

She married. O, most wicked speed, to post

With such dexterity to incestuous sheets !

It is not, nor it cannot come to good :

But break, my heart, for { must hold my tongue !

Enter Horatio, Marcellus, and Bernardo.

Hor. Hail to your lordship !
Ham, I am glad to see you well : 160
Horatio,—or I do forget myself.
Hor. The same, my lord, and your poor servant ever.
Ham. Sir, my good friend; I’ll change that name with
_you:
And what make you from Wittenberg, Horatio ?
Marcellus ?
Mar. My good lord ?
Ham. 1 am very glad to see you. [70 Ber.] Good
even, sir.
%
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But what, in faith, make you from Wittenberg ?

Hor. A truant disposition, good my lord.

Ham. 1 would not hear your enemy say so, 170
Nor shall you do my ear that violence,

To make it truster of your own report
Against yourself: I know you are no truant.

' But what is your affair in Elsinore ?
We’ll teach you to drink deep ere you depart.

Hor. My lord, I came to see your father’s funeral.

Ham. 1 pray thee, do not mock me, fellow-student ;
I think it was to see my mother’s wedding.

Hor. Indeed, my lord, it follow’d hard upon.

Ham. Thrift, thrift, Horatio! the funeral baked-meats
Did coldly furnish forth the marriage tables. 181
Would I had met my dearest foe in heaven
Or ever I had seen that day, Horatio !

My father |—methinks I see my father.

Hor. O where, my lord ?

Ham. In my mind’s eye, Horatio.

Hor. 1 saw him once ; he was a goodly king.

Ham. He was a man, take him for all in all,

‘ 1 shall not look upon his like again.
" Hor. My lord, I think I saw him yesternight.
' Ham. Saw? who? 190

Hor. My lord, the king your father.
32) 17
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Ham. The king my father!
Hor. Season your admiration for a while
With an attent ear, till I may deliver,
Upon the witness of these gentlemen,
This marvel to you.
Ham. For God’s love, let me hear.
Hor. Two nights together had these gentlemen,
Marcellus and Bernardo, on their watch,
In the dead vast and middle of the night,
Been thus encounter’d. A figure like your father,
Armed at point exactly, cap-a-pe, 200
Appears before them, and with solemn march
Goes slow and stately by them : thrice he walk’d
By their oppress’d and fear-surprised eyes,
Within his truncheon’s length ; whilst they, distill’d
Almost to jelly with the act of fear,
Stand dumb, and speak not to him. This to me
In dreadful secrecy impart they did ;
And I with them the third night kept the watch :
Where, as they had deliver’d, both in time,
Form of the thing, each word made true and good,
The apparition comes : I knew your father; 211
These hands are not more like.
Ham. But where was this ?
Mar. My lord, upon the platform where we watch’d.
18
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Ham. Did you not speak to it ?

Hor. My lord, I did,
But answer made it none : yet once methought
It lifted up its head and did address
Itself to motion, like as it would speak :
But even then the morning cock crew loud,

' And at the sound it shrunk ia haste away

And vanish’d from our sight.

Ham. ’Tis very strange. 320

Hor. As I do live, my honour’d lord, ’tis true,
And we did think it writ down in our duty

To let you know of it.
Ham. Indeed, indeed, sirs, but this troubles me.
Hold you the watch to-night ? Ny
Mar. o
Ber. } We do, my lord,
Ham, Arm’d, say you?
Mar. s
Ber. } Arm’d, my lord.
Ham, From top to toe ?
Mar. } My lord, from head to foot.
Ber.

i Ham, Then saw you not his face ?
Hor. O, yes, my Jord; he wore his beaver up. 230
Ham. What, look’d ke frowningly ?

19
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Hor. A countenance more in sorrow than in anger.
Ham, Pale, or red ?
Hor. Nay, very pale.

Ham. And fix’d his eyes upon you?
Hor. Most constantly.
Ham. I would I had been there.

Hor. 1t would have much amazed you.
Ham. Very like, very like. Stay'd it long ?
Hor. While one with moderate haste might tell a hundred.
Mar.
Ber.
Hor. Not when I saw ’t.
Ham, His beard was grizzled? no? 240
Hor. It was, as I have seen it in his life,

A sable silver’d.
Ham. "I will watch to-night ;

Perchance ’twill walk again. -
Hor. I warrant it will,
Ham. If it assume my noble father’s person,

I’°l speak to it, though hell itself should gape

And bid me hold my peace. I pray you all,

If you have hitherto conceal’d this sight,

Let it be tenable in your silence still,

And whatsoever else shall hap to-night,

Give it an understanding, but no tongue : 260

20
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I will requite your loves. So fare you well :
Upon the platform, ’twixt eleven and twelve,
I’1l visit you.

Al Our dnty to your honour.
Ham. Your loves, as mine to you : farewell,
[Exeunt all bt Hamlet,

My father’s spirit in arms! all is not well ;

I doubt some foul play : would the night were come !

Till then sit still, my soul : foul deeds will rise,

Though all the earth o’erwhelm them, to men’s eyes.
[Exit. "

Scene IIIL

A room in Polonius’s bouse.
Enter Lacrtes and Ophekia.

ZLaer. My necessaries are embark’d : farewell :
And, sister, as the winds give benefit
And convoy is assistant, do not sleep,
But let me hear from you.
Opb. Do you doubt that ?
Laer. For Hamlet, and the tnﬂmg of his favour,
Hold it a fashion, and a toy in tlood,
A violet in the youth of primy nature,
23
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Forward, not permanent, sweet, not lasting,
The perfume and suppliance of a minute ;
No more.

0Oph. No more but so?

Laer. Think it no more : 10
For nature crescent does not grow alone
In thews and bulk ; but, as this temple waxes,
The inward service of the mind and soul
Grows wide withal. Perhaps he loves you now ;
And nbw no soil nor cautel doth besmirch
The virtue of his will : but you must fear,
His greatness weigh’d, his will is not his own
For he himself is subject to his birth :
He may not, as unvalued persons do,
Carve for himself, for on his choice depends 20
The safety and health of this whole state,
And therefore must his choice be circumscribed
Unto the voice and yielding of that body
Whereof he is the head. Then if he says he loves you,
It fits your wisdom so far to believe it
As he in his particular act and place
May give his saying deed ; which is no further
Than the main voice of Denmark goes withal."
Then weigh what loss your honour may sustain,
If with too credent ear you list his songs, 30

23
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Or lose your heart, or your chaste treasure open
To his unmaster’d importunity.
Fear it, Ophelia, fear it, my dear sister,
And keep you in the rear of your affection,
Out of the shot and danger of desire.
The chariest maid is prodigal enough,
If she unmask her beauty to the moon :
Virtue itself *scapes not calumnious strokes :
The canker galls the infants of the spring
Too oft before their buttons be disclosed, 40
And in the morn and liquid dew of youth
Contagious blastments are most imminent.
Be wary then; best safety lies in fear:
Youth to iteelf rebels, though none else near.
Oph. 1 shall the effect of this good lesson keep,
As watchman te my heart.  But, good my brother,
Do not, as some ungracious pastors do,
Show me the steep and thorny way to heaven,
Whilst, like a puff’d and reckless libertine,
Himself the primrose path of dalliance treads g0
And recks not his own rede.
Laer. O, fear me not.
I stay too long : but here my father comes.
Enter Polonius.
A double blessing is a double grace ;
3
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Occasion smiles upon a second leave.
Pol. Yet here, Laertes! Aboard, aboard, for shame!
The wind sits in the shoulder of your sail,
And you are stay’d for. There; my blessing with
thee !
And these few precepts in thy memory
L ook thou character. Give thy thoughts no tongue,
Nor any unproportion’d thought his act. 6o
Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar.
Those friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel,
But do not dull thy palm with entertainment
Of each new-hatch’d unfledged comrade, Beware
Of entrance to a quarrel ; but being in,
Bear ’t, that the opposed may beware of thee.
Give every man thy ear, but few thy voice:
Take each man’s censure, but reserve thy judgement.
Costly thy habit as thy purse can buy, 70
But not express’d in fancy ; rich, not gaudy :
For the apparel oft proclaims the man ;
And they in France of the best rank and station
Are of a most select and generous chief in that.
Neither a borrower nor a lender be:
For loan oft loses both itself and friend,
And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry.
24
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This above alt: to thine own self be true,
' And it must follow, as the night the day,
Thou canst not then be false to any man. 8o
Farewell : my blessing season this in thee !
Laer. Most humbly do I take my leave, my lord.
Pol. The time invites you; go, your servants tend.
' Laer. Farewell, Ophelia, and remember well
' What I have said to you.
Oph. "T'is in my memory lock’d,
And you yourself shall keep the key of it.
Laer. Farewell. [Exit.
| Pol. What is’t, Ophelia, he hath said to you ?
' Oph. So please you, something touching the Lord Hamlet.
Pol. Marry, well bethought : 90
’T'is told me, he hath very oft of late
Given private time to you, and you yourself
Have of your audience been most free and bounteous :
If it be s0—as 8o ’tis put on me,
And that in way of caution—I must tell you,
You do not understand yourself so clearly
As it behoves my daughter and your honour.
What is between you? give me up the truth.
Opb. He hath, my lord, of late made many tenders
Of his affection to me. 100
Pol. Affection! pooh! you speak like a green girl,
s
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Oph.
Pol,

Oph.

Pol.
Oph.

Pdl,

Unsifted in such perilous circumstance.
Do you believe his tenders, as you call them?
I do not know, my losd, what I should think.
Marry, I’ll teach you: think yourself a baby,
That you have ta’en these tenders for true pay,
Which are not sterling. Tender yourself more dearly ;
Or—not to crack the wind of the poor phrase,
Running it thus—you’ll tender me a fool.
My lord, he hath importuned me with love 110
In honourable fashion.
Ay, fashion you may call it; go to, go to.
And hath given countenance to his speech, my lord,
With almost all the holy vows of heaven.
Ay, springes to catch woodcocks. I do know,
When the blood burns, how prodigal the soul
Lends the tongue vows : these blazes, daughter,
Giving more light than heat, extinct in both,
Even in their promise, as it is a-making,
You must not take for fire. From this time 120
Be something scanter of your maiden presence ;
Set your entreatments at a higher rate
Than a commaad to parley. For Lord Hamlet,
Believe 8o much in him, that he is young,
And with a larger tether may he walk
Than may be given you: in few, Ophelia,

26
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Do not believe his vows ; for they are brokers,
Not of that dye which their investments show,
But mere implorators of unholy suits,
Breathing like sanctified and pious bawds, 130
The better to beguile. ‘This is for ali:
I would not, in plain terms, from this time forth, ‘
Have you so slander any moment leisure, '
As to give words or talk with the Lord Hamlet. ,
Look to’t, I charge you: come your ways.

Oph. 1 shall obey, my lord. [ Exeunt.

Scene IV.
The platform.
Enter Hamlet, Horatio, and Marcellus.

Ham, The air bites shrewdly ; it is very cold. ‘
Hor. It is a nipping and an eager air. .
Ham. What hour now?
Hor. I think it lacks of twelve.
Mar. No, it is struck.
Hor. Indeed? I heard it not: it then draws near the
season .
Wherein the spirit held his wont to walk. ;
[ flourish of trumpets, and ordnance shot off within.
ay
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What doth this mean, my lord ?

Ham. The king doth wake to-night and takes his rouse,
Keeps wassail, and the swaggering up-spring reels ;
And as he drains his draughts of Rhenish down, 1c
The kettle-drum and trumpet thus bray out
The triumph of his pledge.

Hor. Is it a custom?

Ham. Ay, marry, is’t:
But to my mind, though I am native here
And to the manner born, it is a custom
More honour’d in the breach than the observance.
This heavy-headed revel east and west
Makes us traduced and tax’d of other nations :
They clepe us drunkards, and with swinish phrase
Soil our addition ; and indeed it takes 20
From our achievements, though perform’d at height,
The pith and marrow of our attribute.
So, oft it chances in particular men,
That for some vicious mole of nature in them,
As, in their birth,—wherein they are not guilty,
Since nature cannot choose his origin,—
By the o’ergrowth of some complexion,
Oft breaking down the pales and forts of reason,
Or by some habit that too much o’er-leavens
The form of plausive manners, that these men,—
18
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Carrying, I say, the stamp of one defect, 31
Being nature’s livery, or fortune’s star,—

Their virtues else—be they as pure as grace,

As infinite as man may undergo—

Shall in the general censure take corruption

From that particular fault: the dram of eale

Doth all the noble substance of a doubt

To his own scandal.

Enter Ghost.

Hor. Look, my lord, it comes!

Ham. Angels and ministers of grace defend us!
Be thou a spirit of health or goblin damn’d, 40
Bring with thee airs from heaven or blasts from hell,
Be thy intents wicked or charitable,
Thou comest in such a questionable shape
That 1 will speak to thee: I’ll call thee Hamlet,
King, father, royal Dane: O, answer me!
Let me not burst in ignorance ; but tell
‘Why thy canonized bones, hearsed in death,
Have burst their cerements ; why the sepulchre,
Wherein we saw thee quietly inurn’d,
Hath oped his ponderous and marble jaws, 50
To cast thee up again. What may-this mean,
That thou, dead corse, again, in complete steel,

29
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Revisit’st thus the glimpses of the moon,

Making night hideous ; and we fools of nature

'So horridly to shake our disposition

With thoughts beyond the reaches of eur eouls ?

Say, why is this? wherefore ! what should we do?

[ Ghost beckons Hamlet.

Hor. It beckons you to go away with it,

As if it some impartment did desire

To you alone.

Mar. Look, with what courteous action 60
It waves you to a more removed ground :

But do not go with it.

Hor. No, by no means.

Ham. It will not speak ; then I will follow it.

Hor. Do not, my lord.

Ham. Why, what should be the fear ?

I do not set my life at a pin’s fee;

And for my soul, what can it do te that,
Being a thing immortal as itaself?

It waves me forth again: I°ll follow it.

Hor. What if it tempt you toward the flood, my lord,
Or to the dreadful summit of the cliff 70
That beetles o’er his base into the sea,

And there assume seme other horrible form,
Which might deprive your sovereignty of reason
30
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And draw you into madness ? think of it :

The very place puts toys of desperation,

‘Without more motive, into every brain

That looks so many fathoms to the sea

And hears it roar beneath.
Hasm. It waves me still.

Go on; I’ll follow thee. .
Mar. You shall not go, my lord. '

Ham. Hold off your hands. 80
Hor. Be raled ; you shall not go.
Ham. My fate cries out,

And makes each petty artery in this body

As hardy as the Nemean lion’s nerve.

Still am I call’d : unhand me, gentlemen ;

By heaven, I’°ll make a ghost of him that lets me :

I say, away! Goen; I’ll follow thee. N

[Exeunt Ghost and Hamlet,

Hor. He waxes desperate with imagination.

Mar. Let’s follow; ’tis not fit thus ¢to obey him.

Hor. Have after. To what issue will this come ?

Mar. Something is rotten in the state of Denmark. 9o
Hor. Heaven will direct it.

Mar. Nay, let ’s follow him.

[Exeunt.
n 4
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Scene V.
Another part of the platform.
Enter Ghost and Hamlet.

Ham. Whither wilt thou lead me? speak; I’ll go no
further.
Ghost. Mark me.
Ham, I will.
Ghost. My hour is almost come,
When I to sulphurous and tormenting flames
Must render up myself.
Ham, Alas, poor ghost!
Ghost. Pity me not, but lend thy serious hearing
To what I shall unfold.
Ham. Speak ; I am bound to hear.
Ghost. So art thou to revenge, when thou shalt hear.
Ham. What ?
Ghost. 1 am thy father’s spirit ;
Doom’d for a certain term to walk the night, 10
And for the day confined to fast in fires,
Till the foul crimes done in my days of nature
Are burnt and purged away. But that I am forbld
To tell the secrets of my prison-house,
I could a tale unfold whose lightest word
»
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Would harrow up thy soul, freeze thy young blood,
Make thy two eyes, like stars, start from their spheres,
Thy knotted and combined locks to part

And each particular hair to stand an end,

Like quills upon the fretful porpentine: 20
But this eternal blazon must not be

To ears of flesh and blood. List, list, O, list!

If thou didst ever thy dear father love—

Ham. O God!

Ghost. Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder.

Ham. Murder!

Ghost. Murder most foul, as in the best it is,

But this most foul, strange, and unnatural.

Ham. Haste me to know ’t, that I, with wings as swift
As meditation or the thoughts of love, 30
May sweep to my revenge.

Ghost. I find thee apt;

And duller shouldst thou be than the fat weed

That roots itself in ease on Lethe wharf,

‘Wouldst thou not stir in this. Now, Hamlet, hear:

’Tis given out that, sleeping in my orchard,

A serpent stung me; so the whole ear of Denmark
. Is by a forged process of my death

Rankly abused : but know, thou noble youth,

The serpent that did stmg thy father’s life
L3



Act 1. Sc. v. “m Hamlet,

Now wears his crown.

Ham. O my prophetic soul ! 40

My uncle !

Ghost. Ay, that incestuous, that adulterate beast,

?

‘With witchcraft of his wit, with traitorous gifts,—
O wicked wit and gifts, that have the power
So to seduce !—won to his shameful lust
The will of my most seeming-virtuous queen :
O Hamlet, what a falling-off was there !
From me, whose love was of that dignity
That it went hand in hand even with the vow
I made to her in marriage ; and to decline 1}
Upon a wretch, whose natural gifts were poor
To those of mine !
But virtue, as it never will be moved,
Though lewdness court it in a shape of heaven,
So lust, though to a radiant angel link’d,
Will sate itself in a celestial bed
And prey on garbage.
But, soft! methinks I scent the morning air ;
Brief let me be. Sleeping within my orchard,
My custom always of the afternoon, 60
Upon my secure hour thy uncle stole, v~
With juice of cursed hebenon in a vial,
And in the porches of my ears did pour
)
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The leperous distilment ; whose effect
Holds such an enmity with blood of man
That swift as quicksilver it courses through
The natural gates and alleys of the body ;
And with a sudden vigour it doth posset
And curd, like eager droppings into milk,
The thin and wholesome blood : so did it mine; 70
And a most instant tetter bark’d about,
Most lazar-like, with vile and loathsome crust,
All my smooth body.
Thus was I, sleeping, by a brother’s hand
Of life, of crown, of queen, at once dispatch’d :
Cxt off even in the blossoms of my sin,
Unhousel’d, disappointed, unaneled ;
No reckoning made, but sent to my accountv
With all my imperfections on my head :
O, horrible! O, horrible ! most horrible ! 8o
_ If thou hast nature in thee, bear it not;
Let not the royal bed of Denmark be
( A couch for luxury and damned incest.
But, howsoever thou pursuest this act,
Taint not thy mind, nor let thy eoul contrive
Against thy mother aught : leave her to heaven,
And to those thorns that in her bosom lodge,

To prick and sting her. Fare thee well at once!
35
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The glow-worm shows the matin to be near,

And ’gins to pale his uneffectual fire : 90

Adieu, adieu, adieu! remember me. [Exit.

Ham. O all you host of heaven! O earth! what else ?
And shall I couple hell? O, fie! Hold, hold, my
heart ;
And you, my sinews, grow not instant old,
But bear me stifly up. Remember thee!
_ Ay, thou poor ghost, while memory holds a seat
¢’ In this distracted globe. Remember thee !

Yea, from the table of my memory

I'’ll wipe away all trivial fond records,

All saws of books, all forms, all pressures past, 100

That youth and observation copied there ;

And thy commandment all alone shall live

Within the book and volume of my brain,

nmix’d with bascr matter : yes, by heaven!
% most pernicious woman !

O villain, villain, smnlmg, damned villain !

My tables,—meet it is I set it down,

That one may smile, and smile, and be a villain ;

At least I’m sure it may be so in Denmark.
[Writing.

So, uncle, there you are. Now to my word; 110

It is ¢ Adieu, adieu! remember me.’
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I have sworn ’t.

Hor. .
Mar. } [ Within] My lord, my lord !
Enter Horatio and Marcellus.
Mar. Lord Hamlet!
Hor. Heaven secure him!

Ham. So be it!

Mar. 1llo, ho, ho, my lord !

Ham. Hillo, ho, ho, boy! come, bird, come.

Mar. How is’t, my noble lord ?

Hor. What news, my lord ?

Ham. O, wonderful !

Hor. Good my lord, tell it.

Ham, No ; you will reveal it.

Hor. Not I, my lord, by heaven.

Mar. Nor I, my lord. 120

Ham. How say you, then; would heart of man once

think it ?

But you’ll be secret ?

Hor.

Mar. }

Ham. There’s ne’er a villain dwelling in all Denmark
But he’s an arrant knave.

Hor. There needs no ghost, my lord, come from the grave
To tell us this.

Ay, by heaven, my lord.

7
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Ham. Why, right ; you arei’ the right;
And so, without more circumstance at all,
I hold it fit that we shake hands and part :
You, as your business and desire shall point you ;
For every man hath business and desire, 130
Such as it is ; and for my own poor part,
Look you, I'’ll go pray.
Hor. These are but wild and whirling words, my lord.
Ham. 1’m sorry they offend you, heartily ;
Yes, faith, heartily.
Hor. There ’s no offence, my lord.
Ham. Yes, by Saint Patrick, but there is, Horatio,
And much offence too. Touching this vision here,
It is an honest ghost, that let me tell you:
For your desire to know what is between us,
O’ermaster ’t as you may. And now, good friends,
As you are friends, scholars and soldiers, 141
Give me one poor request.
Hor. What is’t, my lord ? we will.
Ham. Never make known what you have seen to-night.
II‘{;:"_. } My lord, we will not.
Ham. Nay, but swear ’t.
Hor. . In faith,
My lord, not I.
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Mar. Nor I, my lord, in faith.
Ham. Upon my sword.
Mar. We have sworn, my lord, already.

Ham. Indeed, upon my sword, indeed.
Ghost. [ Bencath] Swear.
Ham. A, ha, boy! say’st thou so? art thou there, true-
penny ? 150
Come on : you hear this fellow in the cellarage :
Consent to swear.
Hor. Propose the oath, my lord.
Ham. Never to speak of this that you have seen,
Swear by my sword.
Ghost. [ Beneath] Swear.
Ham. Hic et ubique ? then we’ll shift our ground.
Come hither, gentlemen,
And lay your hands again upon my sword :
Never to speak of this that you have heard;
Swear by my sword. 160
Ghost. [Beneath] Swear.
Ham. Well said, old mole! canst work i’ the earth
so fast ?
A worthy pioner! Once more remove, good friends.
Hor. O day and night, but this is wondrous strange !
Ham. Axd therefore as a stranger give it welcome.

There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,
39
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Than are dreamt of in your philosophy.
But come ;
Here, as before, never, so help you mercy,
How strange or odd soe’er I bear myself, 170
_As I perchance hereafter shall think meets
1" To put an antic disposition on, . *
That you, at such times seeing me, never shall,
With arms encumber’d thus, or this head-shake,
Or by pronouncing of some doubtful phrase,
As <Well, well, we know,’ or ¢ We could, an if
we would,’
Or ¢If we list to speak,” or ¢ There be, an if they
might,’
Or such ambiguous giving out, to note
That you know aught of me : this not to do,
So grace and mercy at your most need help you, 180
Swear.
Ghost. [ Beneath] Swear.
Ham. Rest, rest, perturbed spirit! [They swear.] So,
gentlemen,
With all my love I do commend me to you:
And what so poor a man as Hamlet is
May do, to express his love and friending to you,
God willing, shall not lack. Let us go in together ;
And stiil your fingers on your lips, I pray.
4o
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The time is out of joint: O cursed spite,
That ever-I was born to set it right! 190
Nay, come, let’s go together. [Exeunt.

Act Second.

Scene 1.
A room in Polonius’s house.
Enter Polonius and Reynaldo.

Pol. Give him this money and these notes, Reynaldo.
Rey. 1 will, my lord.
Pol. You shall do marvellous wisely, good Reynaldo,
Before you visit him, to make inquire
Of his behaviour.
Rey. My lord, I did intend it.
Pol. Marry, well said, very well said. Look you, sir,
Inquire me first what Danskers are in Paris,
And how, and who, what means, and where they
keep,
‘What company, at what expense, and finding
By this encompassment and drift of question 1o
That they do know my son, come you more nearer
41
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Than your particular demands will touch it:
Take you, as ’twere, some distant knowledge of him,
As thus, ‘I know his father and his friends,
And in part him:’ do you mark this, Reynaldo ?
Rey. Ay, very well, my lord.
Pol. ¢ And in part him; but,’ you may say, “not well :
But if’t be he I mean, he’s very wild,
Addicted so and s0;’ and there put on him
What forgeries you please ; marry, none so rank 20
As may dishonour him ; take heed of that ;
But, sir, such wanton, wild and usual slips
As are companions noted and most known
To youth and liberty.
Rey. As gaming, my lord.
Pol. Ay, or drinking, fencing, swearing, quarrelling,
Drabbing : you may go so far.
Rey. My lord, that would dishonour him.
Pol. Faith, no; as you may season it in the charge.
You must not put another scandal on him,

That he is open to incontinency ; 30
That’s not my meaning: but breathe his faults so
quaintly .

That they may seem the taints of liberty,
The flash and outbreak of a fiery mind,

A savageness in unreclaimed blood,
4
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Of general assault.

Rey. But, my good lord,—

Pol. Wherefore should you do this ?

Rey. Ay, my lord,

I would know that.

Pol. Marry, sir, here ’s my drift,

And I believe it is a fetch of warrant :

You laying these slight sullies on my son,

As *twere a thing a little soil’d i the working,
Mark you,

Your party in converse, him you would sound,
Having ever seen in the prenominate crimes
The youth you breathe of guilty, be assured
He closes with you in this consequence ;

¢ Good sir,’ or so, or friend,’ or ¢ gentleman,’
According to the phrase or the addition

Of man and country. .

Rey. Very good, my lord.

Pol. And then, sir, does he this—he does—what
was I about to say? By the mass, I was about
to say something : where did I leave?

Rey. At ¢closes in the consequence,” at ¢friend or
so,” and ¢ gentleman.’

Pol. At ¢closes in the consequence,’ ay, marry ;

40

5o

He closes with you thus: ¢I know the gentleman ;
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I saw him yesterday, or t’ other day,
Or then, or then, with such, or such, and, as you say,
There was 2’ gaming, there o’ertook in’s rouse,
There falling out at tennis : > or perchance,
¢TI saw him enter such a house of sale,’ 6c
Videlicet, a brothel, or so forth.
See you now ;
Your bait of falsehood takes this carp of truth:
And thus do we of wisdom and of reach,
With windlasses and with assays of bias,
By indirections find directions out:
8o, by my former lecture and advice,
Shall you my son. You have me, have you not ?
Rey. My lord, I have.
Pol. God be wi’ ye; fare ye well.
Rey. Good, my lord ! 70
Pol. Obeerve his inclination in yourself.
Rey. 1 shall, my lord.
Pol. And let him ply his music.
Rey. Well, my lord.
Pol. Farewell ! [Exit Reynaldo.

Enter Ophelia.

How now, Ophelia! what’s the matter ?
Oph. O, my lord, my lord, I have been so affrighted !
“
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Pol. With what, i’ the name of God ?

Oph. My lord, as I was sewing in my closet,
Lord Hamlet, with his doublet all unbraced,
No hat upon his head, his stockings foul’d,
Ungarter’d and down-gyved to his ancle ; 8o
Pale as his shirt, his knees knocking each other,
And with a look so piteous in purport
As if he had been loosed out of hell
To speak of horrors, he comes before me.

Pol. Mad for thy love ?

Oph. My lord, I do not know,
But truly I do fear it.

Pol. What said he ?

Oph. He took me by the wrist and held me hard ;
Then goes he to the length of all his arm,
And with his other hand thus o’er his brow,
He falls to such perusal of my face 90
As he would draw it. Long stay’d he so;
At last, a little shaking of mine arm,
And thrice his head thus waving up and down,
He raised a sigh so piteous and profound
As it did seem to shatter all his bulk
And end his being : that done, he lets me go:
And with his head over his shoulder turn’d,
He seem’d to find his way without his eyes ;

: ]
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Pdl.

Opb.

Pol,

For out o’ doors he went without their helps,
And to the last bended their light on me. 100
Come, go with me: I will go seek the king.
This is the very ecstasy of love ;
Whose violent property fordoes itself
And leads the will to desperate undertakings
As oft as any passion under heaven
That does afflict our natures. I am sorry.
What, have you given him any hard words of late?
No, my good lord, but, as you did command,
I did repel his letters and denied
His access to me.
That hath made him mad. 110
I am sorry that with better heed and judgement
I had not quoted him : I fear’d he did but trifle
And meant to wreck thee ; but beshrew my jealousy !
By heaven, it is as proper to our age
To cast beyond ourselves in our opinions
As it is common for the younger sort
To lack discretion. Come, go we to the king:
This must be known; which, being kept close,
might move
More grief to hide than hate to utter love.
Come. [Exeunt

®
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Scene II.
A room in the castle.

Flourish. Enter King, Queen, Rosencrantz, Guildensters,
and Attendants.

King. Welcome, dear Rosencrantz and Guildenstern !
Moreover that we much did long to see you,
The need we have to use you did provoke
Our hasty sending. Something have you heard
Of Hamlet’s transformation ; so call it,
Sith nor the exterior nor the inward man
Resembles that it was. What it should be,
More than his father’s death, that thus hath put him
So much from the understanding of himself,
I cannot dream of : 1 entreat you both, 10
That, being of so young days brought up with him -
And sith so neighbour’d to his youth and haviour,
That you vouchsafe your rest here in our court
Some little time : so by your companies
To draw him on to pleasures, and to gather
So much as from occasion you may glean,
Whether aught to us unknown afflicts him thus,
That open’d lies within our remedy.

«
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Queen. Good gentlemen, he hath much talk’d of you,
And sure I am two men there are not living 20
To whom he more adheres. If it will please you
To show us so much gentry and good will
As to expend your time with us a while
For the supply and profit of our hope,
Your visitation shall receive such thanks
As fits a king’s remembrance.
Ros. Both your majesties
Might, by the sovereign power you have of us,
Put your dread pleasures more into command
Than to entreaty.
Guil. But we both obey,
And here give up ourselves, in the full bent 30
To lay our service freely at your feet,
To be commanded.
King. Thanks, Rosencrantz and gentle Guildenstern.
Queen. Thanks, Guildenstern and gentle Rosencrantz :
And I beseech you instantly to visit
My too much changed son. Go, some of you,
And bring these gentlemen where Hamlet is.
Guil. Heavens make our presence and our practices
Pleasant and helpful to him!
Queen. Ay, amen!
[Exeunt Rosencraniz, Guifx;’m:tem, and some Attendants.
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Enter Polonius.

Pol. The ambassadors from Norway, my good lord, 40
Are joyfully return’d.
King. Thou still hast been the father of good news.
Pol. Have I, my lord? I assure my good liege
I hold my duty as I hold my soul,
Both to my God and to my gracious king :
And I do think, or else this brain of mine
Hounts not the trail of policy so sure
As it hath used to do, that I have found
The very cause of Hamlet’s lunacy.
King. O, speak of that; that do I long to hear. [{)
Pol, Give first admittance to the ambassadors ;
My news shall be the fruit to that great feast.
King. Thyself do grace to them, and bring them in.
[Exit Polonius.
He tells me, my dear Gertrude, he hath found
The head and source of all your son’s distemper.
Queen. 1 doubt it is no other but the main ;
His father’s death and our o’erhasty marriage.
King. Well, we shall sift him.

Re-enter Polonius, with Voltimand and Cornelius,

Welcome, my good friends!

Say, Voltimand, what from our brother Norway ?
2d o
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Volt. Most fair return of greetings and desires. 6o
Ubpon our first, he sent out to suppress
His nephew’s levies, which to him appear’d
To be a preparation ’gainst the Polack,

But better look’d into, he truly found
It was against your highness : whereat grieved,
That so hus sickness, age and impotence
Woas falsely borne in hand, sends out arrests
On Fortinbras ; which he, in brief, obeys,
Receives rebuke from Norway, and in fine
Makes vow before his uncle never more 70
To give the assay of arms against your majesty.
Whereon old Norway, overcome with joy,
Gives him three thousand crowns in annual fee
And his commission to employ those soldiers,
So levied as before, against the Polack :
With an entreaty, herein further shown,
[Giving a paper.
That it might please you to give quiet pass
Through your dominions for this enterprise,
On such regards of safety and allowance
As therein are set down.

King. It likes us well, ~ 8o
And at our more consider’d time we’ll read,
Answer, and think upon this business.

50
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Meantime we thank you for your well-took labour :
Go to your rest ; at night we ’ll feast together :
Most welcome home !
[ Exeunt Voltimand and Cornelixs.
Pol. This business is well ended.

My liege, and madam, to expostulate
‘What majesty should be, what duty is,
‘Why day is day, night night, and time is time,
‘Were nothing but to waste night, day and time.
Therefore, since brevity is the soul of wit 90
And tediousness the limbs and outward flourishes,
I will be brief. Your noble son is mad :
Mad call I it; for, to define true madness,
What is’t but to be nothing else but mad ?
But let that go.

en. More matter, with less art.

Pol. Madam, I swear I use no art at all.

That he is mad, ’tis true: ’tis true *tis pity,
And pity ’tis tis true : a foolish figure ;
But farewell it, for I will use no art.
Mad let us grant him then: and now remains 100
That we find out the cause of this effect,
Or rather say, the cause of this defect,
For this effect defective comes by cause :

Thus it remains and the remainder thus.
5
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Perpend.

I have a daughter,—have while she is-mine,—

Who in her duty and obedience, mark,

Hath given me this: now gather and surmise.
[Reads.

¢To the celestial, and my soul’s idol, the most
beautified Ophelia,’— 110
That’s an ill phrase, a.vile phrase ; ¢beautified’
is a vile phrase ; but you shall hear. Thus:

[ Reads.

¢In her excellent white bosom, these,” &c.
Queen, Came this from Hamlet to her?
Pol. Good madam, stay awhile ; I will be faithful.
[ Reads.

¢Doubt thou the stars are fire ;
Doubt that the sun doth move §
Doubt truth to be a liar ;
But never doubt I love.

¢ O dear Ophelia, I am ill at these numbers; I 120
have not art to reckon my groans: but that I
love thee best, O most best, believe it. Adieu.

¢ Thine evermore, most dear lady, whilst this

machine is to him, Hawmeer.?
53
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This in obedience hath my daughter shown me ;
And more above, hath his solicitings,
As they fell out by time, by means and place,
All given to mine ear.

King. But how hath she
Received his love?

Pol. What do you think of me?

King. As of a man faithful and honourable. 130
Pol. T would fain prove so. But what might you think,
When I had seen this hot love on the wing,—

As I perceived it, I must tell you that,

Before my daughter told me,—what might you,

Or my dear majesty your queen here, think,

If I had play’d the desk or table-book,

Or given my heart a winking, mute and dumb,

Or look’d upon this love with idle sight ;

‘What might you think? No, I went round to work,
And my young mistress thus I did bespeak: 140
¢Lord Hamlet is a prince, out of thy star ;

This must not be:’ and then I prescripts gave her,
That she should lock herself from his resort,

Admit no messengers, receive no tokens.

Which done, she took the fruits of my advice’;
And he repulsed, a short tale to make,

Fell into a sadness, then into a fast,
53
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Thence to a watch, thence into a weakness,
Thence to a lightness, and by this declension
Into the madness wherein now he raves 150
And all we mourn for.
King. Do you think this ? \
Queen. It may be, very like.
Pol. Hath there been such a time, I’ld fain know that,
That I have positively said ¢ ’tis so,’
When it proved otherwise ?
King. Not that T know.
Pol. [ Pointing to bis bead and shoulder] Take this from
this, if this be otherwise :
If circumstances lead me, I will find
Where truth is hid, though it were hid indeed
Within the centre.
King. How may we try it further?
Pol. You know, sometimes he walks four hours together
Here in the lobby.
Queen. So he does, indeed. 161
Pol. At such a time I’ll loose my daughter to him :
Be you and I behind an arras then;
Mark the encounter : if he love her not,
And be not from his reason fall’n thereon,
Let me be no assistant for a state,
But keep a farm and carters.
7
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King. We will try it.
Queen. But look where sadly the poor wretch comes
reading.
Pol. Away, I do beseech you, both away :
I’ll board him presently. 169

[Exeunt King, Queen, and Attendants.
Enter Hamlet, reading.

O, give me leave : how does my good Loord Hamlet ?

Ham. Well, God-a-mercy.

Pol. Do you know me, my lord ?

Ham. Excellent well ; you are a fishmonger.

Pol. Not I, my lord.

Ham. Then I would you were so honest a man.

Pol. Honest, my lord !

Ham. Ay, sir; to be honest, as this world goes, is
to be one man picked out of ten thousand.

Pol. That’s very true, my lord. 180

Ham. For if the sun breed maggots in a dead dog, -
being a god kissing carrion— Have you a:
daughter ?

Pol. 1 have, my lord.

Ham. Let her not walk i’ the sun: conception is a
blessing ; but as your daughter may conceive,—
friend, look to’t.
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Pol. [ Aside] How say you by that? Still harping
on my daughter: yet he knew me not at first ;
he said I was a fishmonger: he is far gone:
and truly in my youth I suffered much ex-
tremity for love; very near this. I’ll speak
to him again.—What do you read, my lord ?

Ham. Words, words, words.

Pol. What is the matter, my lord ?

Ham. Between who?

Pol. T mean, the matter that you read, my lord. .

Ham. Slanders, sir : for the satirical rogue says here
that old men have grey beards, that their faces
are wrinkled, their eyes purging thick amber
and plum-tree gum, and that they have a plenti-
ful lack of wit, together with most weak hams :
all which, sir, though I most powerfully and po-
tently believe, yet I hold it not honesty to have
it thus set down; for yourself, sir, shall grow old
as I am, if like a crab you could go backward.

Pol. [Aside] Though this be madness, yet there is
method in’t.—Will you walk out of the air,
my lord ?

Ham. Into my grave.

Pol. Indeed, that’s out of the air. [Aside] How
pregnant sometimes his ;epliec are! a happiness
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that often madness hits on, which reason and
sanity could not so prosperously be delivered
of. I will leave him, and suddenly contrive
the means of meeting between him and my
daughter.—My honourable lord, I will most
humbly take my leave of you.

Ham. You cannot, sir, take from me any thing that
I will more willingly part withal : except my 220
life, except my life, except my life.

Pol. Fare you well, my lord.

Ham. These tedious old fools !

Re-enter Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.

Pol. You go to seek the Lord Hamlet; there he is.
Ros. [To Polonius] God save you, sir! [Exit Polonius.
Guil. My honoured lord !
Ros. My most dear lord !
Ham. My excellent good friends! How dost thou,
Guildenstern? Ah, Rosencrantz! Good lads,
how do you both ? 230
Ros. As the indifferent children of the earth.
Guil. Happy, in that we are not over-happy ;
On Fortune’s cap we are not the very button.
Ham. Nor the soles of her shoe ?

Ros. Neither, my lord.
L
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Ham. Then you live about her waist, or in the middle
of her favours ?

Guil. Faith, her privates we.

Ham. In the secret parts of Fortune? O, most true ;
she is a strumpet. What ’s the news ?

Ros. None, my lord, but that the world’s grown
honest.

Ham. Then is doomsday near: but your news is
not true. Let me question more in particular :
what have you, my good friends, deserved at
the hands of Fortune, that she sends you to
prison hither ?

Guil. Prison, my lord !

Ham. Denmark ’s a prison.

Ros. Then is the world one.

Ham. A goodly one ; in which there are many con-
fines, wards and dungeons, Denmark being one
o’ the worst.

Ros. We think not so, my lord.

Ham. Why, then ’tis none to you; for there is
nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes
it s0: to me it is a prison.

Ros. Why, then your ambition makes it one; ’tis
too narrow for your mind.

Ham. O God, I could be bounded in a nut-shell and
58
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count myself a king of infinite space, were it
not that I have bad dreams.

Guil. Which dreams indeed are ambition; for the
very substance of the ambitious is merely the
shadow of a dream. .

Ham. A dream itself is but a shadow.

Ros. Truly, and I hold ambition of so airy and light
a quality that it is but a shadow’s shadow.
Ham. Then are our beggars bodies, and our monarchs
and outstretched heroes the beggars’ shadows.
Shall we to the court ? for, by my fay, I cannot

reason.

Ros.

Guil.

Ham. No such matter : I will not sort you with the
rest of my servants; for, to speak to you like
an honest man, I am most dreadfully attended.
But, in the beaten way of friendship, what make
you at Elsinore ?

Ros. To visit you, my lord ; no other occasion.

Ham. Beggar that I am, I am even poor in thanks ;
but I thank you: and sure, dear friends, my
thanks are too dear a halfpenny. Were you
not sent for? Is it your own inclining? Is it

} We’ll wait upon you.

270

280



Act II. Sc. ii. ‘o Hamlet,

a free visitation? Come, deal justly with me:
come, come ; nay, speak.

Guil. What should we say, my lord ?

Ham. Why, any thing, but to the purpose. You
were sent for ; and there is a kind of confession
in your looks, which your modesties have not
craft enough to colour: I know the good king 290
and queen have sent for you.

Ros. To what end, my lord ?

Ham. That you must teach me. But let me conjure
you, by the rights of our fellowship, by the con-
sonancy of our youth, by the obligation of our
ever-preserved love, and by what more deac a
better proposer could charge you withal, be
even and direct with me, whether you were
sent for, or no.

Ros. [ Aside to Guil.] What say you? 300

Ham. [ Aside] Nay then, I have an eye of you.—
If you love me, hold not off.

Guil. My lord, we were sent for.

Ham. I will tell you why ; so shall my anticipation
prevent your discovery, and your secrecy to the
king and queen moult no feather. I have of late
—but wherefore I know not—lost all my mirth,
forgone all custom of e;(ercinea; and indeed it
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goes 80 heavily with my disposition that this
goodly frame, the earth, seems to me a sterile 310
promontory ; this most excellent canopy, the air,

look you, this brave o’erhanging firmament, this
majestical roof fretted with golden fire, why, it
appears no other thing to me than a foul and
pestilent congregation of vapours. What a piece

of work is a man! how noble in reason! how
infinite in faculty! in form and moving how
express and admirable! in action how like an
angel ! in apprechension how like a god! the
beauty of the world! the paragon of animals! 320
And yet, to me, what is this quintessence of dust ?

man delights not me; no, nor woman neither,
though by your smiling you seem to say so.

Ros. My lord, there was no such stuff in my
thoughts, .

Ham. Why did you laugh then, when I said ¢man
delights not me’?

Ros. To think, my lord, if you delight not in man,
what lenten entertainment the players shall
receive from you: we coted them on the way; 330
and hither are they coming, to offer you service.

Ham. He that plays the king shall be welcome;
his majesty shall have u;ibute of me; the adven-
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turous knight shall use his foil and target; the
lover shall not sigh gratiss the humorous man
shall end his part in peace; the clown shall
make those laugh whose lungs are tickle o’ the
sere, and the lady shall say her mind freely, or
the blank verse shall halt for’t. What players
are they ? 340
Ros. Even those you were wont to take such delight )
in, the tragedians of the city.
Ham. How chances it they travel ? their residence,
both in reputation and profit, was better both
ways.
Ros. T think their inhibition comes by the means
of the late innovation.
Ham. Do they hold the same estimation they
did when I was in the city? are they so
followed ? 350
Ros. No, indeed, are they not.
Ham. How comes it? do they grow rusty ?
Ros. Nay, their endeavour keeps in the wonted pace :
but there is, sir, an eyrie of children, little
eyases, that cry out on the top of question and '
are moet tyrannically clapped for’t: these are
now the fashion, and so berattle the common
stages—s0 they call thce'm—-tlmt many wearing
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rapiers are afraid of goose-quills, and dare
scarce come thither.

Ham. What, are they children? who maintains ’em ?
how are they escoted? Will they pursve the
quality no longer than they can sing ? will they
not say afterwards, if they should grow them-
selves to common players,—as it is most like,
if their means are no better,—their writers
do them wrong, to make them exclaim against
their own succession ?

Ros. Faith, there has been much to do on both sides,
and the nation holds it no sin to tarre them
to controversy : there was for a while no money
bid for argument unless the poet and the player
went to cuffs in the question.

Ham. 1s’t possible ?

Guil. O, there has been much throwing about of
brains.

Ham. Do the boys carry it away ?

Ros. Ay, that they do, my lord ; Hercules and his
load too.

Ham. 1t is not very strange ; for my uncle is king
of Denmark, and those that would make mows
at him while my father lived, give twenty, forty,
fifty, a hundred ducau‘;-piece, for his picture
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in little. ’Sblood, there is something in this
more than natural, if philosophy could find it out.
[ Flourish of trumpets within.

Guil. There are the players.

Ham. Gentlemen, you are welcome to Elsinore.
Your hands, come then: the appurtenance of
welcome is fashion and ceremony: let me
comply with you in this garb, lest my extent to 390
the players, which, I tell you, must show fairly
outwards, should more appear like entertainment
than yours. You are welcome: but my uncle-
father and aunt-mother are deceived.

Guil. In what, my dear lord ?

Ham. 1 am but mad north-north-west: when the
wind is southerly I know a hawk from a handsaw.

Reeenter Polonius.

Pol, Well be with you, gentlemen!

Ham. Hark you, Guildenstern; and you too:
at each ear a hearer: that great baby you see 400
there is not yet out of his swaddling clouts.

Ros. Happily he’s the second time come to
them; for they say an old man is twice a
child.

Ham. 1 will prophesy he comes to tell me of the

64
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players; mark it. You say right, sir: o

Monday morning ; *twas so, indeed.
Pol. My lord, I have news to tell you.

Ham. My lord, I have news to tell you. When

Roscius was an actor in Rome,— 410

Pol. The actors are come hither, my locd.

Ham. Buz, buz!

Pol, Upon my honour,—

Ham. Then came each actor on his ass,—

Pol. The best actors in the world, either for
tragedy, comedy, history, pastoral, pastoral-
comical, historical-pastoral, tragical-historical,
tragical-comical-historical-pastoral, scene indi-
vidable, or poem unlimited: Seneca cannot be
too heavy, nor Plautus too light. For the law 420
of writ and the liberty, these are the only men.

Ham. O Jephthah, judge of Israel, what a treasure
hadst thou ! .

Pol. What a treasure had he, my lord ?

Ham. Why,

¢ One fair daughter, and no more,
The which he loved passing well.”
Pol. [ Aside]] Still on my daughter.

Ham. Am I not ¥ the right, old Jephthah ?
se 65
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Pol. If you call me Jephthah, my lord, I have a 430

daughter that I love passing well.
Ham. Nay, that follows not.
Pol. What follows, then, my lord ?
Ham. Why,

* As by lot, God wot,’
.. and then you know,
¢TIt came to pass, as most like it was,’—
the first row of the pious chanson will show you
more ; for look, where my abridgement comes.

Enter four or frve Players.

You are welcome, masters ; welcome, all. Iam 440
glad to see thee well. Welcome, good friends. '
O, my old friend! Why thy face is valanced
since I saw thee last ; comest thou to beard me.

in Denmark? What, my young lady and mis-
tress! By ’r lady, your ladyship is nearer to
heaven than when I saw you last, by the altitude

of achopine. Pray God, your voice, like a piece

of uncurrent gold, be not cracked within the ring.
Masters, you are all welcome. We’ll e’en to’t

like French falconers, fly at any thing we see: 450
we’ll have a speech straight : come, give us a
taste of your quality ; come, a passionate speech.
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First Play, What speech, my good lord ?

Ham. I heard thee speak me a speech once, but it
was never acted ; or, if it was, not above once ;
for the play, I remember, pleased not the mil-
lion; ’twas caviare ¢to the general: but it was
—as I received it, and others, whose judge-
ments in such matters cried in the top of mine—
an excellent play, well digested in the scenes, set 460
down with as much modesty as cunning. I re-
member, one said there were no sallets in the lines
to make the matter savoury, nor no matter in the
phrase that might indict the author of affection ;
but called it an honest method, as wholesome as
sweet, and by very much more handsome than
fine, One speech in it I chiefly loved : ’twas
ZEneas’ tale to Dido ; and thereabout of it espe-
cially, where he speaks of Priam’s slaughter : if
it live in your memory, begin at this line; let 470
me see, let me see;
¢ The rugged Pyrrhus, like th’ Hyrcanian beast,’—
It is not 8o : it begins with ¢ Pyrrhus.”
¢'The rugged Pyrrhus, he whose sable arms,

/hck as his purpose, did the night resemble
When he lay couched in the ominous horse,
Hath now this dread and black complexion smear’d
&
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Pol.

With heraldry more dismal : head to foot

Now is he total gules; horridly trick’d 479
With blood of fathers, mothers, daughters, sons,
Baked and impasted with the parching streets
That lend a tyrannous and a damned light

To their lord’s murder : roasted in wrath and fire,
And thus o’er-sized with coagulate gore,

With eyes like carbuncles, the hellish Pyrrhus
Old grandsire Priam seeks.’

So, proceed you.

’Fore God, my lord, well spoken, with good
accent and good discretion.

First Play. ¢ Anon he finds him 490

Striking too short at Greeks ; his antique sword,
Rebellious to his arm, lies where it falls,
Repugnant to command : unequal match’d,
Pyrrhus at Priam drives ; in rage strikes wide;
But with the whiff and wind of his fell sword
The unnerved father falls. Then senseless Ilium,
Seeming to feel this blow, with flaming top
Stoops to his base, and with a hideous crash
Takes prisoner Pyrrhus’ ear: for, lo! his sword,
Which was declining on the milky head ‘500
Of reverend Priam, seem’d i’ the air to stick :
So, as a painted tyrant,ef‘l’yrrhus stood,
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And like a neutral to his will and matter,
Did nothing,
But as we often see, against some storm,
A silence in the heavens, the rack stand still,
The bold winds speechless and the orb below
As hush as death, anon the dreadful thunder
Doth rend the region, so after Pyrrhus’ pause
Aroused vengeance sets him new a-work ; §I0
And never did the Cyclops’ hammers fall
On Mars’s armour, forged for proof eterne,
With less remorse than Pyrrhus’ bleeding sword
Now falls on Priam.
Out, out, thou strumpet, Fortune! All you gods,
In general synod take away her power,
Break all the spokes and fellies from her wheel,
And bowl the round nave down the hill of heaven
As low as to the fiends!’
Pol, This is too long. 530
Ham. It shall to the barber’s, with your beard.
Prithee, say on: he’s for a jig or a tale of
bawdry, or he sleeps : say on: come to Hecuba.
First Play. ¢But who, O, who had seen the
mobled queen—’
Ham. ¢The mobled queen?®
Pol. That’s good ; ¢mobled queen’ is good.
&
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First Play. ¢ Run barefoot up and down, threatening the
flames
With bisson rheum ; a clout upon that head
Where late the diadem stood 5 and for a robe, 530
About her lank and all o’er-teemed loins,
A blanket, in the alarm of fear caught up:
Who this had seen, with tongue in venom steep’d
*Gainst Fortune’sstate would treason have pronounced:
But if the gods themselves did see her then,
When she saw Pyrrhus make malicicus sport
In mincing with his sword her husband’s limbs,
The instant burst of clamour that she made,
Unless things mortal move them not at all,
Would have made milch the burning eyes of heaven
And passion in the gods.’ 541
Pol. Look, whether he has not turned his colour
and has tears in’s eyes. Prithee, no
more.
Ham. >Tis well; I’ll have thee speak out the rest
of this soon. Good my lord, will you see
the players well bestowed ? Do you hear, let
them be well used, for they are the abstract and
brief chronicles of the time: afier your death
you were better have a bad epitaph than their 550
ill report while you live.
70
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Pol. My lord, I will uee them according to their
desert.

Ham. God’s bodykins, man, much better: use
every man after his desert, and who shall ’scape
whipping? Use them after your own honour
and dignity : the less they deserve, the more
merit is in your bounty. Take them in.

Pol. Come, sirs.

Ham. Follow him, friends: we’ll hear a play to-
morrow. [ Exit Polonius with all the Players
but the First.] Dost thou hear me, old friend ;
can you play the Murder of Gonzago ?\-

First Play. Ay, my lord.

Ham. We’ll ha’t to-morrow night. You could,
for a need, study a speech of some dozen or
sixteen lines, which I would set down and in-
sert in’t, could you not ?

First Play. Ay, my lord.

Ham. Very well. Follow that lord; and look you
mock him not. [Ewit First Player.] My
good friends, I’ll leave you till night: you
are welcome to Elsinore.

Ros. Good my lord !

560
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Ham. Ay, so, God be wi’ ye! [Exeunt Rosencrantz

and Guildenstern.] Now I am alone.
7t
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O, what a rogue and peasant slave am !
Is it not monstrous that this player here,
But in a fiction, in a dream of passion,
Could force his soul so to his own conceit
That from her working all his visage wann’d; §80
Tears in his eyes, distraction in ’s aspect,
A broken voice, and his whole function suiting
‘With forms to his conceit? and all for nothing !
For Hecuba!
‘What’s Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba,
That he should weep for her? What would he do,
Had he the motive and the cue for passion
That I have? He would drown the stage with tears
And cleave the general ear with horrid speech,
Make mad the guilty and appal the free, 590
Confound the ignorant, and amaze indeed
The very faculties of eyes and ears.
Yet I,
"A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak,
Like John-a-dreams, unpregnant of my cause,
And can say nothing ; no, not for a king,
Upon whose property and most dear life
A damn’d defeat was made. AmI a coward?

K Who calls me villain? breaks my pate across ?
Plucks off my beard, and blows it in my face? 600
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Tweaks me by the nose? gives me the lic i’ the
throat,

As deep as to the lungs? who does me this?

Ha!

’Swounds, I should take it: for it cannot be

But I am pigeon-liver’d and lack gall

T'o make oppression bitter, or ere this

I should have fatted all the region kites

With this slave’s offal : bloody, bawdy villain !

Remorseless, treacherous, lecherous, kindless villain !

O, vengeance! 610

Why, what an ass am I1 This is most brave,

That I, the son of a dear father murder’d,

Prompted to my revenge by heaven and hell,

Moust, like a whore, unpack my heart with words,

And fall a-cursing, like a very drab,

A scullion ! .

Fieupon’t! foh! About, my brain! Hum, I have
heard

That guilty creatures, sitting at a play,

Have by the very cunning of the scene

Been struck so to the soul that presently 620

They have proclaim’d their malefactions ;

For murder, though it have no tongue, will speak

With most miraculous organ, 1’1l have these players
73
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Play something like the murder of my father

Before mine uncle: I’ll observe his looks;

I’Il tent him to the quick ¢ if he but blench,

I know my course. The spirit that I have seen

May be the devil ; and the devil hath power

To assume a pleasing shape ; yea, and perhaps

Out of my weaknees and my melancholy, 630

As he is very potent with such spirits,

Abuses me to damn me. 1’1l have grounds

More relative than this. The play ’s the thing

Wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king.
[Exit.
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Act Third.

Scene I.

A room in the castle.

Enter King, Queen, Polonius, Ophelia, Rosencrantz,
and Guildenstern.

King. And can you, by no drift of circumstance,
Get from him why he puts on this confusion,
. Grating so harshly all his days of quiet
With turbulent and dangerous lunacy ?
Ros. He does confess he feels himself distracted,
But from what cause he will by no means speak.
Guil. Nor do we find him forward to be sounded 3
But, with a crafty madness, keeps aloof,
When we would bring him on to some confession
Of his true state.
ueen. Did he receive you well ? 10
Ros. Most like a gentleman.
Guil. But with much forcing of his disposition.
Ros, Niggard of question, but of our demands
Most free in his reply.
Queen. Did you assay him
To any pastime ?

1
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Ros. Madam, it so fell out that certain players
We o’er-raught on the way : of these we told him,
And there did seem in him a kind of joy
To hear of it : they are about the court,
And, as I think, they have already order 20
This night to play before him.
Pdl. *Tis most true
And he beseech’d me to entreat your majesties
To hear and see the matter,
King. With all my heart; and it doth much content me
To hear him so inclined.
Good gentlemen, give him a further edge,
And drive his purpose on to these delights.
Ras. We shall, my lord.
[Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.

King. Sweet Gertrude, leave us too;
For we have closely sent for Hamlet hither,
That he, as ’twere by accident, may here 30
Affront Ophelia :

Her father and myself, lawful espials,

Will so bestow ourselves that, seeing unseen,
We may of their encounter frankly judge,
And gather by him, as he is behaved,

If’t be the affliction of his love or no

That thus he suffers for.
76



Prince of Denmark pg Act I11. Sc. i

Oph.
Pol.

I shall obey you:

And for your part, Ophelia, I do wish
That your good beauties be the happy cause
Of Hamlet’s wildness : so shall I hope your virtues
Will bring him to his wonted way again, 47
To both your honours.

Madam, I wish it may. [Exit Queen.
Ophelia, walk you here.  Gracious, so please you,
We will bestow ourselves. [Zo Ophclia.] Read on

this book

That show of such an exercise may colour
Your loneliness. We are oft to blame in this,—
*Tis too much proved—that with devotion’s visage
And pious action we do sugar o’er
The devil himself.

King. [A«de] O, ’tis too true!

Pol.

How smart a lash that speech doth give my con-
science ! so

The harlot’s cheek, beauntied with plastering art,

Is not more ugly to the thing that helps it

Than s my deed to my moet painted word :

O heavy burthen !

T hear him coming : let’s withdraw, my lord.

[Exeunt King and Polonius.
”
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Enier Hamlet.
Ham. To be, or not to be: that is the question

‘Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer

The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,

Or to take arms against a sea of troubles,

And by opposing end them. To die: to sleep; 60
No more ; and by a sleep to say we end

The heart-ache, and the thousand natural shocks
That flesh is heir to, ’tis a consummation

Devoutly to be wish’d. To die, to sleep;

To sleep: perchance to dream: ay, there’s the rubs
For in that sleep of death what dreams may come,
When we have shuffled off this mortal coil,

Must give us pause : there’s the respect

That makes calamity of so long life ; 69
For who would bear the whips and scorns of time,
The oppressor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely,
“The pangs of despised love, the law’s delay,

" The insolence of office, and the spurns

That patient merit of the unworthy takes,

When he himself might his quietus make

With a bare bodkin? who would fardels bear,

* To grunt and sweat under a weary life,
But that the dread of something after death,
The undiscover’d country from whose bourn
8
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No traveller returns, puzzles the thll S - <
And makes us rather bear those illi we have  t*
Than fly to others that we know not of ?
T'hus conscience does make cowards of us all,
And thus the native hue of resolution
Is sicklied o’er with the pale cast of thought, «
And enterprises of great pitch and moment
With this regard their currents turn awry
And lose the name of action. Soft you now !
The fair Ophelia! Nympb, in thy orisons
Be all my sins remember’d.

Opb. Good my lord, 90
How does your honour for this many a day ?

Ham. 1 humbly thank you: well, well, well.

Oph. My lord, I have remembrances of yours,
That I have longed long to re-deliver ;
I pray you, now receive them.

Ham. No, not I';
I never gave you aught.

0Oph. My bonour’d lord, you know right well you did ;
And with them words of so sweet breath composed
As made the things more rich : their perfume lost,
Take these again; for to the noble mind 100
Rich gifts wax poor when givers prove unkind.

There, my lord.
)
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Ham. Ha, ha! are you honsst?

Oph. My lord?

Ham. Are you fair ?

Oph. What means your lordship ?

Ham. That if you be honest and fair, your honesty
should admit no discourse to your beauty.

Oph. Could beauty, my lord, have better commerce
than with honesty ?

Ham. Ay, truly ; for the power of beauty will sooner
transform houesty from what it is to a bawd
than the force of honesty can translate beauty
into his likeness: this was sometime a paradox,

but now the time gives it proof. I did love .

you once.

Oph. Indeed, my lord, you made me believe so.

Ham. You should not have believed me ; for virtue
cannot so inoculate our old stock but we shall
relish of it: I loved you not.

Oph. T was the more deceived.

Ham. Get thee to a nunnery ¢ why wouldst thou be
a breeder of sinners? I am myself indifferent

- honest; but yet I could accuse me of such
things that it were better my mother had not
borne me: I am very proud, revengeful, am-
bitious ; with more offences at my beck than I
8

120
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have thoughts to put them in, imagination to
give them shape, or time to act them in. What
should such fellows as I do crawling between 130
1 heaven and earth! We are arrant knaves all ;
believe none of us. Go thy ways to a nunnery.
Where s your father ?
Oph. At home, my lord.
Ham. Let the doors be shut upon him, that he may
play the fool no where but in’s own house.
Farewell.
0ph. O, help him, you sweet heavens !
Ham. If thou dost marry, I’ give thee this plague
for thy dowry: be thou as chaste as ice, as 140
pure as snow, thou shalt not escape calumny.
Get thee to a nunnery, go: farewell. Or, if
thou wilt needs marry, marry a fool ; for wise
men know well enough what monsters you make
of them. To a nunnery, go; and quickly too.
Farewell,
; Oph. O heavenly powers, restore him !
Ham. 1 have heard of your paintings too, well
enough; God hath given you one face, and
you make yourselves another: you jig, you 150
"amble, and you lisp, and nick-name God’s
creatures, and make your wantonness your

3af 81
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ignorance. Go to, I’ll no more on’t; it

bath made me mad. I say, we will have no

more marriages ; those that are married already,

all but one, shall live; the rest shall keep as

they are. 'To a nunnery, go. [Exit.
Oph. O, what a noble mind is here o’erthrown !

The courtiet’s, soldier’s, scholar’s, eye, tongue,

sword : .

The expectancy and rose of the fair state, 160

The glass of fashion and the mould of form,

The observed of all observers, quite, quite down !

And I, of ladies most deject and wretched,

That suck’d the honey of his music vows,

Now see that noble and most sovereign reason,

Like sweet bells jangled, out of tune and barsh

That uomatch’d form and feature of blown youth

Blasted with ecstasy : O, woe is me,

To have seen what I have seen, see what I see!

Re-enter King and Polonius.

King. Love! his affections do not that way tend; 170
Nor what he spake, though it lack’d form a little,
Was not like madness. There ’s something in his soul
O’er which his melancholy sits on brood,

And I do doubt the hatch and the disclose
8a
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Will be some danger: which for to prevent,

I have in quick determination

Thus set it down :—he shall with speed to England,
For the demand of our neglected tribute :

Haply the seas and countries different

With variable objects shall expel 180

" This something-settled matter in his heart,

Pol.

‘Wherecn his brains still beating puts him thus
From fashion of himself. What think you on’t?
It shall do well ; but yet do I believe

The origin and commencement of his grief

Sprung from neglected love. How now, Ophelia !
You need not tell us what Lord Hamlet said ;

We heard it all. My lord, do as you please ;

But, if you hold it fit, after the play,

Let his queen mother all alone entreat him 190
‘To show his grief: let her be round with him;
And I’ll be placed, so please you, in the ear

Of all their conference. If she find him not,

To England send him, or confine him where

Your wisdom best shall think.

King. It shall be so:

Madness in great ones must not unwatch’d ga.
[Exeunt,
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Scene 11,

A ball in the castle,
Enter Hamlet and Players.

Ham. Speak the speech, I pray you, as I pronounced
it to you, trippingly on the tongue: but if you
mouth it, as many of your players do, I had as
lief the town-crier spoke my lines. Nor do
not saw the air too much with your hand, thus;
but use all gently : for in the very torrent, tem-
pest, and, as I may say, whirlwind of your
passion, you must acquire and beget a temper-
ance that may give it smoothness. O, it offends
me to the soul to hear a robustious periwig- 10
pated fellow tear a passion to tatters, to very
rags, to split the ears of the groundlings, who,
for the most part, are capable of nothing but
inexplicable dumb-shows and noise: I would
have such a fellow whipped for 0’erdoing Terma-
gant; it out-herods Herod : pray you, avoid it.

F' rst Play. 1 warrant your honour.

Ham. Be not too tame neither, but let your own dis-
cretion be your tutor ¢ suit the action to the word,

the word to the action ; with this special observ- 20
8a
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ance, that you o’erstep not the modesty of nature :
for anything so overdone is from the purpose of
playing, whose end, both at the first and now,
was and is, to hold, as ’twere, the mirror up to
pature ; to show virtue her own feature, scorn
her own image, and the very age and body of
the time his form and pressure. Now this over-
done or come tardy off, though it make the
enskilful laugh, cannot but make the judicious
grieve ; the censure of the which one mustin 30
your allowance o’erweigh a whole theatre of
others. O, there be players that I have seen
play, and heard others praise, and that highly,
not to speak it profanely, that neither having the
accent of Christians nor the gait of Christian,
pagan, nor man, have so strutted and bellowed,
that I have thought some of nature’s journeymen
had made men, and not made them well, they
imitated humanity so abominably.

First Play, 1 hope we have reformed that indiffer- 40
ently with us, sir.

Ham. O, reform it altogether. And let those that
play your clowns speak no more than is set down
for them : for there be of them that will them-
selves laugh, to sct on ;ome quantity of barren
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spectators to laugh too, though in the mean
time some necessary question of the play be
then to be considered : that’s villainous, and
shows a most pitiful ambition in the fool that
uses it.  Go, make you ready. [ Excunt Players. 50

Enter Polonius, Rosencraniz, and Guildenstern.

How now, my lord! will the king hear this

piece of work {

* Pol. And the queen too, and that presently.

Ham. Bid the players make haste. [Exit Polonius.]
Will you two help to hasten them ?

Ros, } We will, my lord.

Guil.
[ Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.
Ham. What ho! Horatio!

Enter Horatio.

Hor. Here, sweet lord, at your service.
Ham. Horatio, thou art e’en as just a man
As e’er my conversation coped withal. 6o
Hor. O, my dear lord,—
Ham. Nay, do not think I flatter ;
For what advancement may I hope from thee,
That no revenue hast b&t thy good spirits,
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To feed and clothe thee? Why should the poor be
flatter’d ?

No, let the candied tongue lick absurd pomp,

And crook the pregnant hinges of the knee

‘Where thrift may follow fawning. Dost thou hear ?

Since my dear soul was mistress of her choice,

And could of men distinguish, her election

Hath seal’d thee for herself : for thou hast been 70

As one, in suffering all, that suffers nothing ;

A man that fortune’s buffets and rewards

Hast ta’en with equal thanks : and blest are those

‘Whose blood and judgement are so well commingled

That they are not a pipe for fortune’s finger

‘T'o sound what stop she please. Give me that man

That is not passion’s slave, and I will wear him

In my heart’s core, ay, in my heart of heart,

As I do thee. Something too much of this.

There is a play to-night before the king ; 8o

One scene of it comes near the circumstance

Which I have told thee of my father’s death :

I prithee, when thou seest that act a-foot,

Even with the very comment of thy soul

Observe my uncle : if his occulted guilt

Do not itself unkennel in one speech,

It is a damned ghost that we have seen,
'
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Arnd my imaginations are as foul
As Vulcan’s stithy.  Give him heedful note ;
For I mine eyes will rivet to his face, 90
And after we will both our judgements join
In censure of his seeming,

Hor. Well, my lord :
If he steal aught the whilst this play is playing,
And ’scape detecting, I will pay the theft.

Ham. They are coming to the play: I must be idle:
Get you a place.

Danish march. A flourish. Enter King, Queen, Polonius,
Ophelia, Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, and other Lords
attendant, with the Guard carrying torches.

King. How fares our cousin Hamlet ?

Ham. Excellent, i faith ; of the chameleon’s dish :
I eat the air, promise-crammed: you cannot
feed capons so. 100

King. I have nothing with this answer, Hamlet;
these words are not mine.

Ham, No, nor mine now. [70 Polnius] My
lord, you played once i’ the university, you say

Pol. That did I, my lord, and was accounted a
good actor.

Ham. What did you enact ?

88
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Pol. 1 did enact Julius Caxsar: I was killed i
the Capitol ; Brutus killed me.

Ham. 1t was a brute part of him to kill so capital a 110
calf there. Be the players ready ?

Ros. Ay, my lord; they stay upon your pa-
tience,

Queen. Come  hither, my dear Hamlet, sit by
me.

Ham. No, good mother, here’s metal more attrac-
tive.

Pol. [To the King] O, ho! do you mark that ?

Ham. Lady, shall I lie in your lap?

[Lying doewn at Ophelia’s feet.

Opb. No, my lord. 120

Ham. I mean, my head upon your lap?

Oph. Ay, my lord,

Ham. Do you think I meant country matters ?

Opb. I think nothing, my lord.

Ham. That’s a fair thought to lie between maids’
legs.

Oph. What is, my lord ?

Ham. Nothing,

~0ph. You are merry, my lord.
Ham. Who, I? 130
Oph. Ay, my lord. -
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Ham. O God, your only jig-maker. What should

a man do but be merry? for, look you, how
checrfully my mother looks, and my father died
within ’s two hours.

Oph. Nay, ’tis twice two months, my lord.
Ham. So long? Nay then, let the devil wear black,

for I’ll have a suit of sables. O heavens! die

two months ago, and not forgotten yet? Then
there ’s hope a great man’s memory may outlive 140
his life half a year: but, by’r lady, he must
build churches then; or else shall he suffer

not thinking on, with the hobby-horse, whose
epitaph is, ¢ For, O, for, O, the hobby-horse is
forgot.’

Hautboys play.  The dumb-show enters.

Enter a King and a Queen very lovingly ; the Queen em-

bracing him, and he ber.  She kneels, and makes show
of protestation unto bim. He takes ber up, and declines
bis head upon ber neck : lays bim dowwn upon a bank of
flowers 2 she, seeing him asleep, leaves him. Anon
comes in a fellow, takes off bis crown, kisses ity and
pours poison in the King’s ears, and exit. The Queen
returns ; finds the King dead, and makes passiomate
action. The Poisoner, with some two or three Mutes,
[
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comes in again, seemirg to lament with ber. The
dead body is carried away. The Poisoner wooes the
Queen with gifis : she seems loath and unwilling awhile,
but in the end accepis bis love. [Exeunt.

Oph. What means this, my lord ?

Ham. Marry, this is miching mallecho; it means
mischief.

Opb. Belike this show imports the argument of the

play. 150
Enter Prologue.

Ham. We ghall know by this fellow: the players
cannot keep counsel ; they ’ll tell all.

Oph. Will he tell us what this show meant ?

Ham. Ay, or any show that you’ll show him: be
not you ashamed to show, he’ll not shame to
tell you what it means.

Oph. You are naught, you are naught: I’ll mark
the play.

Pro. For us, and for our tragedy,

Here stooping to your clemency, 160
We beg your hearing patiently.

Ham. s this a prologue, or the posy of a ring?

0Oph. ’Tis brief, my lord.

Ham. As woman’s love.

o
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Enter two Players, King and Queen.
P. King. Full thirty times hath Phoebus’ cart gone round
Neptune’s salt wash and Tellus’ orbed ground,
And thirty dozen moons with borrowed sheen
About the world have times twelve thirties been,
Since love our hearts and Hymen did our hands
Unite commutnal in most sacred bands. 170
P. Queen. So many journeys may the sun and moon
Make us again count o’er ere love be done !
But, woe is me, you are so sick of late,
So far from cheer and from your former state,
That I distrust you. Yet, though I distrust,
Discomfort yo, my lord, it nothing must :
For women’s fear and love holds quantity,
In neither aught, or in extremity.
Now, what my love is, proof hath made you know,
And as my love is sized, my fear is s0: 180
Where love is great, the littlest doubts are fear,
Where little fears grow great, great love grows there.
P. King. Faith, I must leave thee, love, and shortly too ;
My operant powers their functions leave to do:
And thou shalt live in this fair world behind,
Honour’d, beloved ; and haply one as kind
For husband shalt thou—

P. Queen. O, confound the rest!
98
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Such love must needs be treason in my breast :
In second husband let me be accurst!
None wed the second but who kill’d the first. 190
Ham. [ Aside] Wormwood, wormwood.
P. Queen. The instances that second marriage move
Atre base respects of thrift, but none of love :
A second time I kill my husband dead,
‘When second husband kisses me in bed.
P. King. I do believe you think what now you speak,
But what we do determine oft we break.
Purpose is but the slave to memory,
Of violent birth but poor validity :
‘Which now, like fruit unripe, sticks on the tree, 200
But fall unshaken when they mellow be.
Most necessary ’tis that we forget
To pay ourselves what to ourselves is debt :
What to ourselves in passion we propose,
The passion ending, doth the purpose lose.
The violence of either grief or joy
Their own enactures with themselves destroy :
Where joy most revels, grief doth most lament ;
Grief joys, joy grieves, on slender accident.
This world is not for aye, nor ’tis not strange 210
That even our loves should with our fortunes change,
For *tis a question left us yet to prove,
s
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Whether love lead fortune or else fortune love.
The great man down, you mark his favourite flies ;
The poor advanced makes friends of enemies :
And hitherto doth love on fortune tend ;
For who not needs shall never lack a friend,
And who in want a hollow friend doth try
Directly seasons him his enemy.
But, orderly to end where I begun, 220
Our wills and fates do so contrary run,
That our devices still are overthrown,
Our thoughts are ours, their ends none of our own :
So think thou wilt no second husband wed,
But die thy thoughts when thy first lord is dead.
P. Queen. Nor earth to me give food nor heaven light |
Sport and repose lock from me day and night !
To desperation turn my trust and hope !
An anchor’s cheer in prison be my scope !
Each opposite, that blanks the face of joy, 230
Meet what I would have well and it destroy !
Both here and hence pursue me lasting strife,
If, once a widow, ever I be wife !
Ham. If she should break it now !
P. King. *Tis deeply sworn.” Sweet, leave me here a
while §
My spirits grow dull, and fain I would beguile -
%
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The tedious day with sleep. [ Slecps.

P. Queen. Sleep rock thy brain ;
And never come mischance between us twain ! [ Exir.

Ham. Madam, how like you this play ¢

Queen. The lady doth protest too much, methinks. 240

Ham. O, but she’ll keep her word.

King, Have you heard the argument? Is there no
offence in ’t?

Ham. No, no, they do but jest, poison in jest; no
offence i’ the world.

King. What do you call the play?

Ham. The Mouse~trap. Marry, how? Tropically.
This play is the image of a murder done in
Vienna : Gonzago is the duke’s name ; his wife,
Baptista: you shal' see anon; ’tis a knavish 250
piece of work ; but what o’ that ? your majesty,
and we that have free souls, it touches us not : let
the galled jade wince, our withers are unwrung.

Enter Lucianus.

This is one Lucianus, nephew to the king.
Oph. You are as good as a chorus, my lord.
Ham. 1 could interpret between you and your love,
if I could see the puppets dallying.
Oph. You are keen, my lord, you are keen.
s
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Ham. It would cost you a groaning to take off my
edge. ‘ 260
Oph. Still better and worse, ‘
Ham. So you must take your husbando. Begin,
murderer ; pox, leave thy damnable faces, and
begin. Come : the croaking raven doth bellow
for revenge.
Luc. Thoughts black, hands apt, drugs fit, and time
agreeing ;
Confederate season, else no creature seeing ;
Thou mixture rank, of midnight weeds collected,
With Hecate’s ban thrice blasted, thrice infected,
Thy natural magic and dire property, 270
On wholesome life usurp immediately.

[ Pours the poison into the slecper’s ear.

Ham. He pecisons him i’ the garden for his estate.
His name ’s Gonzago : the story is extant, and
written in very choice Italian: you shall see anon
how themurderer gets the loveof Gonzago’s wife.

Opb. The king rises.

Ham. What, frighted with false fire !

Queen. How fares my lord ?

Pol. Give o’er the play.

King. Give me some light. Away! 280

9

Ty
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Pdl. Lights, lights, lights!
[ Excunt all but Hamlet and Horatio.

Ham. Why, let the stricken deer go weep,
The hart ungailed play ;
For some must watch, while some must sleep :
Thus runs the world away.
Would not this, sir, and a forest of feathers—if
the rest of my fortunes turn Turk with me—
with two Provincial roses on my razed shoes,
get me a fellowship in a cry of players, sir?
Hor. Half a share, 290
Ham. A whole one, 1.
For thou dost know, O Damon dear,
This realm dismantled was
Of Jove himself; and now reigns here
A very, very—pajock.
Hor. You might have rhymed.
Ham. O good Horatio, 1’1l take the ghost’s word
for a thousand pound. Didst perceive ?
Hor. Very well, my lord.
Ham. Upon the talk of the poisoning ? 300
Hor. 1 did very well note him.
Ham. Ah, ha! Come, some music! come, the
recorders !
Bg 97
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For if the king like not the comedy,
Why then, belike, he likes it not, perdy.
Come, some music !

Re-enter Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.

Guil. Good my lord, vouchsafe me a word with
you.

Ham. Sir, a whole hmory

Guil. The king, sir,— 310

Ham. Ay, sir, what of him?

Guil. Is in his retirement marvellous distem-
pered.

Ham. With drink, sir?

Guil. No, my lord, rather with choler.

Ham. Your wisdom should show itself more richer
to signify this to the doctor ; for, for me to put
him to his purgation would perhaps plunge him
into far more choler.

Guil. Good my lord, put your discourse into some 320
frame, and etart not so wildly from my affair.

Ham. 1 am tame, sir : pronounce.

Guil. The queen, your mother, in most great afflic-
tion of spirit, hath sent me to you.

Ham. You are welcome.

Guil. Nay, good my lord, this courtesy is not of the

93
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right breed.  If it shall please you to make me
a wholesome answer, I will do your mother’s
commandment : if not, your pardon and my
return shall be the end of my business. 330
Ham. Sir, 1 cannot.
Guil. What, my lord ?
Ham. Make you a wholesome answer; my wit’s
diseased : but, sir, such answer as I can make,
you shall command ; or rather, as you say, my
mother : therefore no more, but to the matter :
my mother, you say,—
Ros. Then thus she says ; your behaviour hath struck
her into amazement and admiration.
Ham. O wonderful son, that can so astonish a 340
mother! But is there no sequel at the heels
of this mother’s admiration? Impart.
Ros. She desires to speak with you in her closet, ere
you go to bed.
Ham. We shall obey, were she ten times our
mother. Have you any further trade with us?
Ros. My lord, you once did love me.
Ham. So 1 do still, by these pickers and
stealers.
Ros. Good my lord, what is your cause of dis- 350

temper ! you do surely bar the door upon
»
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your own liberty, if you deny your griefs to
your friend.

Ham. Sir, 1 lack advancement.

Ros. How can that be, when you have the voice
of the king himself for your succession in
Denmark ?

Ham. Ay, sir, but ¢while the grass grows,’—the
proverb is something musty.

Recenter Players with recorders.

O, therecorders ! let meseeone. To withdraw 360
with you :—why do you go about to recover the
wind of me, as if you would drive me into a toil 2
Guil. O, my lord, if my duty be too bold, my love
is too unmannerly.
Ham. 1 do not well understand that. Will you
play upon this pipe ?
Guil. My lord, I cannot.
Ham. 1 pray you.
Guil. Believe me, I cannot.
Ham. 1 do beseech you. 370
Guil. 1 know no touch of it, my lord.
Ham. It is as easy as lying: govern these ven-
tages with your fingers and thumb, give it
300
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breath with your mouth, and it will discourse
most eloquent music. Look you, these are
the stops.

Guil. But these cannot I command to any utter-
ance of harmony ;3 I have not the skill.

Ham. Why, look you now, how unworthy a thing
you make of me! You would play upon me; 380
you would seem to know my stops ; you would
pluck out the heart of my mystery 3 yonwould;
sound me from my lowest note to thctop of\
my compass: and there is much music, excel- }
lent voice, in this little organ; yet cannot you :
make it speak. 'Sblood, do you think I am
casier to be played on than a pipe? Call me
what instrument you will, though you can fret
me, yet you cannot play upon me.

Re-enter Polonius,

God bless you, sir ! 390
Pol. My lord, the queen would speak with you, and
presently.
Ham. Do you see yonder cloud that’s almostm
shape of a camel ?
Pol. By the mass, and ’tis like 2 camel, indeed.
308
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Ham. Methinks it is like a weasel.

Pol. It is backed like a weasel.

Ham. Or like a whale?

Pol. Very like a whale.

Ham. Then I will come to my mother by and by. 400
They fool me to the top of my bent. I will

come by and by.
Pol. I will say so. [Exit Polonius.
A Ham. ¢By and by’ is easily said. Leave me, friends.

[Excunt all but Hamlet.
*Tis now the very witching time of night,
When churchyards yawn, and hell itself breathes out
Contagion to this world: now could I drink hot

blood,
And do such bitter business as the day
Would quake to look on. Soft! now to my mother.
O heart, lose not thy nature ; let not ever 411

The soul of Nero enter this firm bosom :

Let me be cruel, not unnatural ;

I will speak daggers to her, but use none;

My tongue and soul in this be hypocrites ;

How in my words soever she be shent,

To give them seals never, my soul, consent ! [Exiz.
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Scene III. 4

A room in the castle.

Enter King, Rosencrantz, and Guildenstern.

King. 1 like him not, nor stands it safe with us

To let his madness range. Therefore prepare

you;

I your commission will forthwith dispatch,

And he to England shall along with you:

The terms of our estate may not endure

Hazard so near us as doth hourly grow

Out of his lunacies.
Guil, We will ourselves provide :

Moet holy and religious fear it is

To keep those many many bodies safe

That live and feed upon your majesty. 10
Ros. The single and peculiar life is bound

With all the strength and armour of the mind

To keep itself from noyance ; but much more

That spirit upon whose weal depends and rests

The lives of many. The cease of majesty

Dizs not alone, but like a gulf doth draw

303
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What ’s near it with it : it is a massy wheel,
Fix’d on the summit of the highest mount,
To whose huge spokes ten thousand lesser things
Are mortised and adjoin’d ; which, when it falls, 20
Each small annexment, petty consequence,
Attends the boisterous ruin. Never alone
Did the king sigh, but with a general groan.
King. Arm you, I pray you, to this speedy voyage,
For we will fetters put about this fear,
Which now goes too free-footed.
ée:‘fl.f } We will haste us.
! [Exeunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.

Enter Polonius.

Pol. My lord, he’s going to his mother’s closet :
Behind the arras I’ll convey myself,
To hear the process: I’ll warrant she’ll tax him
home :
And, as you said, and wisely was it said, 30
’Tis meet that some more audience than a mother,
Since nature makes them partial, should o’erhear
The speech, of vantage. Fare you well, my
liege : .
204
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Il call upon you ere you go to bed,
And tell you what I know.
King. Thanks, dear my lord.
[Exit Polonius.
O, my offence is rank, it smells to heaven ;
It hath the primal eldest curse upon’t,
A brother’s murder. Pray can I not,
¢ Though inclination be as sharp as will :
My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent,
And like a man to double business bound,
I stand in pause where I shall first begin,
And both neglect. What if this cursed hand
Were thicker than itself with brother’s blood,
Is there not rain enough in the sweet heavens
To wash it white as snow? Whereto serves
mercy
But to confront the visage of offence ?
And what’s in prayer but this twefold force,
To be forestalled ere we come to fall,
Or pardoa’d being down? Then I’ll look up; 50
My fault is past. But O, what form of prayer
Can serve my turn? “Forgive me my foul
murder 2’
That cannot be, since I am still possess’d

Of those effects for which I did the murder,
208
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My crown, mine own ambition and my queen.

May one be pardon’d and retain the offence ?

In the corrupted currents of this world

Offence’s gilded hand may shove by justice,

And oft ’tis seen the wicked prize itself

Buys out the law : but ’tis not so above ; 60
There is no shuffling, there the action lies

In his true nature, and we ourselves compell’d

Even to the teeth and forehead of our faults

To give in evidence. What then? what rests?
Try what repentance can: what can it not?

Yet what can it when one can not repent !

O wretched state! O bosom black as death |

O limed soul, that struggling to be free

Art more engaged! Help, angels! make assay!
Bow, stubborn knees, and, heart with strings of

steel, ’
Be soft as sinews of the new-born babe ! 71
All may be well. [ Retires and kneels.

Enter Hamles.

Ham. Now might I do it pat, now he is praying 3
And now I’ll do’t: and so he goes to heaven:
And so am I revenged. That would be scann’d 5
A villain kills my fathe':‘; and for that,
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I, his sole son, do this same villain send
To heaven.
O, this is hire and salary, not revenge.

He took my father grossly, full of bread, 8o
With all his crimes broad blown, as flush as
May ;

And how his audit stands who knows save heaven ?

But in our circumstance and course of thought,

*T'is heavy with him: and am I then revenged,

To take him in the purging of his soul,

When he is fit and season’d for his passage ?

No.

Up, sword, and know thou a more horrid hent :

‘When he is drunk asleep, or in his rage,

Or in the incestuous pleasure of his bed ; 90

At game, a-swearing, or about some act

That has no relish of salvation in’t ;

Then trip him, that his heels may kick at heaven

And that his soul may be as damn’d and black

As hell, whereto it goes. My mother stays :

This physic but prolongs thy sickly days. =~ [Exir.
King. [Rising] My words fly up, my thoughts remain

below :
Words without thoughts never to heaven go. [Exir.
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Scene 1V,
The Queen’s closet.
Enter Queen and Polonius,

Pol. He will come straight. Look you lay home to him :
Tell him his pranks have been too broad to bear with,
And that your grace hath screen’d and stood between
Much heat and him. I’ll sconce me even here.
Pray you, be round with him.

Ham. [ Within] Mother, mother, mother !

Queen. 1’1l warrant you; fear me not. Withdraw, I
hear him coming. [ Polonius bides bebind the arras.

Enter Hamlet.

Ham. Now, mother, what’s the matter ?

Queen. Hamlet, thou hast thy father much offended.
Ham. Mother, you have my father much offended. 10
Queen. Come, come, you answer with an idle tongue.
Ham. Go, go, you question with a wicked tongue.
Queen. Why, how now, Hamlet !

Ham. ‘What’s the matter now 2
Queen. Have you forgot me ?

Ham. wI;To, by the rood, not so:
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You are the queen, your husband’s brother’s wife

And—would it were not so !—you are my mother.
Queen. Nay, then, I’1l set those to you that can speak.
Ham. Come, come, and sit you down; you shall not

H]
You go not till I set you up a glass
Where you may see the inmost part of you. 20
Queen. What wilt thou do? thou wilt not murder me 2
Help, help, ho!
Pol. [Bebind] What, ho! help, help, help!
Ham, [Drawing] How now! a rat? Dead, for a ducat,

dead ! [ Makes a pass through the arras.
Pol. [Bebind] O, I am slain! [ Falls and dies.
Queen. O me, what hast thou done ?

Ham. Nay, I know not : is it the king?
Queen. O, what a rash and bloody deed is this !
Ham. A bloody deed! almost as bad, good mother,
As kill a king, and marry with his brother.
Queen. As kill a king !
Ham, Ay, lady, *twas my word. 30
[Lifts up the arras and discovers Polonius.
Thou wretched, rash, intruding fool, farewell !
I took thee for thy better : take thy fortune ;
Thou find’st to be too busy is some danger.

Leave wringiog of your hands : peace! sit you down,
109
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And let me wring your heart : for so I shall,
If it be made of penetrable stuff';
If damned custom have not brass’d it so,
That it be proof and bulwark against sense.
Queen. What have I done, that thou darest wag thy tongue
In noise so rude against me ?
Ham. Such an act 40
That blurs the grace and blush of modesty,
Calls virtue hypocrite, takes off the rose
From the fair forehead of an innocent love,
And sets a blister there ; makes marriage vows
As false as dicers’ oaths : O, such a deed
As from the body of contraction plucks
The very soul, and sweet religion makes
A rhapsody of words : heaven’s face doth glow s
Yea, this solidity and compound mass,
With tristful visage, as against. the doom, (1)
Is thought-sick at the act.
Queen. Ay me, what act,
That roars so loud and thunders in the index ?
Ham. Look here, upon this picture, and on this,
The counterfeit presentment of two brothers.
See what a grace was seated on this brow ;
Hyperion’s curls, the front of Jove himself,
An eye like Mars, to threaten and command ;

110
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A station like the herald Mercury

New-lighted on a heaven-kissing hill

A combination and a form indeed, 6o

Where every god did seem to set his seal

To give the world assurance of a man:

This was your husband. Look you now, what

" follows:

Here is your husband ; like a mildew’d ear,

Blasting his wholesome brother. Have you eyes ?

Could you on this fair mountain leave to feed,

And batten on this moor? Ha! have you eyes?

You cannot call it love, for at your age

The hey-day in the blood is tame, it ’s humble, 69

And waits upon the judgement : and what judgement
{/Would step from this to this? Sense sure you have,

Else could you not have motion : but sure that sense

Is apoplex’d : for madness would not err,

Nor sense to ecstasy was ne’er so thrall’d

But it reserved some quantity of choice,

To serve in such a difference.  What devil was "t

That thus hath cozen’d you at hoodman-blind ?

Eyes without feeling, feeling without sight,

Ears without hands or eyes, smelling sans all,

Or but a sickly part of one true sense 8o

Could not so mope.
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O shame! where is thy blush? Rebellious hell,
If thou canst mutine in a matron’s bones,
To flaming youth let virtue be as wax
And melt in her own fire: proclaim no shame
‘When the compulsive ardour gives the charge,
Since frost itself as actively doth burn,
0&. And reason pandars will.

Queen. O Hamlet, speak no more:
Thou turn’st mine eyes into my very soul,
And there I see such black and grained spots 9o
As will not leave their tinct.

Ham. Nay, but to live
In the rank sweat of an enseamed bed,
Stew’d in corruption, honeying and making love
Over the nasty sty,—

Queen, O, speak to me no more 3
These words like daggers enter in my ears ;
No more, sweet Hamlet |

Ham. A murderer and a villain ;
A slave that is not twentieth part the tithe
Of your precedent lord ; a vice of kings ;
A cutpurse of the empire and the rule,
That from a shelf the precious diadem stole 100
And put it in his pocket!

Queen. No more!
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Ham, A king of shreds and patches—
Enter Ghost.

Save me, and hover o’er me with yoﬁr wings,
You heavenly guards! What would your gracious
figure ?
Queen. Alas, he ’s mad !
Ham. Do you not come your tardy son to chide,
That, lapsed in time and passion, lets go by
‘The important acting of your dread command ?
O, say!
Gbost. Do not forget : this visitation 110
Is but to whet thy almost blunted purpose.
But look, amazement on thy mother sits :
O, step between her and her fighting soul :
Conceit in weakest bodies strongest works :
Speak to her, Hamlet.
Ham. How is it with you, lady ?
Queen. Alas, how is 't with you, '
That you do bend your eye on vacancy
And with the incorporal air do hold discourse ?
Forth at your eyes your spirits wildly peep;
And, as the sleeping soldiers in the alarm, 120
Your bedded hairs, like life in excrements,
St;nd up and stand an end. O gentle son,
32
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Upon the heat and flame of thy distemper
Sprinkle cool patience. Whereon do you look ?
Ham, On him, on him! Look you how pale he glares!
His form and cause conjoin’d, preaching to stones,
Would make them capable. Do not look upon me,
Lest with this piteous action you convert
My stern effects : then what I have to do 129
Will want true colour ; tears perchance for blood.
Queen. 'To whom do you speak this ?
Ham. Do you see nothing there ?
Queen, Nothing at all ; yet all that is I see.
Ham. Nor did you nothing hear ?
Queen. No, nothing but ourselves,
Ham. Why, look you there! look, how it steals away !
My father, in his habit as he lived !
Look, where he goes, even now, out at the portal !

[ Exit Ghost.
Queen. This is the very coinage of your brain:
This bodiless creation ecstasy
Is very cunning in.
Ham. Ecstasy ! 139

My yulse, as yours, doth temperately keep time,
And makes as healthful music : it is not madness
That I have utter’d : bring me to the test,

And I the matter will re-word, which madness

114
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Would gambol from. Mothes, for love of grace,

Lay not that flattering unction to your soul,

That not your trespass but my madness speaks :

It will but skin and film the ulcerous place,

‘Whiles rank corruption, mining all within,

Infects unseen. Confees yourself to heaven;

Repent what’s past, avoid what is to come, 150

And do not spread the compost on the weeds,

To make them ranker. Forgive me this my virtue,

For in the fatness of these pursy times _

Virtue itself of vice must pardon beg, “

Yea, curb and woo for leave to do him good.
Queen. O Hamlet, thou hast cleft my heart in twain.
Ham. O, throw away the worser part of it,

And live the purer with the other half.

Good night: but go not to my uncle’s bed ;

Assume a virtue, if you have it not. 160

- That monster, custom, who all sense doth eat,

Of habits devil, is angel yet in this,

That to the use of actions fair and good

He likewise gives a frock or livery,

That aptly is put on. Refrain to-night,

And that shall lend a kind of easicess

To the next abstinence ; the next more easy;

For use almost can change the stamp of nature,

118
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And either . . . the devil, or throw him out
With wondrous potency. Once more, good night :
And when you are desirous to be blest, 171
I’1l blessing beg of you. For this same lord,

[ Pointing to Polonius.
I do repent: but heaven hath pleased it so,
To punish me with this, and this with me,
That I must be their scourge and minister.
I will bestow him, and will answer well
The death I gave him. So, again, good night.
T must be cruel, only to be kind :
Thus bad begins, and worse remains behind.
One word more, good lady.

Queen. What shall I do? 180

Ham. Not this, by no means, that I bid you do
Let the bloat king tempt you again to bed ;

Pinch wanton on your cheek, call you his mouse ;
And let him, for a pair of reechy kisses,

Or paddling in your neck with his damn’d fingers,
Make you to ravel all this matter out,

That I essentially am not in madness,

X But mad in craft. *Twere good you let him know ;
For who, that’s but a queen, fair, sober, wise,
Would from a paddock, from a bat, a gib, 190
Such dear concernings lgde? who would do s0?

X
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No, in despite of sense and secrecy,
Unpeg the basket on the house’s top,
Let the birds fly, and like the famous ape,
To try conclusions, in the basket creep
And break your own neck down.

Queen. Be thou assured, if words be made of breath
And breath of life, I have no life to breathe A
‘What thou hast said to me.

Ham. I must to England ; you know that?

’ Alack, 3200

I bad forgot: ’tis so concluded on.

Ham. There’s letters seal’d : and my two schoolfellows,
Whom I will trust as I will adders fang’d,
They bear the mandate ; they must sweep my way,
And marshal me to knavery. Let it work;
For ’tis the sport to have the enginer
Hoist with his own petar: and’t shall go hard
But I will delve one yard below their mines,
And blow them at the moon: O, ’tis most sweet

;V/Wheninonelinetwocrafudirectlymeet. 210
This man shall set me packing :
I°1l lug the guts into the neighbour room.
Mother, good night. Indeed this counsellor
Is now moet still, most secret and most grave,
Who was in life a foolish prating knave.
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Come, sir, to draw toward an end with you.
Good night, mother.
[ Exeunt severally 3 Hamlet dragging in Polonius.

Act Fourth.

Scene I.

A room in the eastle.
Enter King, Queeny, Rosencrantz, and Guildenstern.

King. There’s matter in these sighs, these profound heaves:
You must translate ; ’tis fit we understand them.
Where is your son?

Queen. Bestow this place on us a little while,

[Exeunt Rosencraniz and Guildensiers.
Ah, mine own lord, what have I seen to-night!

King. What, Gertrude? How does Hamlet?

Queen. Mad as the sea and wind, when both contend
Which is the mightier : in his lawless fit,

Behind the arras hearing something stir,
‘Whips out his rapier, cries ¢ A rat, a rat!’ 10
And in this brainish apprehension kills
The unseen good old man.
s
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King. O heavy deed!

It had been so with us, had we been there:

His liberty is full of threats to all,

To yor. yourself, to us, to every one.

Alas, how shall this bloody deed be answer’d ?

It will be laid to us, whose providence

Should have kept short, restrain’d and out of haunt,

This mad young man : but so much was our love,

We would not understand what was most fit, 20

But, like the owner of a foul disease,

To keep it from divulging, let it feed

Even on the pith of life. 'Where is he gone?
Queen. To draw apart the body he hath kill’d :

O’er whom his very madness, like some ore

Among a mineral of metals base,

Shows itself pure; he weeps for what is done.
King. O Gertrude, come away!

‘The sun no sooner shall the mountains touch,

But we will ship him hence: and this vile deed 30

We must, with all our majesty and skill,

Both countenance and excuse. Ho, Guildenstern!

Reeenter Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.
Friends both, go join you with some further aid :
Hamlet in madness hath Polonius slain,

9
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And from his mother’s closet hath he dragg’d him :

Go seek him out ; speak fair, and bring the body

Into the chapel. I pray you, haste in this.
(Excunt Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

Come, Gertrude, we’ll call up our wisest friends ;

And let them know, both what we mean to do,

And what’s untimely done. . . . . 40

Whose whisper o’er the world’s diameter

As level as the cannon to his blank

Transports his poison’d shot, may miss our name

And hit the woundless air. O, come away!

My soul is full of discord and dismay. [Exeunt.

Scene II.

Another room in the castle.

Enter Hamlet,
Ham. Safely stowed.

Ros. .
pad } [ Within] Hamlet! Lord Hamlet.

Ham. But soft, what noise? who calls on Hamlet ?
O, here they come.
Enter Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.
Ros, What have you done, my lord, with the dead body{
. X20



Prince of Denmark pp Act IV, Sc. il.

Ham. Compounded it with dust, whereto "tis kin.

Ros. Tell us where ’tis, that we may take it thence
And bear it to the chapel.

Ham. Do not believe it.

Ros. Believe what?

Ham. That I can keep your counsel and not mine
own. Besides, to be demanded of a sponge !
what replication should be made by the son of
a king ?

Ros. Take you me for a sponge, my lord 2

Ham. Ay, sir; that soaks up the king’s counten-
ance, his rewards, his authorities. But such
officers do the king best service in the end : he
keeps them, like an ape, in the corner of his
jaw ; first mouthed, to be last swallowed : when
he needs what you have gleaned, it is but
squeezing you, and, sponge, you shall be dry
again.

Ros. 1 understand you not, my lord.

Ham. 1 am glad of it: a knavish speech sleeps in a
foolish ear.

Ros. My lord, you must tell us where the body is,
and go with us to the king.

Ham. The body is with the king, but the king is not
with the body. The king is a thing——

193
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Guil. A thing, my lord ?
Ham. Of nothing: bring me to him. Hide fox,
and all after, [Excunt.

Scene III.
Another room in the castle.
Enter King, attended,

King. I have sent to seek him, and to find the body.
How dangerous is it that this man goes loose !
Yet must not we put the strong law on him:
He’s loved of the distracted multitude,
Who like not in their judgement, but their eyes ;
And where ’tis so, the offender’s scourge is weigh’d,
Bat never the offence. To bear all smooth and even,
This sudden sending him away must seem
Deliberate pause: diseases desperate grown
By desperate appliance are relieved, 10
Or not at all,

Enter Rosencrants.
How now! what hath befall’n?
Ros. Where the dead body is bestow’d, my locd,
We cannot get from him.
. 188
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King. But where is he?

Ros. Without, my lord ; guarded, to know your pleasure.
King. Bring him before us,

Ros. Ho, Guildenstern! bring in my lord.

Enter Hamlet and Guildenstern.

King. Now, Hamlet, where ’s Polonius ?

Ham. At supper.

King. At supper! where?

Ham. Not where he eats, but where he is eaten: a 20
certain convocation of public worms are e’en at
him. Your worm is your only emperor for
diet: we fat all creatures else to fat us, and we
fat ourselves for maggots: your fat king and
your lean beggar is but variable service, two
dishes, but to one table : that’s the end.

King. Alas, alas!

Ham. A man may fish with the worm that hath eat
of a king, and eat of the fish that hath fed of
that worm. 30

King. What dost thou mean by this?

Ham. Nothing but to show you how a king may go
a progress through the guts of a beggar.

King. Where is Polonius ?

Ham. In heaven; esend thither to see: if your
183



Act IV, Sc. iii. g Hamlet,

messenger find him not there, seek him i’ the
other place yourself. But indeed, if you find
him not within this month, you shall nose him
as you go up the stairs into the lobby.

King. Go seek him there. [ To some Attendants. 40

Ham. He will stay till you come. [ Exeunt Attendanis.

King. Hamlet, this deed, for thine especial safety,
Which we do tender, as we dearly grieve
For that which thou hast done, must send thee hence
With fiery quickness : therefore prepare thyself;
The bark is ready and the wind at help,

The associates tend, and every thing is bent
For England.

Ham. For England ?

King. Ay, Hamlet.

Ham, Good.

King. So is it, if thou knew’st our purposes.

Ham. I see a cherub that sees them. But, come; so
for England! Farewell, dear mother.

King. Thy loving father, Hamlet.

Ham. My mother : father and mother is man and
wife; man and wife is one flesh, and so, my
mother. Come, for England ! [Exit.

King. Follow him at foot ; tempt him with speed aboard ;

Delay it not ; I°ll have him hence to-night:
134
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Away! for every thing is seal’d and done
That else leans on the affair : pray you, make haste.
[Exeunt Rosencrantz. and Guildenstern.

And, England, if my love thou hold’st at aught—
As my great power thereof may give thee sense, 61
Since yet thy cicatrice looks raw and red

After the Danish sword, and thy free awe

Pays homage to us—thou mayst not coldly set

Our sovereign process ; which imports at full,

By letters congruing to that effect,

The present death of Hamlet. Do it, England ;
For like the hectic in my blood he rages,

And thou must cure me: till I know tis done,
Howe’er my haps, my joys were nc’er begun. 70
" [Exit.

Scene IV.
A plain in Denmark.
Enter Fortinbras, a Captain and Soldicrs, marching.

For. Go, captain, from me greet the Danish king;
Tell him that by his license Fortinbras
Craves the conveyance of a promised march
Opver his kingdom. You know the rendezvous.
183
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If that his majesty would aught with us,
We shall express our duty in his eye;
And let him know so.
Cap. I will do’t, my lord.
For. Go softly on,
[Exeunt Fortinbras and Soldiers.
Enter Hamlet, Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, and others
Ham. Good sir, whose powers are these?
Cap. They are of Norway, sir. 10
Ham. How purposed, sir, I pray you?
Cap. Against some part of Poland.
Ham., Who commands them, sir ?
Cap. The nephew to old Norway, Fortinbras.
Ham. Goes it against the main of Poland, sir,
Or for some frontier ?
Cap. Truly to speak, and with no addition,
We go to gain a little patch of ground
That hath in it no profit but the name.
To pay five ducats, five, I would not farm it; 20
Nor will it yield to Norway or the Pole
A ranker rate, should it be sold in fee.
Ham. Why, then the Polack never will defend it.
Cap. Yes, it is already garrison’d.
Ham. Two thousand souls and twenty thousand ducats

Will not debate the question of this straw :
196
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This is the imposthume of much wealth and peace,
That inward breaks, and shows no cause without
Why the man dies. I humbly thank you, ir.
Cap. God be wi’ you, sir. ‘ [Exit.
Ros. Will ’t pleasc you go, my lord ?
Ham. 1’1l be with you straight. Go a little before. 31
[Exennt all but Hamlet.
How all occasions do inform sgainst me,
And spur my dull revenge! What is a man,
If his chief good and market of his time
. Be but to sleep and feed ? a beast, no more.
Sure, he that made us with such large diacourse,
L ooking before and after, gave us not
That capability and god-like reason
¥ o fust in us unwsed.  Now, whether it be
Bestial oblivion, or some craven scruple 40
Of thinking too precisely on the event,—
A thought which, quarter’d, hath but one part wisdom
And ever three parts coward,—I do not know
Why yet I live to say ¢this thing’s to do,’
Sith I have cause, and will, and strength, and means,
To do’t. Examples gross as earth exhort me:
Witness this army, of such mass and charge,
Led by a delicate and tender prince,
Whose spirit with divine ambition puff’d

17
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Makes mouths at the invisible event, (1)
Exposing what is mortal and unsure

« To all that fortune, death and danger dare,
Even for aa egg-shell. Rightly to be great
Is mot to etir without great argument,
But gready to find quarrel in a straw
When homour ’s at the stake. - How stand I then,
That have a father kill’d, a mother stain’d,
Excitements of my ressom and nty blood,
And let all sleep, while to my shame I see
The imminent death of twenty thousand men, 60
That for a fantasy and trick ef fame
Go to their graves like beds, fight for a plot
Whereon the nembers cannet try the cause,
Which is not temb emough and continent
To hide the olsin? O, from this time forth,
My thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth !

- [ Exit.

Scene V,
Elsinore. A room in the castle,
Enter Queen, Horatio, and a Gentleman,

Queen. 1 will not speak with her.
Gent. She is importunate, indeed distract :
128
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Her mood will needs be pitied.
would she have?
Gent. She speaks much of her father, says she hears
There’s tricks i’ the world, and hems and beats her
heart,
Spurns enviously at straws ; speaks things in doubt,
That carry but balf sense : her speech is nothing,
Yet the unshaped use of it doth move
The hearers to collection ; they aim at it,
And botch the words up fit to their own thoughts ;
Which, as her winks and nods and gestures yield
them, 1 81
Indeed would make one think there might be thought,
Though nothing sure, yet much unhappily.
Hor. *Twere good she were spoken with, for she may

strew
Dangerous conjectures ia ill-breeding minds.
Queen. Let her come in. [Exit Gentleman.

[Aside] To my sick soul, as sin’s true nature is,
Each toy seems prologue to some great amiss :

So full of artless jealousy is guilt, ‘
It spills itself in fearing to be spit. \ X 20
Reeenter Gentleman, ewith Ophelia.

Oph. Where is the beauteous majesty of Denmark ?

34 199
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Queen. How now, Ophelia!
Oph. [Sings] How should I your true love know
From another one ?
By his cockle hat and staff
And his sandal shoon.

Queen. Alas, sweet lady, what imports this song ?
Oph. Say you? nay, pray you, mark.
[Sings] He is dead and gone, lady,

He is dead and gone ; 30
At his head a grass-green turf,
At his heels a stone.
Oh, oh!
Queen. Nay, but Ophelia,—
Opb. Pray you, mark.
[Sings] White his shroud as the mountain snow,—
Enter King.

Queen. Alas, look here, my lord.
Oph. [Sings] Larded with sweet flowers ;
Which bewept to the grave did go
With true-love showers.

King. How do you, pretty lady ? 40
Oph. Well, God ’ild you! They say the owl was

a baker’s daughter. Lord, we know what we

130
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are, but know not what we may be. God be
at your table |

King. Conceit upon her father.
Oph. Pray you, let’s have no words of this; but
when they ask you what it means, say you this :
[Sings] To-morrow is Saint Valentine’s day
All in the morning betime,
And I a maid at your window,
To be your Valentine. :
Then up he rose, and donn’d his clothes,
And dupp’d the chamber-door 3
Let in the maid, that out a maid
Never departed more,
King. Pretty Ophelia !
Oph. Indeed, la, without an oath, I'’ll make an end
on’t:
[Sings] By Gis and by Saint Charity,
Alack, and fie for shame ! 6o
Young men will do’t, if they come to ’t ;
By cock, they are to blame.
Quoth she, before you tumbled me,
You promised me to wed.
He anewers :
So would I ha’ done, by yonder sun,
An thou' hadst not come to my bed.
338
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King. How long hath she been thus?

Opb. 1 hope all will be well. 'We must be patient s
but I cannot choose but weep, to think
they should lay him i’ the cold ground. My
brother shall know of it: and so I thank you
for your good counsel. Come, my coach!
Good night, ladies; good night, sweet ladies ;

70

good night, good night. [Exit.
King. Follow her cloee; give her good watch, I pray
you. [Extt Horatio.

O this is the poison of deep grief; it springs

All from her father’s death. O Gertrude, Gertrude,

When sorrows come, they come not single spies,
But in battalions! First, her father slain:

Next, your son gone ; and he most violent author 80

;1 Of his own just remove : the people muddied,

. Thick and uawholesome in their thoughts and whis-

pers,
/ For good Polonius’ desth; and we have done but

greenly,
In hugger-mugger to inter him: poor Ophelia
Divided from herself and her fair judgement,

Without the which we are pictures, or mere beasts :

Loast, and as much containing as all these,
Her brother is in secret come from France,
m
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Feeds on his wonder, keeps himself in clouds,

And wants not buzzers to infect his ear 9o

With pestilent speeches of his father’s death ;

Wherein necessity, of matter beggar’d,

Will nothing stick our person to arraign

In ear and ear. O my dear Gertrude, this,

Like to a murdering-piece, in many places

Gives me superfluous death. [ A noise eithin.

Alack, what noise is this ?

King. Where are my Switzers? Let them guard the door.

Enter another Gentleman.

‘What is the matter ?
Gent. Save yourself, my lord :
The ocean, overpeering of his list,
Eats not the flats with more impetuous haste 100
Than young Laertes, in a riotous head,
O’erbears your officers. The rabble call him lord ;
And, as the world were now but to begin,
Antiquity forgot, custom not known,
The ratifiers and props of every word,
They cry ¢Choose we; Laertes shall be king!*
Caps, hands and tongues applaud it to the clouds,
¢ Laertes shall be king, Laertes king!’
Queen. How cheerfully on the faloe trail they cry !
”»
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O, this is counter, you false Danish dogs ! 110
: [ Neise ewithin.
King. The doors are broke.

Enter Lacertes, armed ; Danes folloawing.

Laer. Where is this kmg? Sirs, stand you all without.

Danes. No, let’s come in.

Lager. I pray you, give me leave.

Danes. We will, we will.  [They retire without the door.

Laer. 1 thank you: keep the door. O thou vile king,
Give me my father !

Queen. Calmly, good Laertes.

Laer. That drop of blood that’scalm proclaimsme bastard;
Cries cuckold to my father ; brands the harlot
Even here, between the chaste unsmirched brows
Of my true mother. .

King. What is the cause, Laertes, 120
That thy rebellion looks so giant-like ?

Let him go, Gertrude ; do not fear our person :
There’s such divinity doth hedge a king,
That treason can but peep to what it would,
Acts little of his will. Tell me, Laertes,
Why thou art thus incensed : let him go, Gertrude
Speak, man.
Laer, Where is my father ?
"
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King. Dead.
Queen, But not by him.
King. Let him demand his fill. 129
Laer. How came he dead?  I’ll not be juggled with :
To hell, allegiance ! vows, to the blackest devil !
Conscience and grace, to the profoundest pit !
I dare damnation : to this point I stand,
That both the worlds I give to negligence,
Let come what comes ; only I’ll be revenged
Most throughly for my father.

King. Who shall stay you?
Laer. My will, not all the world :
And for my means, I’ll husbend them so well,
They shall go far with little.
King. Good Laertes,
If you desire to know the certainty 140
Of your dear father’s death, is ’t writ in your revenge
That, swoopstake, you will draw both friend and foe,
Winner and loser ?
Laer. None but his enemies.
King. Will you know them then ?
Laer. To his good friends thus wide I’ll ope my arms ;
And, like the kind life-rendering pelican,
Repast them with my blood.

King. Why, now you speak
. 18



S
Act IV, Sc. v. : °q Hamlet,

Like a good child and a true gentleman.
That I am guiltless of your father’s death,
And am most sensibly in grief for it, 150
It shall as level to your judgement pierce
As day does to your eye.
Danes. [Within] Let her come in.
Laer. How now! what noise is that ?

Reeenter Ophelia.
O heat, dry up my brains! tears seven times salt,
Burn out the sense and virtue of mine eye!
By heaven, thy madness shall be paid with weight,
Till our scale turn the beam. O rose of May!
Dear maid, kind sister, sweet Ophelia !
O heavens ! is’t possible a young maid’s wits
Should be as mortal as an old man’s life ? 160
Nature is fine in love, and where ’tis fine
It sends some precious instance of itself
After the thing it loves. _
Opb. [Sings] They bore him barefaced on the bier :
Hey non nonny, nonny, hey nonny :
And in his grave rain’d many a tear,—
Fare you well, my dove!
Laer, Hadst thou thy wits, and didst persuade revenge,

It could not move thus.
136
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Opb. [Sings] You must sing down a-down, 170
An you call him a-down-a.

O, how the wheel becomes it! It is the false
steward, that stole his master’s daughter.

Laer. This nothing ’s more than matter.

Opb. There’s rosemary, that’s for remembrance :
pray you, love, remember : and there is pansies,
that ’s for thoughts.

Laer. A document in madness ; thoughts and re-
membrance fitted.

.Opb. There’s fennel for you, and columbines: 180

there ’s rue for you: and here’s some for me:
we may call it herb of grace o’ Sundays: O,
you must wear your rue with a difference.
There ’s adaisy: I would give you some violets,
but they withered all when my father died:
they say 2’ made a good end,—
[Sings] For bonnie sweet Robin is all my joy.
Laer. Thought and affliction, passion, hell itself,
She turns to favour and to prettiness.
Oph. [Sings] And will & not come again? 190
And will 2’ not come again ?
No, no, he is dead,
Go to thy death-bed,

He never will come again.
w
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His beard was as white as snow,
All flaxen was his poll :
He is gone, he is gone,
And we cast away moan :
God ha’ mercy on his soul !
AndofallChnm;nwuh.IPnyGod. God be
wi’ you. [Exit. 200
Laer. Do you see this, O God ?
King. Laertes, I must commune with your grief,
Or you deny me right. Go but apart,
Make choice of whom your wisest friends you will.
And they shall hear and judge ’twixt you and me :
If by direct or by collateral hand
They find us touch’d, we will our kingdom give,
Our crown, our life, and all that we call ours,
T'o you in eatisfaction ; but if not, ,
Be you content to lend your patience to us, 210
And we shall jointly labour with your soul
To give it due content.
Laer. Let this be s0;
His means of death, his obscure funeral,
No trophy, sword, nor hatchment o’er his bones,
No noble rite nor formal ostentation,
Cry to be heard, as *twere from heaven to earth,
Thalmwun’tinq;elﬁon.
p ¢
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So you shall 5
Andvhaetheoﬁnoeuletdlegtutmﬁll.
1 peay you, go with me. [Exeunt.

Scene VI
Anotber room in the castle.
Exter Horatio and a Servant.

Hor. What are they that would speak with me?
Serv. Sea-faring men, sir : they say they have letters for

you.
Hor. Let them come in. [Exit Servast.
I do not know from what part of the world
T chould be greeted, if not from Lord Hamlet.

Enter Sailors.

First Sail. God bless you, sir.

Hor. Let him bless thee too.

First Sail. He shall, sir, an’t please him. There’s
a letter for you, sir; it comes from the am-
bassador that was bound for England ; if your 10

pame be Horatio, as I am let to know it is.
139
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Hor. [Reads] ¢ Horatio, when thou shalt have over-
looked this, give these fellows some means to the
king : they have letters for him. Ere we were
two days old at sea, a pirate of very warlike
appointment gave us chase. Finding ourselves
too slow of sail, we put on a compelled valour,
and in the grapple I boarded them : on the instant
they got clear of our ship; so I alone became their
prisoner. They have dealt with me like thieves 20
of mercy : but they knew what they did; I am
todo a good turn for them. Let the king have
the letters I have sent; and repair thou to me
with as much speed as thou wouldest fly death.

I have words to speak in thine ear will make

thee dumb; yet are they much too light for the

bore of the matter. These good fellows will

bring thee where I am. Rosencrantz and

Guildenstern hold their course for England :

of them I have much to tell thee. Farewell. 30
¢ He that thou knowest thine, HamrzT.’

Come, I will make you way for these your letters ;
And do’t the speedier, that you may direct me
To him from whom you brought them.  [Exewnt.

73
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Scene VII.
Another room in the castle.

Enter King and Laertes,

King. Now must your conscience my acquittance seal,
And you must put me in your heart for friend,
Sith you have heard, and with a knowing ear,
That he which hath your noble father slain \C
Pursued my life.
Laer, It well appears : but tell me
‘Why you proceeded not against these feats,
So crimeful and so capital in nature,
As by your safety, wisdom, all things elee,
You mainly were stirr’d ap.
King. O, for two special reasons,
Which may to you perhaps seem much unsinew’d, 10
But yet to me they ’re strong. 'The queen his mother
Lives almost by his looks ; and for myself—
My virtue or my plague, be it either which—
She ’s so conjunctive to my life and soul,
That, as the star moves not but in his sphere,
I could not but by her. The other motive,
Why to a public count I might not go,
243
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Is the great love the general gender bear him ;
Who, dipping all his faults in their affection,
Would, like the spring that turneth wood to stone,
Convert his gyves to graces; so that my arrows, 21
Too slightly timber’d for so loud a wind,
Would have reverted to my bow again
And not where I had aim’d them.
Laer. And so have I a noble father lost ;
A sister driven into desperate terms, -
‘Whoee worth, if praises may go back again,
Stood challenger on mount of all the age
For her perfections: but my revenge will come. .
King. Break not your sleeps for that : you must not think
That we are made of stuff so flat and dull 31
That we can let our beard be shook with danger
And think it pastime. You shortly shall hear more :
I loved your father, and we love ourself ;
And that, I hope, will teach you to imagine—

Enter a Messenger, with letters.

How now! what news?
Mess. ; Letters, my lord, from Hamlet
This to your majesty ; this to the queen.
King. From Hamlet! who brought them ?
Mess. Sailors, my lord, they say ; I saw them not: 39
43 .



Prince of Denmark e Act IV, Sc. vii.

They were given me by Claudio; he received them

Of him that brought them.
King. Laertes, you shall hear them.
Leave us. [Exit Mes 3

[Reads] ¢High and mighty, You shall know I am
set naked on your kingdom. To-morrow
shall I beg leave to see your kingly eyes:
when I shall, first asking your pardon there-
unto, recount the occasion of my sudden and
more strange return. e

¢ Hamezr.’
What should this mean? Are all the rest come back ?
Or is it some abuse, and no such thing ? 1}

Laer. Know you the hand ?
King. ’Tis Hamlet’s character. ¢Naked’!
And in a postscript here, he says ¢ alone’.
Can you advise me ?
Laer. 1’m lost in it, my lord. But let him come;
It warms the very sickness in my heart,
That I shall live and tell him to his teeth,
¢« Thus didest thow.’
If it be so, Laertes,—
A.s how should it be s0? how otherwise ?—

Will you be ruled by me?
"3
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Laer. Ay, my lord ; 60
So you will not o’errule me to a peace.

King. To thine own peace. If he be now return’d,
As checking at his.voyage, and that he means
No more to undertake it, I will work him
To an exploit now ripe in my device,
Under the which he shall not choose but fall :
And for his death no wind of blame shall breathe ;
But even his mother shall uncharge the practice,
And call it accident.
Laer. My lord, I will be ruled ;
The rather, if you could devise it so 70
That I might be the organ.
King. It falls right.
You have been talk’d of since your travel much,
And that in Hamlet’s hearing, for a quality
Wherein, they say, you shine: your sum of parts
Did not together pluck such envy from him,
As did that one, and that in my regard
Of the unworthiest siege.
Laer. What part is that, my lord?
King. A very riband in the cap of youth,
Yet needful too; for youth no less becomes
The light and careless livery that it wears 8o
Than settled age his sables and his weeds,

144
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Importing health and graveness. Two months since,
Here was a gentleman of Normandy :—
I’ve seen myself, and served againat, the French,
And they can well on horseback : but this gallant
Had witchcraft in’t; he grew unto his seat,
And to such wondrous doing brought his horse
As had he been incorpeed and demi-natured
With the brave beast : so far he topp’d my thought
- That I, in forgery of shapes and tricks, 90
Come short of what he did.
Laer. A Norman was’t?
King. A Norman.
Laer. Upon my life, Lamond. .
King. . The very same.
Laer. 1 know him well : he is the brooch indeed
And gem of all the nation.
King. He made confession of you,
And gave you such a masterly report,
For art and exercise in your defence,
And for your rapier most especial,
That he cried out, *twould be & sight indeed 100
If one could match you: the scrimers of their
nation,
He swore, had neither motion, guard, nor eye,
If ‘vou opposed them. Sir, this report of his
39 45
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Did Hamlet so envenom with his envy

That he could nothing do but wish and beg

Your sudden coming o’er, to play with him.

Now, out of this—
Laer. What out of this, my lord ?
King. Laertes, was your father dear to you?

Or are you like the painting of a sorrow,

A face without a heart ? :
Lacr. Why ask you this ? 110
King. Not that I think you did not love your father,

But that I know love is begun by time,

And that I see, in passages of proof,

Time qualifies the spark and fire of it.

There lives within the very flame of love

A kind of wick or snuff that will abate it;

And nothing is at a like goodness still,

For goodness, growing to a plurisy,

Dies in his own too much : that we would do

We should do when we would ; for this ¢would”

changes 120

And hath abatements and delays as many

As there are tongues, are hands, are accidents,

And then this ¢should’ is like a spendthrift sigh,

That hurts by easing. But, to the quick o’ the

ulcer :
17"
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Hamlet comes back : what would yo. - .dertake,
To show youreelf your father’s son in deed
More than in words?
Laer. To cut his throat i’ the church.
King. No place indeed should murder sanctuarize ;
Revenge should have no bounds. But, good
Laertes,
Will you do this, keep cloee within your chamber.
Hamlet return’d shall know you are come home : 131
We’ll put on those shall praise your excellence
And eet a double varnish on the fame
The Frenchman gave you ; bring you in fine together
And wager on your hedds: he, being remiss,
Moet generous and free from all contriving,
Will not peruse the foils, so that with ease,
Or with a little shuffling, you may choose
A sword unbated, and in a pass of practice
Requite him for your father.
Laer. I will do’t; 40
And for that purpose I Il anoint my sword
I bought an unction of a mountebank,
So mortal that but dip a knife in it,
Where it draws blood no cataplasm so rare,
Collected from all simples that have virtue
Under the moon, can save the thing from death

147
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That is but scratch’d withal : I°ll touch my point
With this contagion, that, if I gall him elightly,
It may be death.

King. Let’s further think of this;
Weigh what convenience both of tinie and means 150
May fit us to our shape: if this ehould fail,
And that our drift look through our bad performance,
*T'were better not assay’d : therefore this project
Should have a back or eecond, that might hold
If this did blast in proof. Soft! let me see:
We’ll make a solemn wager on your cunnings :
I ha’t:
When in your motion you are hot and dry—
As make your bouts more violent to that end—
And that he calls for drink, I’ have prepared him
A chalice for the nonce; whereon but sipping, 161
If he by chance escape your venom’d stuck,
Our purpose may hold there. But stay, what noise ?

Enter Queen.

How now, sweet queen !
Queen. One woe doth tread upon another’s heel,
So fast they follow : your sister ’s drown’d, L.aertes.
Laer. Drown’d! O, where? :
Queen. There is a willow grc:‘wa aslant a brook,
X,
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‘That shows his hoar leaves in the glassy stream ;
‘There with fantastic garlands did she come
Of crow-flowers, nettles, daisies, and long purples,
That liberal shepherds give a grosser name, 71
Bat our cold maids do dead men’s fingers call them :
There, on the pendent boughs her coronet weeds
Clambering to hang, an envious sliver broke ;
When down her weedy trophies and herself
Fell in the weeping brook. Her clothes spread wide,
And mermaid-like a while they bore her up:
‘Which time she chanted snatches of old tunes,
As one incapable of her own distress,
Or like a creature native and indued 180
Unto that element : but long it could not be
Till that her garments, heavy with their drink,
Pull’d the poor wretch from her melodious lay
To muddy death.
Laer. Alas, then she is drown’d !
Queen. Drown’d, drown’d.
Laer. Too much of water hast thou, poor Ophelia,
And therefore I forbid my tears: but yet
It is our trick ; nature her custom holds,
Let shame say what it will : when thess are gone,
The women will be out. Adieu, my lord: 190
I have a speech of fire that fain would blaze,
“w



Act V. Sc. i om Hamlet,
But that this folly douts it, [Exit.
King. Let’s follow, Gertrude :

How much I had to do to calm his rage!
Now fear I this will give it start again;
Therefore let ’s follow. [ Exeunt.

Act Fifth.

Scene 1.

A churchyard,
Enter two Clowns, with spades, ¢'c.

First Clo. Is she to be buried in Christian burial
that wilfully seeks her own salvation ?

Sec. Clo. 1 tell thee she is; and therefore make her
grave straight: the crowner hath sat on her,
and finds it Christian burial.

First Clo. How can that be, unless she drowned her-
self in her own defence ?

Sec. Clo. Why, ’tis found so.

First Clo. It must be ¢se offendendo ;’ it cannot be
else. For here lies the point: if I drown 10
myeelf wittingly, it argues an act: and an act
hath three branches ; it is, to act, to do, to per-

form : argal, she drowned herself wittingly.
150
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Sec. Clo. Nay, but hear you, goodman
delver.

First Clo. Give me leave. Here lies the water;
good : here stands the man; good : if the man
go to this water and drown himself, it is, will
he, nill he, he goes ; mark you that; but if the
water come to him and drown him, he drowns
not himeelf: argal, he that is not guilty of his
own death shortens not his own life. .

Sec. Clo. But is this law ?

First Clb. Ay, marry, is’t; crowner’s quest
law.

Sec, Clo. Will you ha’ the truth on’t? If this had
not been a gentlewoman, she should have been
buried out o’ Christian burial.

First Clo. Why, there thou say’st: and the more
pity that great folk should have countenance in
this world to drown or hang themselves, more
than their even Christian. Come, my spade.
There is no ancient gentlemen but gardeners,
ditchers and grave - makers: they hold up
Adam’s profession.

Sec. Clo. Was he a gentleman ?

First Cb., A’ was the first that ever bore

arms.
258
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Sec. Clo. Why, he had none.

First Clo. What, art a heathen? How dost thou 40
understand the Scripture? The Scripture says
Adam digged: could he dig without arme?

I’ll put another question to thee: if thou an-
swerest me not to the purpose, confess thyself—

Sec. Clo. Go to.

First Clo. What is he that builds stronger than
cither the mason, the shipwright, or the
carpenter ?

Sec. Clo. The gallows-maker ; for that frame out-
lives a thousand tenants. 50

First Clo. 1 like thy wit well, in good faith: the
gallows does well; but how does it well? it
does well to those that do ill : now, thou dost
ill to say the gallows is built stronger than the
church : argal, the galiows may do well to thee.
To’t again, come.

Sec. Clo. ¢ Who builds stronger than a mason, a ship-
wright, or a carpenter ?’

First Clo. Ay, tell me that, and unyoke.

Sec. Clo. Marry, now I can tell. 60

First Clo. To’t.

Sec. Clo. Mass, I cannot tell.
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Ester Hamlet and Horatio, afar off.

First Clo. Cudgel thy brains no more about it, for
your dull ass will not mend his pace with
beating, and when you are asked this question
next, say a grave-maker :’ the houses that he
makes last till doomsday. Go, get thee to
Yaughan ; fetch me a stoup of liquor.

[Exit Sec. Clowon.
[He digs, and sings.
In youth, when I did love, did love,
Methought it was very sweet, 70
To contract, O, the time, for-a my behove,
O, methought, there-a was nothing-a meet.

Ham. Has this fellow no feeling of his business, that
he sings at grave-making ?

Hor. Custom hath made it in him a property of
easiness. .

Ham. ’Tis ¢’en s0: the hand of little employment
hath the daintier sense.

First Clo. [Sings] But age, with his stealing steps,

Hath claw’d me in his clutch, 8o
And hath shipped me intil the land,
As if T had never been such.
(Throws up a shull.
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Ham. That skull had a tongue in it, and could sing
once : how the knave jowls it to the ground, as
if it were Cain’s jaw-bone, that did the first
murder! It might be the pate of a politician,
which this ass now o’er-reaches; one that
would circumvent God, might it not ?

Hor. Tt might, my lord.

Ham. Or of a courtier, which could say <‘Good go
morrow, sweet lord! How dost thou, sweet
lord?” This might be my lord such-a-one,
that praised my lord such-a-one’s horse, when
he meant to beg it; might it not?

Hor. Ay, my lord.

Ham. Why, €’en s0: and now my Lady Worm’s ;
chapless, and knocked about the mazzard with
a sexton’s spade : here’s fine revolution, an we
had the trick to see’t. Did these bones cost
no more the breeding, but to play at loggats 100
with ’em? mine ache to think on’t.

First Clo. [Sings] A pick-axe, and a spade, a spade,
For and a shrouding sheet :

O, a pit of clay for to be made
For such a guest is meet.

[Throws up another skull,
1354
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Ham. There’s another: why may not that be the
skall of a lawyer ? Where be his quiddities now,
his quillets, his cases, his tenures, and his tricks ?
why does he suffer this rude knave now to knock
him about the sconce with a dirty shovel, and 110
will not tell him of his action of battery ! Hum !
This fellow might be in’s time a great buyer
of land, with his statutes, his recognizances, his
fines, his double vouchers, his recoveries : is this
the fine of his fines and the recovery of his
recoveries, to have his fine pate full of fine dirt ?
will his vouchers vouch him no more of his pur-
chases, and double ones too, than the length and
breadth of a pair of indentures? The very con-
veyances of his lands will hardly lie in this box ; 120~
and must the inheritor himself have no more, ha ?

Hor. Not a jot more, my lord.

Ham. Is not parchment made of sheep-skins?

Hor. Ay, my lord, and of calf-skins too.

Ham. They are sheep and calves which seek out
assurance in that. I will speak to this fellow.
Whose grave’s this, sirrah?

First Clo. Mine, sir.

[Sings] O, a pit of clay for to be made

For such a guest is meet. 130
135
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Ham. 1 think it be thine indeed, for thou liest
in’t.

First Clo. You lie out on’t, sir, and therefore ’tis
not yours: for my part, I do not lie in’t, and
yet it is mine.

Ham. Thou doet lie in’t, to be in’t and say it is
thine: “tis for the dead, not for the quick;
therefore thou hiest.

First Clo. Tis a quick lie, sir; ’twill away again,
from me to you.

Ham, What man dost thou dig it for?

First Clo. For no man, sir.

Ham. What woman then ?

First Clo. For none neither.

Ham. Who is to be buried in’t?

First Clo. One that was a woman, air ; but, rest her
soul, she’s dead. .

Ham. How abeolute the knave is! we must speak
by the card, or equivocation will undo us. By
the Lord, Horatio, this three years I have
taken note of it; the age is grown so picked
that the toe of the peasant comes 8o near the heel
of the courtier, he galls his kibe. How long
hast thou been a grave-maker ?

First Clo. Of all the days :;‘the year, I came to’t

140
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that day that our last King Hamlet o’ercame
Fortinbras.

Ham. How long is that since ?

First Clo. Cannot you tell that? every fool can
tell that: it was that very day that young
Hamlet wasborn : he that is mad, and sent into
Eagland.

Ham. Ay, marry, why was he sent into Eng-
land ?

First Clo. Why, becawse &’ was mad; a’ shall
recover his wits there; or, if a° do not, ’tis no
great matter there.

Ham. Why?

. First Clo. *T'will not be seen in him there; there
the men are as mad as he.

Ham. How came he mad ?

First Clo. Very strangely, they say.

Ham. How ¢strangely’?

First Clo. Faith, e’en with losing his wits.

Ham. Upon what ground ?

First Clo. Why, here in Denmark: I have been
sexton here, man and boy, thirty years.

Ham. How long will a man lie i’ the earth ere he
rot ?

160
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First Ch. T’ faith, if a’ be not rotten before a’ die—180
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as we have many pocky corses now-a-days,
that will scarce hold the laying in—a’ will last
you some cight year or nine year: a tanner
will last you nine year.

'am. Why he more than another ?

First Clo. Why, sir, his hide is so tanned with his
trade that a’ will keep out water a great while ;
and your water is a sore decayer of your
whoreson dead body. Here’s a skull now:
this skull has lain in the earth three and twenty
years.

Ham. Whose was it ?

First Clo. A whoreson mad fellow’s it was: whose
do you think it was?

Ham, Nay, I know not.

First Clo. A pestilence on him for a mad rogue'
poured a flagon of Rhenish on my head once.
This same skull, sir, was Yorick’s skull, the
king’s jester.

Ham. This?

First Clo. E’en that,

Ham. Let me see. [Takes the skull.] Alas, poor
Yorick! I knew him, Horatio: a fellow of
infinite jest, of most excellent fancy: he hath

borne me on his back a thousand times; and
18

]
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now how abhorred in my imagination it is! my
gorge rises at it. Here hung those lips that I
have kissed I know not how oft. Where be
your gibes now? your gambols? your songs?
your flashes of merriment, that were wont to 210
set the table on a roar? Not one now, to
mock your own grinning? quite chop-fallen ?
Now get you to my lady’s chamber, and tell
her, let her paint an inch thick, to this favour
she must come; make her laugh at that.
Prithee, Horatio, tell me one thing.

Hor. What ’s that, my lord ? _

Ham. Dost thou think Alexander looked o’ this
fashion i’ the earth?

Hor. E’en so. 220

Ham. And smelt s0? pah! [ Puts down the skull,

Hor. E’en so, my lord.

Ham. To what base uses we may return, Horatio !
Why may not imagination trace the noble dust
of Alexander, till he find it stopping a bung-
hole ?

Hor. *Twere to consider too curiously, to consider
80.

Ham. No, faith, not a jot ; but to follow him thither
with modesty enough and likelihood to lead 230
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it: as thus: Alexander died, Alexander was
buried, Alexander returneth into dust; the
dust is earth; of earth we make loam; and
why of that loam, whereto he was converted,
might they not stop a beer-barrel ?

Imperious Czsar, dead and turn’d to clay,
Might stop a hole to keep the wind away :

O, that that earth, which kept the world in awe,
Should patch a wall to expel the winter’s flaw !

Buteoft! butsoft! aside: herecomes the king./(u.o

Enter Priests, 89°c, in procession 3 the Corpse of Opbelia,
Lacrtes and Mourners following ; King, Queen, their
trains, .

The queen, the courtiers : who is this they follow ?
And with such maimed rites? This doth betoken
The corse they follow did with desperate hand
Fordo its own life: ’twas of some estate.

Couch we awhile, and mark, [ Retiring with Horatio.

Laer. What ceremony else ?

Ham. That is Laertes, a very noble youth mark.

Laer. What ceremony else ?

"First Priest. Her obeequies have been as far enlarged
As we have warranty : her death was doubtful; 250
160
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And, but that great command o’ersways the order
She should in ground unsanctified have lodged
Till the last trumpet ; for charitable prayers,
Shards, flints and pebbles should be thrown on her :
Yet here she is allow’d her virgin crants,
Her maiden strewments and the bringing home
Of bell and burial.
Laer. Must there no more be done ?
First Priest. No more be done :
We should profane the service of the dead
To sing a requiem and such rest to her 260
As to peace-parted souls.
Laer. Lay her i’ the earth:
And from her fair and unpolluted flesh
May violets spring! I tell thee, churlish priest,
A ministering angel shall my sister be,
When thou liest howling.
Ham. What, the fair Ophelia!
Queen. [Scattering flowers] Sweets to the sweet: fare-
b well
I hoped thou shouldst have been my Hamlet’s wife ;
I thought thy bride-bed to have deck’d, sweet maid,
And not have strew’d thy grave.
Laer. O, treble woe

if Fall ten times treble on that cursed head 270
3/ 161
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Whoee wicked deed thy most ingenious sense

Deprived thee of! Hold off the earth a while,

Till I have caught her once more in mine arms :
[Leaps into the grave.

Now pile your dust upon the quick and dead,

Till of this flat 2 mountain you have made

To o’ertop old Pelion or the skyish head

Of blue Olympus.

Ham. [Advancing] What is he whose grief

Bears such an emphasis ? whose phrase of sorrow

Conjures the wandering stars and makes them stand

Like wonder-wounded hearers? Thisis I, 280

Hamlet the Dane. [Leaps into the grave.
Laer. The devil take thy soul! [ Grappling with bim.
Ham. Thou pray’st not well.

I prithee, take thy fingers frcm my throat ;

For, though I am not splenitive and rash,

Yet have I in me something dangerous,

Which let thy wisdom fear. Hold off thy hand.
King. Pluck them asunder.

Queen. Hamlet, Hamlet !
Al Gentlemen,—
Hor. Good my lord, be quiet.

[Tke Astendants part them, and they

come out of the grave.
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Ham. Why, I will fight with him upon this theme
Until my eyelids will no longer wag. 290
Queen. O my son, what theme ?
Ham. I loved Ophelia: forty thousand brothers
Could not, with all their quantity of love,
Make up my sum. What wilt thou do for her?
King. O, he is mad, Laertes.
Queen. For love of God, forbear him.
Ham. ’Swounds, show me what thou’lt do:
Woo’t weep? woo’t fight? woo’t fast ? woo’t
tear thyself?
Woo’t drink up eisel ? eat a crocodile ?
I’ll do’t. Dost thou come here to whine? 300
To outface me with leaping in her grave?
Be buried quick with her, and so will I: <%
And, if thou prate of mountains, let them throw
Millions of acres on us, till our ground,
Singeing his pate against the burning zone,
Make Ossa like a wart! Nay, an thou ’lt mouth,
I’ll rant as well as thou.
This is mere madness :
And thus a while the fit will work on him;
Anon, as patient as the female dove
When that her golden couplets are disclosed, 310
His silence will sit drooping.
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Ham. Hear you, sir ;
1 What is the reason that you use me thus?
I loved you ever: but it is no matter;
Let Hercules himself do what he may,
The cat will mew, and dog will have his day. [ Exit.
King. 1 pray thee, good Horativ, wait upon him.
[Exit Horatio.
[7% Lacrtes] Strengthen your patience in our last
night’s speech ;
We’ll put the matter to the present push.
Good Gertrude, set some watch over your son.
This grave shall have a living monument : 320
An hour of quiet shortly shall we see ;
Till then, in'patience our proceeding be. [ Excunt.

Scene II
A ball in the castle.
Enter Hamlet and Horatio.

Ham. So much for this, sir : now shall you see the other ;
You do remember all the circumstance ?
Hor. Remember it, my lord !
Ham. Sir, in my heart there was a kind of fighting,
That would not let me sleep: methought I lay
164
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Hor.

Worse than the mutines in the bilboes. Rashly,
And praised be rashness for it, let us know,

Our indiscretion sometime serves us well

When our deep plots do pall ; acd that should learn

us
There’s a dmmty that shapes our ends, 10
Rough-hew them how we will.

That is most certain.

Ham. Up from my cabin,

Hor.

My sea-gown scarf’d about me, in the dark
Groped I to find out them; had my desire,
Finger'd their packet, and in fine withdrew
To mine own room again ; making so bold,
My fears forgetting manners, to unseal
Their grand commission ; where I found, Horatio,—
O royal knavery !—an exact command,
Larded with many several sorts of reasons, 20
Importing Denmark’s health and England’s too,
With, ho! such bugs and goblins in my life,
That, on the supervise, no leisure bated,
No, not to stay the grinding of the axe,
My head should be struck off.

Is’t possible 2

Ham. Here’s the commission : read it at more leisure.

But wilt thou hear now how I did proceed ?
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Hor. 1 beseech you.
Ham. Being thus be-netted round with villanies,—
Or I could make a prologue to my brains, 30
They had begun the play,—I sat me down ;
Devised a new commission ; wrote it fair :
I once did hold it, as our statists do,
A baseness to write fair, and labour’d much
How to forget that learning ; but, sir, now
It did me yeoman’s service : wilt thou know
The effect of what I wrote ?
Hor. Ay, good my lord.
Ham. An earnest conjuration from the king,
As England was his faithful tributary,
As love between them like the palm might flourish,
As peace should still her wheaten garland wear 41
And stand a comma ’tween their amities,
And many such-like ¢ As’ es of great charge,
That, on the view and knowing of these contents,
Without debatement further, more or less,
He should the bearers put to sudden death,
Not shriving-time allow’d.
Hor. How was this seal’d ?
am. Why, even in that was heaven ordinant.
I had my father’s signet in my purse,

Which was the model of that Danish seal : 50
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Hor.

Folded the writ up in the form of the other

Subecribed it; gave’t the impression; placed it
safely,

The changeling never known. Now, the next day

Was our sea-fight ; and what to this was sequent

Thou know’st already.

So Guildenstern and Rosencrantz go to ’t.

Ham. Why, man, they did make love to this employ-

Hor.

ment ;
They are not near my conscience ; their defeat
Does by their own insinuation grow :
*Tis dangerous when the baser nature comes 6o
Between the pass and fell incensed points
Of mighty opposites.
- Why, what a king is this !

Ham. Does it not, think’st thee, stand me now upon—

Hor.

He that hath kill’d my king, and whored my mother ;
Popp’d in between the election and my hopes ;
Thrown out his angle for my proper life,

And with sach cozenage—is ’t not perfect conscience,

To quit him with this arm? and is’t not to be

damn’d,

To let this canker of our natuare come

In further evil ? 70
It must be shortly kn‘:’wn to him from England
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What is the issue of the business there,
Ham. It will be short : the interim is mine ;
And a man’s life ’s no more than to say ¢ One.’
But I am very sorry, good Horatio,
That to Laertes I forgot myself;
For, by the image of my cause, I see
The portraiture of his: I’ll court his favours:
But, sure, the bravery of his grief did put me
Into a towering passion.
Hor-. Peace ! who comes here ? 80

Enter Osric.

Osr. Your lordship is right welcome back to Den-
mark.

Ham. 1 humbly thank you, sir. Dost know this
water-fly ?

Hor. No, my good lord.

Ham. Thy state is the more gracious, for ’tis a vice
to know him. He hath much land, and fertile :
let a beast be lord of beasts, and his crib shall
stand at the king’s mess: tis a chough, but, as
I say, spacious in the possession of dirt. 90

Osr. Sweet lord, if your lordship were at leisure,
I should impart a thing to you from his
majesty. -
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Ham. 1 will receive it, sir, with all diligence of
spirit. Put your bonnet to his right use; ’tis
for the head.

Osr. 1 thank your lordship, it is very hot.

Ham. No, believe me, ’tis very cold ; the wind is
northerly.

Osr. It is indifferent cold, my lord, indeed. 100

Ham. But yet methinks it is very sultry and hot, or
my complexion—

Osr. Exceedingly, my lord; it is very sultry, as
’twere,—I cannot tell how. But, my lord, his
majesty bade me signify to you that he has laid
a great wager on your head: sir, this is the
matter—

Ham. 1 beseech you, remember—

[ Hamlet moves bim to put on bis bat,

Osr. Nay, good my lord ; for mine ease, in good
faith. Sir, here is newly come to court L aertes ; 110
believe me, an abeolute gentleman, full of most
excellent differences, of very soft society and
great showing: indeed, to speak feelingly of
him, he is the card or calendar of gentry, for you
shall find in him the continent of what part a
gentleman would see.

Ham. Sir, his definement ::ﬂ'en no perdition in

b {
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you; though, I know, to divide him inventor-
ially would dizzy the arithmetic of memory, and
yet but yaw neither, in respect of his quick sail. 120
But in the verity of extolment, I take him to be
a soul of great article, and his infusion of euch
dearth and rareness, as, to make true diction of
him, his semblable is his mirror, and who else
would trace him, his umbrage, nothing more.

Osr. Your lordship speaks most infallibly of
him.

Ham. The concernancy, sir? why do we wrap
the gentleman in our more rawer breath ?

Osr. Sir? 130

Hor. Is’t not possible to understand in anather
tongue? You will do’t, sir, really.

Ham. What imports the nomination of this gentle-
man ? :

Osr. Of Laertes?

Hor. His purse is empty already; all’s golden
words are spent.

Ham. Of him, sir.

Osr. 1 know you are not ignorant—

Ham. 1 would you did, sir; yet, in faith, if you 140
did, it would not much approve me. Well,
sir ?

170
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Osr. You are not ignorant of what excellence
Laertes is—

Ham. 1 dare not confess that, lest I should compare
with him in excellence; but, to know a man
well, were to know himself.

Osr. 1 mean, sir, for his weapon; but in the im-
putation laid oa him by them, ia his meed he ’s
unfellowed. 150

Ham. What ’s his weapon ?

Osr. Rapier and dagger.

Ham. That’s two of his weapons : but, well.

Osr. The king, sir, hath wagered with him six
Barbary horses : againet the which he has im-
pored, as I take it, six French rapiers and
poniards, with their assigns, as girdle, hanger,
and so: three of the carriages, in faith, are very
dear to fancy, very responsive to the hilts, most
delicate carriages, and of very liberal conceit. 160

Ham. What call you the carriages ?

Hor. 1 knew you must be edified by the margent
ere you had done.

Osr. The carriages, sir, are the hangers.

Ham. The phrase would be more germane to the
matter if we could carry a cannon by our sides s
I would it might be hangers till then. But,

1
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on: six Barbary horses against six French
swords, their assigns, and three liberal-conceited
carriages; that’s the French bet against the 170
Danish. Why is this ¢ imponed,’ as you call it ?

Osr. The king, sir, hath laid, sir, that in a dozen
passes between yourself and him, he shall not
exceed you three hits: he hath laid on twelve
for nine ; and it would come to immediate trial
if your lordship would vouchsafe the answer.

Ham. How if I answer ¢no”?

Osr. 1 mean, my lord, the opposition of your person
in trial.

Ham. Sir, T will walk here in the hall: if it please 180
his majesty, it is the breathing time of day with
me; let the foils be brought, the gentleman
willing, and the king hold his purpose, I will
win for him an I can; if not, I will gain noth-
ing but my shame and the odd hits.

Osr. Shall I redeliver you e’en so ?

Ham. To this effect, sir, after what flourish your
nature will.

Osr. I commend my duty to your lordship.

Ham. Yours, yours. [Exit Osric.] He does well 190
to commend it himself; there are no tongues

else for’s turn.
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Hor. This lapwing runs away with the shell on his
head.

Ham. He did comply with his dug before he sucked
it. Thus has he—and many more of the same
breed that I know the drossy age dotes on—
only got the tune of the time and outward habit
of encounter ; a kind of yesty collection, which
carries them through and through the most fond
and winnowed opinions ; and do but blow them
to their trial, the bubbles are out.

Enter a Lord.

Lord. My lord, his majesty commended him to you
by young Osric, who brings back to him, that
you attend him in the hall: he sends to know
if your pleasure hold to play with Laerteo, or
that you will take longer time.

Ham. 1 am constant to my purposes; they follow
the king’s pleasure : if his fitness speaks, mine
is ready ; now or whensoever, provided I be so
able as now.

Lord. The king and queen and all are coming
down.

Ham. In happy time.

Lord. The queen desires you to use some gentle
73
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entertainment to Laertes before you fall to
Y-
Ham.Pl;he well instructs me. [Exit Lord.
Hor. You will lose this wager, my lord.
Ham. 1 do not think so; since he went into France, 220
I have been in continual practice; I shall win
at the odds. But thou wouldst not think how ill
all’s here about my heart : but it is no matter.
Hor. Nay, good my lord,—
Ham. 1t is but foolery ; but it is such a kind of gain-
giving as would perhaps trouble a woman.
Hor. If your mind dislike any thing, obey it. I will
forestal their repair hither, and say ycu are not
fit.
Ham. Not a whit; we defy augury : there is special 230
providence in the fall of a sparrow. If it be now,
’tis not to come ; if it be not to come, it will be
now ; if it be not now, yet it will come: the
readiness is all ; since no man has aught of what
he leaves, what is’t to leave betimes? Let be.
Enter King, Queen, Lacries, and Lords, Osric and other
Attendants ewith foils and gaunilets ; a iable and
Sagons of wine on it,
King. Come, Hamlet, come, and take this hand from me.
[The King puts Laertes’ hand into Hamlet's.
e
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Ham. Give me your pardon, sir: I’ve done you wrong;
But pardon ’t, as you are a gentleman.
This presence knows,
And you must needs have heard, how I am punish’d
With sore distraction. What I have done, 241
That might your nature, honour and exception
Roughly awake, I here proclaim was madness.
Was’t Hamlet wrong’d Laertes? Never Hamlet:
If Hamlet from himself be ta’en away,
And when he’s not himself does wrong L aertes,
Then Hamlet does it not, Hamlet denies it.
Who does it then? His madness: if’t be so,
Hamlet is of the faction that is wrong’d ;
His madness is poor Hamlet’s enemy. 250
Sir, in this audience,
Let my disclaiming from a purposed evil
Free me so far in your most generous thoughts,
That I have shot mine arrow o’er the house,
And hurt my brother.

Laer. I am satisfied in nature,
‘Whoee motive, in this case, should stir me most
To my revenge : but in my terms of honour
I stand aloof, and will no reconcilement,
Till by some elder masters of known honour
I have a voice and precedent of peace, 260
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To keep my name ungored. But till that time
I do receive your offer’d love like love
And will not wrong it.
Ham. + I embrace it freely,
And will this brother’s wager frankly play.
Give us the foils. Come on.
Laer. Come, one for me.
Ham. 1’1l be your foil, Laertes : in mine ignorance
Your skill shall, like a star i’ the darkest night,
Stick fiery off indeed.
Laer. You mock me, sir.
Ham. No, by this hand.
King. Give them the foils, young Osric. Cousin Hamlet,
You know the wager ?
Ham. Very well, my lord ; 271
Your grace has laid the odds o’ the weaker side.
King. 1 do not fear it; I have seen you both :
But since he is better’d, we have therefore odds.
Laer. This is too heavy ; let me see another.
Ham. This likes me well. These foils have all a length ?
[Tkey prepare 10 play.
Osr. Ay, my good lord.
King. Set me the stoups of wine upon that table,
If Hamlet give the firat or second hit,

Or quit in answer of the third exchange, 280
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Let all the battlements their ordnance fire ;
The king shall drink to Hamlet’s better breath ;
And in the cup an union shall he throw,
Richer than that which four successive kings
In Denmark’s crown have worn. Give me the cups 3
And let the kettle to the trumpet speak,
The trumpet to the cannoneer without,
The cannons to the heavens, the heaven to earth,
¢ Now the king drinks to Hamlet.” Come, begin ;
And you, the judges, bear a wary eye. 290
Ham. Come on, sir.
Laer. Come, my lord. CThey play.
Ham. One.
Laer. No.
Ham. Judgement.
Osr. A hit, a very palpable hit.
Lacr. Well ; again.
King. Stay; give me drink. Hamlet, this pearl is thine ;
Here’s to thy health.
[ Trumpets sound, and cannon shot off within.
Give him the cup.
Ham. 1’1l play this bout first; set it by a while.
Come. [They play.] Another hit; what say you?
Laer. A touch, a touch, I do confess.

King. Our son shall win,
*m 77
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He’s fat and scant of breath.

Here, Hamlet, take my napkin, rub thy brows :

The queen carouses to thy fortune, Hamlet. 300
Ham. Good madam !

King. Gertrude, do not drink.

Queen. 1 will, my lord ; I pray you, pardon me.

King. [Aside] 1t is the poison’d cup; it is too late.
Ham. 1 dare not drink yet, madam; by and by.

Queen. Come, let me wipe thy face.

Laer. My lord, I’°H hit him now.

King. I do not think *t.

Laer. [Aside] And yet it is almoet against my conscience.
Ham. Come, for the third, Laertes: you but dally ;

I pray you, pass with your best violence ;

I am afeard you make a wanton of me. 310
Laer. Say you so? come on. (They play.
Osr. Nothing, neither way.

Laer. Have at you now !
[ Laertes wounds Hamlet 3 then, in scuffling, they
change rapiers, and Hamlet wounds Lacrtes.

King. iy Part them ; they are incensed.
Ham. Nay, come, again, [The Queen falls.
Osr. Look to the queen there, ho!

Hor. They bleed on both sides. How is it, my lord 2

Osr. How is’t, Laertes ?
178
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Laer. Why, as a woodcock to mine own springe, Oeric 3
I am justly kill’d with mine own treachery.
Ham. How does the queen ?

King. She swounds to see them bleed.
Queen. No, no, the drink, the drink,—O my dear
Hamlet,— 320

The drink, the drink ! I am poison’d. [ Dies.
Ham. O villany! Ho! let the door be lock’d :

Treachery! seek it out. [Laertes falls.
Laer. 1t is here, Hamlet : Hamlet, thou art slain ;

No medicine in the world can do thee good,

In thee there is not half an hour of life ;

The treacherous instrument is in thy hand,

Unbated and envenom’d : the foul practice

Hath turn’d itself on me ; lo, here I lie,

Never to rise again: thy mother ’s poison’d: 330

I can no more : the king, the king ’s to blame.
Ham. The point envenom’d too !

Then, venom, to thy work. [Stabs the King.
All. Treason! treason!
King. O, yet defend me, friends; I am but hurt,
Ham. Here, thou incestuous, murderous, damned Dane,

Drink off this potion : is thy union here ¢

Follow my mother. [King dies.
Laer. He is justly served ;
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It is a poison temper’d by himself.
Exchange forgiveness with me, noble Hamlet : 340
Mine and my father’s death come not upon thee,
Nor thine on me! [Dies.
Ham. Heaven make thee free of it! I follow thee.
I am dead, Horatio. Wretched queen, adieu!
You that look pale and tremble at this chance,
That are but mutes or audience to this act,
Had I buot time—as this fell sergeant, death,
Is strict in his arrest—O, I could tell you—
But let it be. Horatio, I am dead ;
Thou livest ; report me and my cause aright 350
To the unsatisfied.
Hor. Never believe it:
I am more an antique Roman than 2 Dane :
Here ’s yet come liquor left.
Ham. As thou ’rt a man,
Give me the cup: let go; by heaven, I’ll have’t.
O good Horatio, what a wounded name,
Things standing thus unknown, shall live behind me !
If thou didst ever hold me in thy heart,
Abgent thee from felicity a while,
And in this harsh world draw thy breath in pain,
/'\' To tell my story. [ March afar of, and shot within.
What lv.l.au'like noise is this? 360
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Osr. Young Fortinbras, with conquest come from Poland,
To the ambassadors of England gives
This warlike volley.
Ham. 0O, I die, Horatio ;
The potent poison quite o’er-crows my spirit :
I cannot live to hear the news from England ;
But I do prophesy the election lights
On Fortinbras : he has my dying voice ;
So tell him, with the occurrents, more and less,
Which have solicited. The rest is silence. [ Dies.
Hor. Now cracks a noble heart. Good night, sweet
prince, 370
And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest !
[ March aithin.
Why does the drum come hither ?

Enter Fortinbras, and the English Ambassadors, with
drum, colours, and Attendants.

Fort. Where is this sight ?
Hor. What is it you would see ?
If aught of woe or wonder, cease your search.
Fort. This quarry cries on havoc. O proud death,
What feast is toward in thine eternal cell,
That thou so many princes at a shot
So bloodily hast struck ?

18z
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First Amb. The sight is dismal ;
And our affairs from England come too late :
The ears are senseless that should give us hearing,
To tell him his commandment is fulfill’d, 381
That Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are dead :
Where should we have our thanks ?

Hor. Not from his mouth
Had it the ability of life to thank you:
He never gave commandment for their death.
But since, so jump upon this bloody question,
You from the Polack wars, and you from England,
Are here arrived, give order that these bodies
High on a stage be placed to the view ;
And let me speak to the yet unknowing world 390
How these things came about : so shall you hear
Of carnal, bloody and unnatural acts,
Of accidental judgements, casual slaughters,
Of deaths put on by cunning and forced cause,
And, in this upshot, purposes mistook
Fall’n on the inventors’ heads : all this can 1
Truly deliver.

Fort. Let us haste to hear it,
And call the noblest to the audience.
For me, with sorrow I embrace my fortune :
I have some rights of memory in this kingdom, 400
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Which now to claim my vantage doth invite me.
Hor. Of that I shall have also cause to speak,
And from his mouth whose voice will draw on
more
But let this same be presently perform’d,
Even while men’s minds are wild ; lest more mis-
chance
On plots and errors happen.
Fort, Let four captains
Bear Hamlet, like a soldier, to the stage;
For he was likely, had he been put on,
To have proved most royally : and, for his passage,
The soldiers’ music and the rites of war 410
Speak loudly for him.
Take up the bodies : such a sight as this
Becomes the field, but here shows much amiss.
Go, bid the soldiers shoot.
[ A dead march. Exeunt, bearing of the bodies :
after which a peal of ordnance is shot off.
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Glossary.

*yhe; (FL “Ae™); 11, Li
Anou-r, get to your ‘work ! 1. ii. 617,
ABOVE ; ‘‘more a,” moreover; Il ii.

126.
Anux;lmnu-r (Ff. ‘A&n‘d;cmt:').
;:;:rmnment for ‘?mmfe with h
8 Ilmlld.l‘y lea of that wi l"
makes one brief and shortens tedious
conversation)  IL. ii. 439.
ABSOLUTE, posmve \; 148;
fect, faultiss (used by Osric), V. L.
I1X.
ABSTR. summary, or epitome ; (FL.
“d:tra::l:”)' 11 ki '
ABusg, delusion ; IV. vii. s1.

ABuszs, decclves ll. il 632,
ACQUITTANCE, ?V vii. 1.
Acl'r, operation § a.rbunon “eflect™);

ﬁ.gnrnon, title 3 1. }v :o. .
nnlss,prepue i, ax
ADMIRATION, wondet,
L ii. 192
ADULTERATE, adulterous; 1. v. 42.
JNEAS' TALE TOo DIipo; bnrlesque
lines from an imaginary play written

ts

after the randlloquent manner ol

uasi-classical plays (e.g. Nuh 's con-
gnbuncns to lfarlowe 's D: en
of Carthage); 11. ii. 4
AFEARD, s V. ii
Arucﬂothaﬁ'ectnlon (I"f. “aflecta-
ii. 464.
Arnonr, confront, encounter; IIL i.
A-roor, in s IIL ii. 83.
AFTER, accordiny to IL L

S,
AGAINST, in an upnunn of; hL iv.
o

A1n, guess; IV, v. o.
Auowmct, penmmon (aeeotdxnz to
some, s of a. ”mallowable

conditions; Il. ii.
Aqun, eot)l lZewilder IL i

AuAnum‘r.monuhmsnt Ill. il _339.
AMBITION,
Ill. iil. ss.
u{. move in an affected manner;
IIL & 1s1.
Amss, misfortune ; IV, v. 18,
ANCHOR'S, Anchorite’ s, hermit’s

; IIL

ii. o

“Aunzg.wlu. HE NOT COME AGAIN,”
""z' books of the periodcalted The

s e 7T/

Mi 's Dum, ple . 190.

AN END, on end ; (Q. 1, ““on end™); 1.
v. 19

ANGLE, angling-line ; V. ii. 66,

AN 17, i ‘:‘i u:g!".

ANNEXMENT, appendage ; III. iii 21

ANoON, soon, Tmn“" 1L ii 508.

Answn, to a challenge; V.

£ ANswmt‘n, explained ; IV. i, 16.
disguised,

AN'nc, fantastic; 1L .

An'nqut. ancient ; V. il. 352.

APART, aside, away ; IV.% 24

Arg; “ the famous ape,” etc., & refer-
ence to an old fable which bas not
yet been identified ; IIL iv. 193-196 -

Arﬁ;ux D, affected’ with apoplexy,

iv. 7

Arrommxar'n, equipment; IV. vi. 16

APPREHENSION, conception, percep:
tion ; I ii. 319.
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ArprovE, affirm, conﬁn% Li H
credit, m‘ke lpproved, L il x4x."'

ArPURTENANCE, proper accompani-
ment ; II ii. 388,

ARGAI, Clown’s blunder for ergv; V.

Amvuln‘r, subject, plot of a play;
1L ii. 372
——, subject in dlspute, IV.iv.
Am YOU, prepare yourselves ; lﬂ iil.

)ufutry (originally made at

ii. 163.
Arnct.s‘, clause in an agreement I
“a soul of great a.” 7.¢. a soul

with so many qualitics that its inven-

tory would be very large, V. ii. 122,
As, asiif; ll i 9
nsl nthongh, IV v 203. 20,
l\) 159, na.mel{
As’ Q.;' used qmbblgg Y, (Ff. ! Am:" H
L il 43
ASLAN'I‘, across ; 1V, vii. 168,
AsSAULT § “of etal a.”, “incident
to all men" H 3%
AssAY, trial, tent ll. i 71.
— try H lll i.
— a”, * throng to the
rescue”; IIL i

Assays OF BIAS, indirect aims, (such
as one takes in the e of bowls,
taking into account the bias side of
the bowl); II. i. 6s.

ASSIGNS, nppendaga V. ii. 156,

AsSISTANT, helpful ; . i, 3.

ASSURANCE, securif wnh play
tl;a legal sense ‘the word ;

ATTENT, attentive ; I fi. 19,

ATTRIBUTE, reputation ; ; Liv. 22,

AugHT; “hold’st at a.”, holds ofany

value, values at all ; I

Au-monrnls offices of
tributes of power ; lV.

Avovcu, declaration

A-WORK, at work ; ll’. li. ;xo.

v:on

luthonty,
n 17.

Back, “support in reserve”; IV, wvii

154.

BAKED-MEATS, pastry; *‘funeral b.”,
cold entertainment pi for the
mourners at a funeral; L ji. 180

Ban, curse; 1IL ii. 969.

BAPTISTA, ‘used as e woman's name

perly a man's, ¢/ Tam of
knm), I1L ii. aso.

BARe, mere; 111 i.

B‘}nx D ABOUT, grew like bark around ;

. Vo 7L,

BAinmz, barren of wit, foolish; IIL
1. 48,

BARR'D, debarred, excluded ; L ii. 14.

BATTEN, grow fat IIL iv. 67

Bu'rm, well-worn, familiar; IL ii

Buvmco, striking 3 (Q. 1, *‘ fow
Collier MS., * mz:gg"i 1 i.l;'f
BeavuTIED, beantified 3 1L i. 5:.
BEAUTIFIED, be.uufuf end
beauty, (Theobald “MW”),
B L ii. 110, b of th
EAVER, visor; movable part e
helmet covering the face ; 1. ii. 2
BeppED, lying flat, (?) matted' io'l

iv, 121,
-rldden (Qq. -5 *“ded
Brcd") | L
RETLES, pto;ects uts over iv. 710
BeHOVE, behoof, profit ; 1. 4
BeNT, straining, tensmn H ém rly
an expr&sslon of archery) H
‘to the top of my b.", to e
ntmost I1L ii. 4o1.
anmmw, a mild oath§ IL L x13.
BEsMIRCH, soil, mlly, 1. m. xs.
B:srux, address, s 1L ii.

an'r 3 “in all my b.", to the utmost of
my powu s L iL 120,
BesTOWED, placed, lodged; II. ii
7
Bs‘ , allow, permit ; L. ii. 141
Bmouam', thought of; 5 L iii. go
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Glossary.

Bivszoxs, stocks or fetters used for
pnsonmonbourdshlp, V. lg 6.

Bisson ;  ‘b. rheum,’ se
tears ; II, ii 3.‘

Bumx, “the fte mark at which
shot or nrrom 'm aimed *

(Steevens); IV. i,
BLANKs, blanches, maks pale; IIL
ii. 230.
B o the tying or of fire.
rom the or
arms or cmnon;‘whnmhst or burst
in the proof” (Steevens); IV. vii.
155.
B:iAml:un, blighting influences;
fii.
BLAZON ; ¢ eternal b. y K:bhemon of
eternal ies ; per
=infernal, or used ¢ to express ex-
treme abhorrence’); I. v. :u.
BLENCH, start aside § 11 ii.

BLoAT Mont' Ff, 'uw
bloméo(hx iv, 182, »
Bu)on, pusnon 1v. i:n‘iS' “b. ;lnd

i 74
Bl.owu, full blown, in its bloom ; III.

Bomm. address; II. ii 13:.

BobpEs, forebodes, portends; L i 6?.

Bon;(&u. the old word for dngger 1L

Bopykins, diminutive of body ; *‘the
reference was nally to sacra-
mental bread ; * !l

¢« BONNIE SWEET Ronm," the first
wom of a well-known song of the

(found in Holborne's Cits-

2::1‘ Sckoole, 1597, etc.); IV. v, 187.

Bore, callbrc, importance of a ques-
tion; IV. vi. 27,

BornE IN HAND, deceived with false
hopes ; I ii. 67.

Bm.mn, ready, r

sLvé

. ii. go
lm,lmi:, boundny IIL i 79

g Hamlet

linding | Brave, glorious; II. ii. 3x2.

anm, ostentation, bravado ; V. i

Blu‘m whl?er 1L 1.
Bnu'rm'r: whis m. 130

BlleTHlNG TIME, ume exercise

L il 2

BRINGING HOME, strictly, the brid;
procession from church; applied ¢

a maid’s funeral ; V. i.
Broap, unrestmned HI iv. 2.
BROKE, broken ; IV.'v. 111
BRrokERS, go betweenn. L iii. 127,
kaovocn, an ornament worn in the hat

. Vil

Broobp rad on b.”, brooding ; IIL i. 173
Brurr, proclaim lbmad L ii x27.
BupGg, stir, move lll. iv. 18,
Bugs, bugbears ; V. ii 22,

BusinNzss, do business ; 1. ii. 37.

BurToNs, buds; L iii 40.

Buz, suzlan mmjemon used to inter
'st the teleﬁof a story already

L il 422

Bunz.;ms. w{*{,mierm 3 (Q. 1676, *“ whis

Bv AND BY, |mmdy 3 1L, ii. 400

Bv 'R LADY, byour lady ; a slight cath
IIL i 3410

CaN, cando; HL ni 65.
DIED, sugared, flattering; IIL ii
CA:'xn, canker worm ; I iii. 39.
CANON, divine law; L i 132
CapaBLE, capable of feeling, suscep-
tible ; 111. iv. 187,

CAr-A-rx,from hﬂﬂ b foot (Old Fr.
‘decapa ,z

CaritoL; 1 was kille}i“;' the C.” (an
error npea in lins Casar;
Casar illed in the Curia
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Pom; near the theatre of Pompey
in thle”g;mpm Martius); IIL ii. 109.
alluding probably to the

Sm'd) 6. i 140 v

‘AROUSES, drinks ; V. ii. 300.

SARRIAGE, tenor, import ; 1. i.

ZAm?,’ 17:", chariot ; IIL. ii. 16s.

'ARD; “by the c.”, with on
Y t :K:’pma.n's
'ARNAL, sensual ; V. ii. 392.
n 94-
CARRY IT AWAY, gain the victory ; 1.
CARVE FOR, choose for, please ;

L iii.

20,

AST, casting, moulding ; L i 73.

—, contrive; ‘c. beyond ourselves’,
to be over suspicious (1to be mis-
taken); IL i 11s.

CATAPLASM, ters IV, vil. 144

CAUTEL, deceit, falseness ; 1. it 1s.

CAVIARE; “a Russian condiment made
from the roe of the sturgeon ; at that
time a new and fashionable delicacy
not obtained nor relished by the
vulgar, and therefore used by Shake-

8| to signify anything above
LE" eir wmprehzngon" (Nares); IL
ii. 457

Ceasg, extinction . *‘cesse® 3
Pope ‘‘ decease”); 111 1ii. 15

CeNSURE, opinion § I, iii.

CENTRE, 7.¢. of the Earth ;1L ii. 1

CEREMENTS, clotbs used as shrouds for
dead bodies; I. iv. 48.

CHAMELEON, an animal supposed to
feed on air; IIL ii, 98,

CHANGE, exchan, e; L il 163,

CHANSON, son, fused affectedly ; not
found elsewhere in Shakespeare;

¢ piows chanson ;' 30 Qq.; Ff. *
/:; i i 1
CHARACTER, band-wiiting; IV. vii
53~
CHARACTER, write, imprint; L. iii.
CHARGE, expe.nse,' l\J. lv.'47; Ioas&
weight; V. ii. 43.

Glossary.

Cuaanm,moumpnlom,l.iii.

CHECKING AT; “fo check at,” a
term in falconry, applied to a hawk
when she f es her game
and follows some other; Qc.}. 2, 3,
“the King at” ; Qqe 4, 8, 6,  liking
not”); 1V. vil. 6;

Chre, chicy, especiaity s L. i
HIEF, chiefly, especially ; L. iii. 74.

CHOPINE, a high cork si:oe; Ii. il

447+
CHORUS, interpreter of the action of a

y; 1IL i 2
C::)amcn, a soldifis‘and wealthy boor ;
ing to some, = * chatter-
ng crow”); V.ii.
CICATRICE, scar; IV.iii. 62.
CIRCUMSTANCE, circumlocution, detail

L v. 127,
t”, details of

“c. of thou
thought which 1 to a conclusion §
ed 5 I ii. 356

IL 1ii. 83.

CLAPPED, a

CLxPE, call; L. iv, 19.

CLIMATURES, regions; I. i 125,

CLOSELY, secretly 3 1L i. 29.

CLOSES WITH, agrees with ; 1I. i. 45.

Cq.Acgun-:, coagulated, clotted ; II.
ii. 484.

COoCKLE HAT; a mussel-shell in the
hat was the Sadge of pilgrims bound
for places of devotion beyond sea;

IV. v. as.
CoiL ; * mortal c.”, mortal life, turmoil
of mortality 3 I1L. i. 67.
CoLp, e IV, vii. 173.
CoLpvy, lightly ; IV. {ii. 64.
COLLATERAL, indirect ; IV, v. 206
COLLEAGURD, 3 L i ox.
COLLECTION, an attempt to collect
some fromit; IV. v. o.
CoLUMBINES, flowers emblematic of
faithlessness ; IV, v. 180,
CoMBAT, duel ; 1. L. 84,
CoMMA, “ a ¢, "tween their amities,”
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Glossary. % Hamle
the Ilest break or separation; V.| more c. e,” when we have m
ii. 42, time for consideration ; II. ii. 81.

Couunnnmr, command; IIL ii | CoNsoNaNCY, accord, ndship ;

il
Con:ﬁlu&" ¢“the very c. of thy aoul Cons?rgrx-ru, fixedly ; L ii. 23s.

powers of observnuon CONTAGION, contagious thi
(F “my sou™); 111 i 8. AiTAGION contagi g
CoMMERCR, intercourse ; IIL i. 109. | CONTENT, please, gratify ; IIL L 2
CoMPELLED, enforced ; iV. vi 17, Com-mm. that which contains, .

CoMmPLETE STEEL, full armour; L iv. | _iv. 64; inventory, V. ii. 11s.
532, NTRACTION, the of
Couruxxon, temperament, natural | marriage contract ; III. iv. 46

disposition ; I, iv. a7, CONTRIVING, plomng, IV. vii. 1.
ComrLy, use ceremony ; IL ii. 390 CONVERSATION, intercourse; IIX.
COMPULSATOI\', compelling ; (Ff.| 6o

“ compulsatine”); 1. i. 103. . CONVERSE, conversation ; II. i. 42.
CompuLSIVE, com , compelling ; | Convoy, conveyance ; 1.iii. i‘
IIL iv. 86, COPED WITHAL, met wuh 1L ii. ¢

CoNcElT, imagination ; lll. iv. 114, Conrsg, corpse ; I, iv. s2.
des’lgn, “liberal c.” , tasteful, | COTED, overtook, passed by (a term

elabonte design; V. ii. x59. hunting); II. u. 0.
CoNCERNANCY, import, meaning; V. | CoucHED, conceal ecl3 1L ii. 476
128, (.ovcn wz, let us lle down, conc
CONCLUSIONS, experiments; III. iv.

198. Cotm‘r. aceount, tnni 1V. vii. 17.
CONDOLEMENT, sorrow ; L. ii. g3, COUNTENANCE, favanr IV. ii. 26
CONFEDERATE, eompmng, favouring ; | COUNTER§ hounds “oun cownte

I11. ii. 267. when they follow the scent in ¢
CONFINE, boundary, terntory, L i 15s. | wrong direction; a term of t
Conrines, places of confinement,| chase;IV.v. 110

prisons 3 IL. ii. ass. Coum-nnrr PRESENT MENT, portrs

CoeroN'r, ouu‘:ce, 1L, iii 11L iv. s
Courusmn, oonfuslon of rmna (Rowe | CourLe, join, add; I, v, 93

confesion (in margm). CouPLETS ; * golden [ i
“cou'_;a:im ') ll.fei. lays oan:wo e‘fgs,_m a nme,afnr
Coucnmﬂou. eol!ecuon; II. ii.| newly hatched birds
Con (FL. “ C:hhyduls::dtpn hv' ; 'f‘ S
ncnuma agreemg, comine- USIN, ofa ew ; I i
ing); IV. . Coznm:s, deouxl:ep mdtery.
CONJUI(C‘HVE. clouly Joined ; 1V. vil.
Cozr.u'n cheated ; IIL. Iv. 77.

Conslnvm«:n' “in thh c”; In the | CRACKED WiTHIN _THR RING; “the
following way ; or, ¢in thus t’ollowinf was formerly a ring or circle on t
up your remarks’ (Schmidt); 11 ;1:] within which the loveuizl
ol . h was placed ; if

"D, fit for refl s “atour! tended from the edge beyond tll
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Irince of Denmark =

wn)reﬁluedszﬁt for
currency s il
nrﬂ:i used for the

fore a maiden’s coffin, and
afterwud: hung up in the church;
(Ff. *yites’; ‘Crants’ occurs in the

ring, the

form corance in Chay 's Alphon-
ous, (qf Lowland tch crmc&
otherwise unknown in English); V.

L 2
unin‘r. credulous, believing ; I. iii.

30,
rEw, did cmw l i 147,
RIED} “c, in th agof mine,” were
high erdun mine; 1

RIES ON, cries out; V., ii. 375.
RIMEFUL, nul 3 (Qa.  “crimi-
nali™); 1V, vii. 7.
ROCODILE ; “‘ woo't eat a C.”, referring
pmbnb‘l’ to the toughness of its

IOOK, mke to bend ; IIL. i, 66,

0 across its way; (to cross
!he path of a ghost was to come under
its evil influence); 1. 1. ¢
ROW-FLOWERS (probabl y
1V. vii. 171,
ROWNER, coroner; V. i a4.

uen:up-,
com,; terally, a pack of

lm'unds)ml"fi'.gi prinady

UR, encix-wotd call; (a technical

stage term); 1L ii. 587.

P8, fisticuffs, Iows' II u.v

mzmas, res vii,
15

> e; “c. and woo”, bow and

b:::ci“m‘bend and tmclde"' IIL iv.
5!

Jlf:)USLY, fancifully; V. i 327.

JRRENTS, courses ; 111 iii s

AINTIER, more delicate; V. i. 78.

A1sY, emblem of hithl&ne-. 1V.

um,nﬁ(mx of Denmrk L i1s,
ANSKERS, [RISAN

Glossary

DAY AND NIGHT, an exclamation; L
Yo X
Dn:us-r. greatest, intensest; I. ii.

DEARLY, heartily, earnestlx s IV. il 43.
DzArTH, high value; V. ii. 123,
DERCLINE UPON, sink down to; L v. so
Dmluluoifdllng, going from bad to

anu'r. destmctxon IL i 598.
Dxm‘rm, dnﬁgund, ii.
Dnrm dnll in wea “science
of defenou 3 IV, vu.I;g.m'
Dnrmnﬂu’r. definition ; V. ii. 117.
DejecT, dejected ; 111, i. 16
DELATED, set forth in detail, prob.=
“ltlattd‘ (the reading of the folios,
m;ly ‘del;:d"-emmsted, dele-
& 3 L i
DELIVER, relate; 1. ii. 193
DELveR, dzuer, o L 18,
DEMANDED OF, quesuoned by; IV.
ii. 12,
DexoTR, mark, portray ; I. ii. 8:
DEsIRES, good mshes, il ii. 6o. >
sz‘rnrrvl nimbleness, celenty, (S
Walker, ¢ uknty"),'l ii. 157.
Dizet; “yom' worm is your only em-
puwford. , & grim play of words
upon *“the Dietof Worms 'IV iil. 2
Dtrrmmc:, properly a term In
heraldry for a slight mark of distinc-
tion in the coats of arms of members
of the same family ; hencema slight
difference ; IV. v. 8
DIPPIRINCI'S, ‘excellent d.”, dis-
Dungu ing qualities; V., itl;d'm
lsurom'rxn, unappointed, un
med ; (Pope ¢ g)munmmd "5 Tm
d *‘ wmagponted { Lv 77
Discros, hatching ; I11. i 174.
Discrosep, hatched : V. i. 310.
Discourse, conversatlon IL i. 208
~——3 ‘“d. of reason,” i.c. the reasone
ing faculty ; L. ii. 250,
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Dmoovm, disclosure, confession ; IL | dramas, wherein declamation to
the of -ction lll i, :46-14;
gujoln-r, disjointed ; L ii. r::d - ]33:: D, opened ; “ “‘ V. 53
uu-rcu. to o tinge 0 7
il 3. get v Mal;z du's“) L iii zg‘ " Qa2
B'm s L Eages, sbary, soue; (FL 4
ISPOSITION, nature ; L iv. A sour ¢
DisTEMPER ; *‘your ‘cause os d.”, the nh “ rEe

cause of your disorder ; IIL. ii. 350. EALI, Yne‘ile (t.l. “ev-l"). o No
Dumuun. dnsmrbed lll. ii. L iv, 36.
DisTiLL'D, dissolved, melt (i EAr; "m the e.”, within hearing ; I
F. 1, “Bestild™) . ii. m. i

DISTRACT, distracted ; IV. v. a. EAsnmss, nneonoemedness V. i 7
DistrusT; “I d. ycmi EAT, eaten ; IV, iii. 28.
anxious aboutyon 111 i x EcsTasy, nudneu IL i 102,

DIVULGING, bein, EDGE, incitement ; ML i 26.

Do; “todo,” to done 1v iv. E purposes ; 11L iv.
Docuum,'pm:ept, mstnlctloc,w Elslll. negar ; s the term m’.‘hy L

p! by older English writers

Ll,glon Liix the bitter drink given to Ch:

Doom, msday ; ?IL iv. so. s =late Lat. acetslium); [9. ‘
DousT, suspect, fur LiL 251. vessels” ; Q. z, “ EBsill”;

Dours, doe- out, ex g,l" “Esile”); V. i
'F a ¢ droum’: Ff. El.smon, the residenee of the Dan
3, 4 'dr IV vii. 193 ldngsim:mom for the royal castle
DOWN-GYVED, &e gyves commanding the entra
or fetten, (s:' F x. Qq. 3 3 6, oftheSound l!.xi.a,&
)

. downe | EMuLA’ emulm L8
d"'?l‘:‘ baldQ?‘zmﬁmd"; ENAC‘I‘,T:.M IIL i, 107. 3
i led down); IL i |. 8o ENAC‘I‘URI‘.S, actions ; IIL. ii. 207.
1L ii. Eucourmm-r, mnmventnon,

X!
DuAnru Fllofdmd i.il.m
Dmurr; “d. of circu msunoe, * round- Eucunaxu'n, folded ; I. v. 174.
about methods ; (Qq. “d. ¢/ confer- | ENGAGED, enungled i 111, iii 69.

ence” ; Oolher conj. “d. ¢f com- | ENGINER, engincer; III. iv.
ﬁdnu:c"), IIL & 12, ENSEAMED, defiled, ﬁlthy, I
DRIVES AT, rushes upon ; 1L il. 494 93
DucaTs, gold coins ; IL ii. ENTERTAINMENT ; “gentle e.’, sh

Duu. l;l;'.‘mr ;uuh.al:.c. “ma e ullog Eofkmdness V. il Iaxs L
m by s every man NTREATMENTS, solicitations;
the hand” ( ohnso:\)‘, L 1:{64. 122,

DumB sHOwW, a show nnaceomp-nied ExviousLy, angrily ; IV. v. 6.
by Wol:::‘l‘srewdln the dial Enu«:. wandering, roaming; I
and for owing the action o a
play, introduced originally as a Esco‘rnn, maintained ; IL ii. 362
compensatory addition to Senecan | EsPIALS, spies; lll.i.gz.
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ESTATE, rank; V. L

E ? infernal?#. i H G
1,;12::&)- el ii. 376; (cs.

EvEN, honest, straightforward ; IL. ii.

EvEx CHRISTIAN, fellow-Christian ; V.
N
E“g:-' result, issue; IV. iv. 41,

. EXCEPTION, s V. ii. 242,
EXCREMENTS,  ex: out-
b th; (used of hair nails);
E 1L iv. 121, Q “
XPECTANCY, hope; expecta-
tion™); 111. i. 160,

ExPOSTULATE, discuss; IL ii. 86.
En:.ns, expressive, perfect; II. ii.
X
»Em!:“ , behaviour 11 il 300
) LMENT, praise ; V. ii. 121.
) EXTRAVAGAN g deri

e Glossary.

l'umon‘ a mere tem| mood ; 1.
iil. 6; £ of himself,” s.¢. his usual
demeanour ; II1. i.183.
FAT, fatten ; 1V. iii. 23
FAT; “f and scant of breath,” 7w
out of training (but, probably, the
;hysiul dnr;ct o .f age
eristics e,
;hgls’g&nmmed' the part oof Hamlet);
FAv.ovlv cil'urm, IV. v. 189; appear
1, 8,

ance, 214

FAwnNING, cringing; (Ff.

::‘l ) ~‘n; PF- 4"41'1- o g ); lli:
ii. 67.

FA',%ith; (FL. “fay™); 1L ii. 271,

FEAR, object of fear; IIL. iii. 25,

——, fear for, L. iii. 51; IV. v. 128,

.“Tl - ? »
beyond its limit or confine; I. 1.

s 1TY; “in ex.”, going to ex.
tremes ; 1L ii. x 8, '
" Evases, unfledged birds; properly,

ung hawks taken from the nest
) E{;r. niais) ; lli‘ili. 355'6.
" Evr, presence ; 1V, iv.
Evzix, a brood of 3 properly,
an eagle'’s nest ; IL ii. 354.
TIES, iar nature;
Aty T s e (L
Fﬁu;..n, alnlny, (Qq. “Sfacwities™);
ii. 317,
FAr s IV. i
m‘.;‘ff:‘ﬁ.{’;m,h. 36' 3,1V, vil. 71,
1 Fancy; ¢ f.", gaudy; L
ut zl-
| FFANG'D, baving fangs; (according to
'mme,' “depf‘tnd of’fangs”);nsﬂ.
iv. 203.
JFANTASY, ion, L i 23; whim,
reuprioe, IV.iv. 61. 1L i. 56,
ARDELS, burdens § 111. i.
Faru, take the lease of it'; IV. iv. s0.

FEATUR re, form; (Qgq.
izl B, e
FEE, payment, value, L. iv. 65; fee-
simple, IV. iv, 232,

FELLIES, the outside of wheels ; I1. ii.

517,

Fmé:)wsmr, partnership; IIL. ii.
2

FENNEL, the symbol of flattery; IV.
v. 180,

FxrcH, artifice; “fetch of warrant,”
justiéable stratagem; (Qq. “/ of
wit"); 11 L. 3

Few; “1o0 £", in few words, in brief; 1.
iii. 226,

Fiercr, wild, terrible ; L. i. 1at.

FIERY QUICKNESS, hot haste ; IV, iii.

45
FIGURE, figure of s IL i,
FIND, find out, detect ; HLi 193.9&
FINE OF HIS FINES, end of his fines;
th & uton the other sense of
s V. L 118,

Fd"(d' abic); . i

IRE 1c)§ 1. 1L 120,

Fixsr, i.e. first request ; IL. i, 6x.

FISHMONGER, probably used in some
cant coarse ¢ {S‘Dﬁ“uller of
‘women's chastity ") ; IL. ii. 174.
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Glossary.

Frr, prepared, ready; V. ii. nl.

FirN convenience ; V. i

Firts, ts; L iii. as.

FLAw, gust of wind ; V. i ‘33?.

FLUSH, | m full vigour; (Ff. “fresA™);
1L 1ii. 81

Fwsnn«:l. redness ; “had left the £",
i.. had ceased to produce red-
ness ; L. ii. 15! t

Fou, used wu play upon its two

i,
iea{ used '::w:z of '"3.\'(.1)

FOND, foohsh L v. 99

¢ Hamlet,

fret’ = ‘small lengths of wire on

which the fingers press the strings in

playing the guitar’; IIL. ii. 388,
Fu:'rrl:p, carved, ;dorned' II. i

memc. friendliness ; I. v. 186.

FRIGHTED, fnghtened affrighted ;
111, ii. 277.

an, away from, contrary to; IIIL

Fnom‘, forehead ; IIL iv. s6.

Fruit, dessert; (Ff. 1, 3, ‘‘mewes”)
IL iv sa.

FruiTs, consequences ; I ii. 14s.

FOoND AND wnmowxn, fooluh and Fuuc‘nou the whole action of the
over-refined ; (so Ff. ; Q. 2, © body; I 1k ii.
andtrennowed’; Johnson, “sane and Fus-r, becomes usty, mouldy ; (Rowe,
remowned” § War burton. “ fann'd rust”); IV. iv. 39.
and winsnowed”); V. ii. ?9.
FooLs or NA'runn, made fools of by | GaGep, pledgad;; L i gr.
nature; L iv. GAIN-GIVING, misgi' H V. ii. 224,
Foor; “at f." -t his heels; IV. iii. | Gar, prooeedm s Ll
56 GALLED, wounded lmured (“let the
l"o:, as for, I ii. 112 in of,| galled jade wince, our withers are
instead, V. i. 3533 ‘* for nll. nce for unwnlng * prover ml) IIL ii 353. |
all, L i i iii, 131; “for and,” and also, | —— f ured bytean, L ii. 255,
V. i. 103 GAu.s, lmns, injures ;
Forpo, dutmy H GaRrs, fashion, manner ; II il 390

FOREKNOWING, foreknowledge,
science ; L. i x34.

Fou‘s'r.u.m. prevented ; IIL iii. 49.

FORGED PROCESS, false statement of

imagination ; IV.

FORGONE, given up ; II. ii. 308.
Fox'runi‘s STAR,Pm accidental mark
or defect ; I. iv. 2.
ForwARD, di
Four; “f. hours”,
u}deiﬁnlte time; ( anmer ‘‘for");
1. I
FrAME, order, sense ; IIL ii. 321
FIEI, willing, not enforced 1IV. iii.
63 3 innocent, IL ii g, 111 ii. 252.
'y vex, annoy; with a play upon

pre-

; IIL
babl used for | G

GENDER} ** 5enera! g."'y common race
of men ; IV, vii. 18.
G:le., general public, common
people ; IL. ii. 457.
courtesy; IL iL 23, V. ii.

Gmum, akin; V. ii. 164.

G, a tomut, (a contraction of
Gii 3 I1L iv. 190

G1BBER gabble, L i 6.

GiBgs, jeers; V., i. 209.

1S, a eorrupnon of Jesus; IV, v.

Gllvmc g.ur, profession, indication;

. Vo 17!

GLIMPSES, glm\menng light; L iv. s3.

GLOBE, head ;

Go ABouT, ntempt ; lll il 361,

GO BACK AGAIN, i.e, refers to what
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once was, but is no more; 1V. vii.
27
Gm’;-A-nncv, God have mercy; II.

Ggg.'u.bvoo.Godyhld. mardyon;
IV. v, 41,

GOD KISSING CARRION, said of
‘“the sun ots in a
dead d (War 's emenda-
tion of nnd “ Rissing
carvion' ﬁlrl uI :i?z.

Goop, good .

G?.o?i:. mr&no-rn'xn, my’c;ood brother ;

4
Goosg-QuiLLs 3 “afraid of g.7, fe.

afraid of belng utmzzd lI. n. 359.
Go 70, an of

L iii 1ra.
Grace, honour; 1. il. 134.
Gmlous, ie

—* Benign, full of blessing; L i

Gumtm dyed in grain; IIL iv.
GM‘I‘ING, 5 nding, vex%ng, 111, ?3.
GREEN, inexperienced ; 1. m.
gnnm.v l'ool;l;ly Llw n8
ROSS, great, palpable ; iv. 46.
’m tha’g. y Sole lnagenefalway,

101,

Gnounm.mos, rabble who stood in
tho i# of the theatre, which had
er boarding nor benchu. 111

G‘L “' IIL &
RUNT, groan ; .
Gm.m,’red a term J’lmnd.—y; 1L

Gm.r, whlrlpool I1L iii. 16

Gracious king; 1L i. | Have

Glossary.

heron ; (“‘ when the wind is heﬂy
I know a hawk from a h.”, for the

fly v{l:t.h wm:ih, and when it

e sout e sportsman

would have his to the sun and

be able to distinguish them); IL ii.

Hig:’l')sou:' “nwre h. than ﬁm"i

bnm ; (Iﬁ artificial laboured
beauty lms) 11 ii. 466.

Hap, bappen ; L. ii. 249.

Harwy, perclnnee. perhaps ; IIL i

179
HAPPILY, haply, hance ; (accord-
:rgtolome-lnc 'ly)', I i x3
Harpy; “in h, time
@@ bhmumve) 3. 9 u.mg.
Haps, fortune ; IV. iii. 70.
HATCHMENT, ‘an armorial escutcheon
used at a funeral ; IV v. 214,
HAUNT; “out of h » from the haunts
of men IV, i. 18,
you h. me,” you understand
me ; "I,
HAvn AFTER, Iet us go after, follow
him ; L iv.
HAVE AT vou, I'll begin, Il hit you ;
HV. i. 3:3;] L 8
AVIOUR, ent n. x.
Heap, nrm-??mn V.
HeALTH ] ¢ spmt ofheahh wou healed
or saved spirit” ; L iv. 40.
Hearsep, eofﬁned RS |v. 47.
HEAT, anger ; I11. iv.
Heavy ; “tis h.”, it goes hard § IIL

Hasgson (so FY.; %q hebona
probably henbane, ut possibly (i
the y;w, or (ji.) the juice of ebony ;

L v. 62,

HecATE, the goddess of mischief and
revenge (dusyllablc) IIL. ii. 26&

HEecTIc, continual fever; 1V.

Heogcs, hedge round, encompass ; IV,
v. 133

time



Glossary.

Hzignr; “at bh.", to the utmost; I.

1v. 21,
HgnT, bold, seizure ; IIL. iii. 88,
L ' “and h.%,

HERALDRY; ‘‘law f.e
heraldic law ; I. i. 87.

HERB OF GRACE, rue, IV. v, 18a.

HERCULES AND HIS LOAD TOO;

ibly an allusion to the Globe
Ehe&tu. the sign of which was Her-
cules carrying the Globe; II. ii

378.

HE7ROD, a common character in the
mystery plays, represented as a
furious and violent tyrant ; III. ii.

16
Hgv-g;v, frolicsome wildness; 1II.
iv.

HEvV NON NONNY, meaningless refrain
common in songs ; IV, v, 16s.
Hic ET uglqu:, here and everywhere ;

. V. 18
HIDE FOX, AND ALL AFTER, a chil-
dren’shide-and-seek game ; IV. ii. 32,
Higs, bastens ; 1. i. 154.
HiLro, a falconer's cry to recall his
hawk ; I. v. 116,
Him, he whom ; 11 i 4a.
His, its 3 L. iii. .

HOAR LEAVES, the nlve?wrey under.
side of willow leaves ; 1V. vii. 169,
HosBv-HORSE, a_principal figure in
the old mormis suppressed

the Reformation ; I1L ii. 143,
HoisT, i.e hoised, hoisted; IIL iv.

H;(:.’bs QUANTITY, keep their relative
proportion ; IIL ii. 177.

Howp up, continue ; V. 1. 34.

Howme, thoroughly ; III. iii. 29.

HoNEsT, virtuous ; IIL i. 103.

HoNEsTY, virtue § 1IL i 107.

HooDMAN-BLIND, blind man’s buff;

1L iv. 77.
Hoors, bands (Pope, * hooks™) ; L iii.

3.
Hour (dissyllabic) ; 1. iv. 3.

9 Hamlet,

HucGER-MUGGER ; “in h.", fe in
..”""""“df:flh:‘“ﬁ; IV. v. 8¢

1 or cap-
rices; ‘“‘the b. man”, a standing
character of many plays of the
period ; 1L ii. 33s.

HusBAND, manage; IV. v. 138,

HusBANDRY, thrift, economy ; L. iii. 77.

HusH (used as adjective) ; 1. ii. so8.

HvrerioN, Pheebus A flo; taken as
the type of beauty ; I. ii. 140,

HVRCANIAN BRAST, the beast of Hyr-
cania, 7.e the tiger ; IL ii. 472.

I,=(?)““ay *; IIL ii. 291.
l;n.z, e':i';m?} ied (F glvohus, light-
s 1L ii, gs.
IL10%, the palace in Troy ; IL ii.
lu.-nin.pmc, ing ‘mischief H 3%
Vo 15

ILLume, illumine; L i 37.
IMAGE, rep i
IIL 1i. 248 _
IMMEDIATE; ‘‘most i.", nearest; L.

ii. 1
IIPA:‘?,‘ (1) bestow mynlf‘, give all 1
can w , perhaps=

:? .
'’ la ’

*impart 't
.¢. impart it (the throne); I. ii. x12,

lu;As-rnn, made into paste; II. ii
481

ImPERIOUS, i ial; V. i 2

at | IMPLORATORS, implorers ; L. ni. 129.

IMPONRD, staked ; V. ii. 154.

IMPORTANT, urgent, momentous ; IIL
iv. 108

IMPORTING, having for import ; I. ii
2.

-—?-'conceming; V. ii. a1,

IMPOSTHUME, a| s IV.iv. 29,

ImPRESS, impressment, enforced public
service; L. i 7s.

IMPUTATION, reputation ; V. ii. 147.

In, into; IIL iv. 95 .

INCAPARLR, insensible to, unable to

realise ; IV, vii. 180,

INCORPORAL, , immaterial;
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(Q- 1676, *‘incorporeal”); 111, iv.

lncomnln. incorporate ; 1V, vii. 88,
INCORRECT, not subdued ; L. ii. .95.
INDENTURES ; md"" ¢
ments were ly made in duph-
cate, both being written on the same
sheet, which was cut in a crooked
or sndemted line, so that the parts
would tally'. vmh each other upon
comp-nson
INDEX, prologue ?nfw: IIL iv. 52.
INDICT, accuse ; I ii. 464.

Glossary.

InsTANCE, example; IV. v, 162,

INSTANCES, motives ; I11. ii. 192,

luls-uu'r, Immedine, taneotis §

v 1.

INTENTS, intentions, purposes ; (Ff.,
;clwm‘:"' Warburton *advent™);
L iv. 42,

IN THAT, inasmuch as; L ii.

lrwn« n, entombed, nt (Qq.,

erPd”); L. iv. 49

luvmumns, vestments, vestures ;
. ifi. 128,

“IN YouTH, WHEN I DID LOVE,” etc.

lnmrnlu'r, dinary, age ; II1.

ll- 231.
ﬁ\dlﬁ'&endy, fairly; IIL i 123,

lumnumrnv, pretty well ; IIL ii.
lnﬁmmus, indirect means; II. i.

INDIVIDABLE ; “ scene ind.”, probabl

a play in wlﬁch thozmty place is
L il 41

INDUED, mted IV‘ vil, 181,

INEXPLICABLE, umntolliglbk. sense-
less ; IIL ii. 14.

INrusioN, qualities ; V. ii. 192

InGENIOUS, mtelhgent, conscious ; V.
i. 271,

INHERITOR, possessor ; V. i 1a1.

INHIBITION, prohlhition a_technical
term for an otder rennmmg or re-

i 346 N :
Imtovxnon, change (for the wase):
“the late per alludes to

license 16034, to
the chllnﬂeml of the Re‘v’zs 'nxh'y at
the Blackfriars Theatre, else-
where (according to some, the refer-
ence is to ‘“the practice of uc-
}:igyolemml matter on the stage ”');
H

Inqumn. cnquiry Il i 4

INsINUATION, artful intmsion med-
dling ; V. ik s

& | Javousy, suspicion; I, i. 113,

from a song attributed te

Lord Vaux, pnnted m Zottels Mis-

wlluf (xss7). V. i ?

31 4: 5.2 2 H

Qz’ “its"y Q. 1
'5 i h.a

¢ JRPHTHAN, JUDGE OF ISRARL,” efc.,
a quotation from an old ballad, to be
found in Peﬂ.'yl Religues ; I i

Jla, a ludicrous ballad ; IL. ii. s22.
, walk as if dmang a jig; IIL i

S°-
JoHN-A-DREAMS, Jolm of Dreams,
John the 5 1L ii. sgs.
joumms, dowaser Lii. g

owLs, knocks ;
ovs, gladdens 111 d. 20%:
UMP, just; (soQ 3; Ff. ¥ us2”); 1.

i 6s.

Keer, dwell ; 11. i. 8.
KETTLE, kenle-drum V. ii. 286
Klnz. chilblain or sore on the heel; V.

153.
Kum' “more than km, and less than
$ used

or(i.)
and’ (gz .fi‘ecnonate. with a play
upon

s 1

KinpLEsS, unnatnnl sil. ii. 6og.

b



pa e —

Glossary.

KNOTTED, interwoven ; (Ff. ‘‘knotty™);
. Ve I

Kxow, acknowledge ; V. ii. 7.

Lnomsou:, laborious, assiduous; I.

L 59
LACK. be mdnf L v. 187,

y & name suggested | —,
by that of Pietro Monte, a famous
swordsman, instructor to Louis the
Seventh’s Master of the H
called *‘ Peter Moqu:lt" in Engluh Loca.

LAMOND, possib)

Ff. “ L

V. vii. g2

LaPsED; L in time an
Invmg let time slip by mc{ulgmg in

mere passion ; IIL. iv. 107

LAPWING,_the synbol of ‘a forward

fellow 3 V. ii. x

LARDED, gamnis ed' . “Larded
Py A 3 Qq

V. 37

L)iwu;sss, unruly ; \Ff.,  Landlesse”);
LAZAR-LIKE, like a leper; 1. v 79.

LEANS ON, depends on ; lV
LeArn, m.f

ii. .
LlAv:, permission ; 1. ii. s:

leave off, 1L'L 5:, give up,

Ill iv. o1.

LEn~DS, ves’ (Ff. “gines™); L iii

117 (v. Note).
LENTEN, meagre; 11 ii.

20.
Ln'run, the river of obhv:%n (*“Lethe
"=Lethe's bank ;) L v. 33.

Llrrs, hinders ; L iv. 8s.

LeT TO xnow, informed ; 1IV. vi. 11,
LIBERAL, free-spo en ; V. vii. 1732,

LiBERTY; .

Ligr, gladly, wlllmgly, IIL. ii, 4.

Lire; ‘‘the single and

the private mdlvndual 1L iii, 11,
——, .'inmy L", s.¢. in my continuing

to hve s V.ii. 22,

Llcu-rums, lightheadedness; II. ii.

149-

(FE “teack™) s V.

om Hamlet,

Liks, likely ; I ii. 237,
Ll:: pleaym s 1L f 8o,
Limep, caught as with bird-lime; III.

Lm'. muster-roll, (Q. 1, ““sighs™); 1.

—_ bo\mdary IV. v. 99.
~—, listen to ; 1. iii.
vamc, hmn¢ (used perhaps equivo-
cally); V. i. 320,
Loawm, clay; V. i 233
ATS, a game somewhat resembling
bowls; the loggats were small logs
about two feet and a quarter long ;
l- I00.

LoNG PURPLES, “the earl
orchis (Orckis mascula) wmﬁ
lotnl in April and May”; IV. vii.

Loox THROUGH, show itself; IV, vii.
152,

Lns:, waste, throw awny, L ii. 4s.

Luxury, lust; L v. 8

MacHINE, body ; IL. ii. 124.
MAIMED, imperfect ; V. i 242.
MA&N, main point, main cause ; II. ii.

, the country as a whole; IV, iv.

MAJmlCAI-, majestic ; L L 143.
MAKE, brings ; IL ii. a77.
MANNER, ﬁslnon, custom ; L iv. 15
MARGENT, margin; it was a common
to write ‘flou
m tho margins of old books ;

Mmu:, watch ; IIL ii. 157,

Mmucn'r OF HIS  TIME, ‘ that for which
he sells his time” (Johnsom); IV.
iv. 34

MART, marketing, traffic; 1. i. 74.

MaRvELLOUS, m-rvcllousiy H lL L3

MaAssy, massive ; Ill m. 17.

MATIN, mormng

MATTRR, sense § 'IV. v. 174.
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MATTER, subject ; (misunderstood wil.
fully by Hamlet to mean “cause of

dispute™); IL. ii.
MAlzszpm',')skuanseljs

Glossary.

MoTioN, *attack in fe

to or parrying”; IV, viL 158.
MouLb or FoRM, the model on whnch

Qa = 3,) mm 5 Q0 4 56,

Mmms, means of neoal IV. vi. 13.
MExEv, merit; V. ii. 148.

MeET, L v. 107.
Mnﬁ.mfutely s L i 137,
METAL, mettle ; 1.'i. g6.

all d to form th lves 3
IIL. i. 261.

M_ovsxs, a term of endearment; IIL
iv. 1

MouTH, rant ; V. i.

Mows, gnmm IL ii, 381.

Munnv—umu:n, dull-spirited, irre-
solute ; IL. ii. 594.

o {“‘“h“'?" Span. madkesio

ing) mischief ; (Span. y

ﬂl-doneg IIL. ii. ug.

nlcu'r. could; L. i sg. Li
xcu‘nm,v«y mighty ; L i, 114.

MiLcH, milk-gi nmolstztearful;
(Pope mtlt'? L ii. 5400

MiLky, white; ii. soo.

MINCING, cumngm p!eees IL ii. s37.

MINERAL, mine ; IV. i, 26.

Mmang, nndermmlng (Ff. 3y 4 “run-
ning”); I1L iv. 148.

MisTooK, mistaken ; V. ni. 395.

MosLED, muﬂled (cf.
to muffle;  sobec
““mobled” ; F. 1,
oon “ mob.led” ; c.pel, 7,

3 IL ii. sas.

Monm.. exact copy, counterpart; V.
ii. s

MoIETY, pomon I i go

MoisT; ‘‘the moist star,”
moon ; L i 118

MoLe OF NATURE, natural defect,
blemish ; 1. iv. 24

More, besmpud III iv. 8r.

MoRrTAL, dudy IV. vii. 143,

Mon’rxsm, jomeci with a mortise; III.

ii. 20.
Mosr, greatest ; L. v.

i.e. the

Mirr:. atom; (Qq. 3, 3, 4. “motk™);

1. XI2.

MoTIoN, mOtlm; g‘l‘”; (War-
“motion”); 1L iv. 72,

—, movement , L. ii. a17.

M PIECE, a cannon loaded
with e-se-thot, 30 as to scatter death
Mmon widely ; IV. v. gs.
UTES, dum spectaxors
MUTIN’I, muuny, rebel ; ’lll.
MuTINES, mutineers ; V. ii. 6.

Napxin, handkerchief ; V. ii. 299.

NATIVE, kindred, ed; L ii. 47.

—— “n. hue,” natural colour; IIIL
L

NATURE, natural affection ; 1. v. 81.
NJI\.T;'“S LIVERY, & natural blemish ;
v. 32.

NAUGHT, naughty 3 JIL i 157,

n | NEAR, is near ; I. iii. 44.

Nmannoun,nengbbonring. IIL iv. 212,

NEIGHBOURD To, intimate, friendly
with ; IL ii. 12.

quzAN LION, one of the monsters

by Hercules; 1. iv. 83.

Nm, the Roman limpaor, who mur-
dered his mother Agrippina ; III. ii.
412.

NERVE, sinew, muscle ; 1. iv. 83.

le‘rnAl., a person mdlﬂ'erent to both ;

L. ii
Nsw-l-u'rcnn newly hatched ; (Ff.
. ill. 6
Nzw-ucnnp, newly -fighted IIL

ii. 346,
iv. 83.

wnkatch't I)

Nxcx-m\u e IIL i 151

NIGH'I'ID lanrkéo as mght (l-‘f.
" llier MS.

Iuic '), Lil
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NiLv; “ will he, nill he,” #.¢, whether
he \nll, or whether he will not; V.

i1
Nlonn, daughter of Tantalus, whose
children were s y Apollo and
A.rtemu, while she herulf was turned
into stone upon Mount Sipylus in
Lydia, where she weeps throughout
the summer months; I. ii. 149.
NomiNATION, naming ; V. ii. 1
No MORE, nothing more ; IIL i 61,
Noxce, “for the n.”, for onee,
the ocugon Qq 4 8, “omce”);
Norwav, Klnf of Norway ; L i. 61.
Noskg, smell iii. 38
Nors, nomx, attention ; 1L ii. 8.
Noteb, known ; II. i. 2
NotHiNG, not at all 5 I. ii.
Novancg, injury, lurm ll i 13

OssEQUIOUS, dnnful with perhaps a

reference to the sense of the
word = * funereal ” ; L. ii. 92.
Ogcm.-r:n, eononled, Indden IIL ii

Oct:mmmﬂ-s‘l ; V. ii. 368.
Opbps; “ e o."y with choadv-nuze

allowed ., i, 221, "
()'n-cnows, triumphs owver; V. ii

ER - RAUGHT, 0 ver-reached, over-

took; (Qq. Yore-ranghe” ; lrf. S
took ™ ; War ‘;"crmdc")
IIL. i. 17

On-lmur.s, ouhms (F. 2 "on
Oﬁoa”' F. 3, “ore-Offices™; V. i.

On-suto, covered with size, a sort of
lue ; I1. ii. 484.
(o) n-'rntum, worn out with child-
bearing ; II. ii. .
O'lnoo:,!ovm by drink, intoxi-
cated ; I

O’RRWRIGH, outweigh ; IIL ii. 31.

om Hamlet,

Or, resulting from, IV, iv. : I.
I.'Is, 1{"."5,. 43 ln, Lwv Ggl' ot
v. 200; about, concerning, lV' v.
16. upon, (‘7 Aave ax eye ¢f you™);

L ii 3o0r; over. 1L ii. 27.
OFFENCE, advantages gained by
offence ; 111. iii. s6.
OmEN, fatal event ponmded y _the
omm, (Theobald “omen'd™) ; l i

Oumous fatal ; II. ii. 476.

On,m,\'l i 11} ;,in consequence of,
following on, V. i 406,

ONCE, ever; L, v, 131,

ON'r, of it 3 I, i. 8

Onn o] ned Liv.
OP=N pe ﬁdooed II, ii

OPERANT, active ; II1. i 184.
OrPosSED, opponent L iii. 67.
OPPOSITES, opponents ; V. ii. 62.

OR, before, ere ; V. ii. 30.

ORB, earth; IL. ii. s07.

Oxcz-unn, garden ;i (Q. 1676, *gmn

den”); 1. v. 3s.
ORDER, prescribed rule; V. i. as1.
ORDINANT, ordaining; (Ff. *ords
nate”); A ii. 48

ORDNANCE, cannonj (F. 1, *Ordin-
"{ . di. 281,
ORE, gol J IV i 28,
OR ERE, before I n. 1
8mm. mstrumem ili
rusous, prayers ; i
S ol i
gunts, who pil ion,
d Ossa, three mountains in Thes-
n!y, upon each other, in their
attempt to scale heaven; V. i.
OSTENTATION, funeral pomp; IV.
218,
OUTSTRETCHED, puffed ug’ IL ii. 370,
OVERLOOKED, perused ; vi. 12,
OVERPEERING, v«iomg, rising
above; IV. v. 99.
OWL WAS A BAKER'S DAUGHTER;

198
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-Ihdm’ to & story current among
the fc telling how Christ went
into a baker’s shop, and asked
for bread, but was refused by the
baker's daughter, in return for which
He transformed her into an owl; IV,
Y. 4.

Packing, ting, contriving ;
going off in a hurry ; used obal
in the former sense, with
the latter; IIL iv. 211,

l;mnocx, tg.d; IIL iv. 190
AINTED § tyrant,” f.c. tyrant in a

'“nil‘ve,’ll.l’i.i. ‘s02; unreal, fictitious,
o L 53

Pajock, =pea.] (7.e. jack),

Soen bty Jack), pracock,

turkey) I1L ii. ags.

PaLr, useless ; (Qq. 4 6,
A Fope, ratin Y. . &

PANSIES, ‘‘love-in-idleness,” the sym-
bol of thought ; (F. 1,  Paconcies”);
IV. v. 176,

PA,I?OI;,a permission to take leave;
. ii.

PARLE, parley ; 1. i. 63.

PART, quality, gift ; IV. vii. 77.

Pm;sin, a lg:xd of lnlbeZZl; L i

140
PARTS, gifts, endowments ; IV. vii. 74.
PARTY, person, companion; IL i.43.
Pu.:, e‘ung&, 1L i 77,

P thrust § I}"m 39

ASSAGE is to accompan

. in :Ia;e of the pany-

PASSETH, mrpnn:z 5 (Qq. “ passes™);

Pass1on, violent sorrow ; I1. ii. s41.
PASSIONATE, full of passion, ing ;
1L ii 452
PAv-rt,a zonnmytm.wocd for Aead ;
L i 11
PATIENCE, permission ; 1IL ii. 122,

y
y upon

Glossary.

PATRICK, invoked as bcing the patron
saint of all blunders and coufusion;
(or perhaps as the Keeper of Purga-
tory); L. v. 136,

PAUSI. time for reflection ; I1L. i. 68.
——, ‘‘deliberate p.”, a maitter for
deliberate arrangement ; IV. iii. g.
—, “in p.”, in decliberation, in

doubt ; III. iii. 42.

PRACE-PARTED, baving departed in
peace ; V. i. 261,

K, sneak, play a contemptible
part § IL ii. 334.

PELICAN, a bird which is supposed to
feed its young with its own blood ;
(F. 1, ‘politician’) ; IV. v, 146

PERDY, a corruption of gar Dies ; 111.
i

PERIWIG-PATED, wearing a wig; (at
this time wigs were worn only
actors) 3 IIL. ii. 10,

PERPEND, consider ; I1. ii. 10s.

PERUSAL, y, examination; II. i

P::vn, examine closely; IV. vii. 137,
PETAR, petard, ‘‘an Engine (made lik¢
a Bell or Mortar) wherewith strong
rtes are burst open” (Cotgrave);
1L iv. s07.

PickED, refined, fastidious ; V. i. 151,

PICKERS AND STEALERS, 7., hands;
(alluding to the catechism “5:3)
my hands from picking and -
ing "); IIL ii 348

PICTURE IN LITTLE, miniature ; II. ii.

3. .
PIGEON-LIVER'D, too mild tempered ;

1L ii 1 6.
s Lov.
PrrcH, *height, 'im) ce; (origin-
allg, height to which a falcon soars) ;
pUFE “pith )3 11 J. 88 .
TEOU!
Mhor

exciting compassion ;

Pit A?o‘u MARROW, the most valuable
part ; L iv. 22,



[ —

Glossary.

PrausivE, plausible, pleasing; I. iv.

Px.sz'urus; “P. too light,” alluding
to the fact that Plautus was taken as
the word for comedy by the Aca-
demic play-wrights ; IL il 420.

PLAYED I THE UNIVERsITY; alluding
to the old academic practice of act-
ing Latin or English plays at Christ.
mastide, or in honour of distinguished
visitors; (a play on Casar's death
Yl‘l’ rformed at Oxford in 13583);

. 11, 104.

PLAYED ; “p. the desk or table-book ”,
f.e. been the agent of their corre-
spondence; II. ii. 236,

PLOT, piece of gﬂ:mud3 s IV. Iv. 62,

PLurisy, plethora, a fuiness of blood,
(as if Latin pglus, mwore, but really
an afiection of the lungs, Gk.

Prkwpo.).; IV. vii. nz;. Iys (o Qg
OINT; ‘at p.’ completely; (so 8
Ff. ‘at allgax'ut:') s L i{ 200,

Porack, Pole ; II. ii. 75.

_ Polish ; V. ii. 87.

PoLacks, Poles ; (Qq. F. 1, ‘ gollax’ ;
v note‘; Li 6;.

PoLE, pole-star; L. i. 36. .

P%Iax.nc:u, plotter, schemer; V. i

PORPENTINE, porcupine ; L. v. 20.

PosserT,

osseTy e; (Qq. ‘“possesse”);
Posy, mc;tto, verse on a ring 3 III. ii.

I
PowgRrs, armed force, s IV.iv. g
PRACTICE, artifice, plot ; W vii. 68,
PRECEDENT, former ; III. iv. ¢8.
PRECURSE, florenmning; L i rar.
Pkgz‘cnmr, yielding, ready; IIL ii.

PRENOMINATE, aforesaid ; I i 43
PrescrirTs, orders; (Ff., pre-
cepts™) ; 1L i 142,
PRESENTLY, at once, immediately ; II.

ii. 170 .

o Hamlet,

PRESENT PUsH, immediate proof; V.
i. 31

PRrESSURE, impress, imprint; IIL ii.
2

7.
PrEssures, impressions ; 1. v. 100,
PREVENT, anticipate; IL ii. 305. .
Prick’'D ON, incited, spurred on; L. i

83.

Pnsu.n., first ; IIL iii. 37,

Primy, spring-like ; L. 1L 7.

vagf.“s' common soldiers; II. ii.
2,

PRgBA'I‘ION. proof; (quadrisyllabic);
I. i 156.

decree ; IV. iii. 65.
PRODIGAL, prodigally ; I. iil. 116.
ProriT, advantage ; IL. ii. 24.
PROGRESS, mmey made by a sovereign

through his own country; IV, ui

33
PRONOUNCE, k on ; IIL. ii. 322,
PROOF, trial of strength ; IL ii. 522.
ProOPER, appropriate ; I1. i. 114
——, own, very ; V. ii. 66.

ProPERTY, kingly right, (? ‘“‘own per-
son”); i 597. ..

PROPOSER, orator ; Il. ii. 297.

PROVIDENCE IN THE FALL OF A SPAR-
Rrow, alluding to Matthew x. 29,
““Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and one of them shall not
fall on the ground without your
Father”; V. i. 230,

PROVINCIAL ROSES, properly, double-
damask roses ; here, rosettes of ribbon
worn on shoes ; the name was derived
either from Provence or Provins near
Paris, both places being famous for
their roses; III. ii. 288,

Purr'p, bloated ; 1. iii. 49

PuppETS ; “‘p. dallying ”'; (7) the fi
in the Jmppet-show (in which Ophe-
lia and her lover were to play a
part) ; more probavly used in some
wanton sense ; 111 i1 257,

PurGATION : ““‘put him to bis p.", “a
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lay u the Ia;g-l and med
renysa mheword 3 IIL ii. 318.
Pursy, fat with pampering; IIL iv.

153.

PuT oN, incite, instigate, IV. vii. 132
put to the test, tried, V. ii. 408;
assume, I. v. 1732,

Put oN ME, impressed upon me; I.
iii. g4

QuAINTLY, artfully, skilfully; II. i

3.
UALITY, profession, calling (especi-
Qally the actor's p:oquiols; lm

363. .
QUANTITY, measure, portion ; IIL iv.
75+
UARRY, heap of dead ; V. ii. 375.
UESTION, talk ; II1. i 13.
——3 ‘“cry out on the top of q.”, f.e.
speak in a high key, or in a ingh
ildish treble ; II, il 355,
QUESTIONABLE, inviting question; I.
ive 43. . .
§uns‘r LAW, inquest law ; V. i 24.

\ Quick, alive; V. i. 137,

UIDDITIES, subtleties; (Ff., *‘gwid-
dsts”); V. i. 107 A
QuIETUS, a law term for the official
settlement of an account ; IIL i, 7s.
QuiLLETS, subtle arguments; V. i

' X o
QuUINTESSENCE, the highest or fifth
" essence; (a term in alchemy); II.
(il o33, | .
UIT, requite ; V. ii. 68. A
UOTED, observed, noted ; II. i. r12,

RACK, mass of clouds in motion ; II.
ii. 506. .
RANGE, roam at large ; IIl. iii. 2.
. RANKER, richer, greater; 1V, iv. 22,

RANKLY, grossly; I. v. 38.
) R“"’”{:‘ mli sword used3 in thrust-
s V. ii xs1,

RAu;‘HI.Y,hm y; V.ii. 6

ical | R.

Glossary.

AVEL OUT, unravel; (Qq. 2-s,

“romell”); 111. iv. 186. Qq

R ED, d § “lll i'i.::&
RACH, capacity ; II. i.

R;x:l':ig, cares, minds ; (Qq. * reck'st”);

. jii. 2. . B

RECOGNIZANCES ; “a zance is
a bond or obligation of record testi-
fying the recogniser to owe to the
recognisee a certain sum of money"”
(Cowel); V. i :33.

RECORDERS, a kind of flute or flageo-
let s IIL ii 303.

RECOVERIES, a law term; (v.
“Vouchers”); V. i 114.

REDE, counsel, advice ; } iii. s,

REDELIVER, report ; V, ii. 18s.

REELS, dances wildfy; L iv. 9.

REGARDS, conditions ; IL. ii. 79.

REGION, air ; (“‘originally a division of
the ed out by the Roman
augurs”) ; IL ii. so09.

RELATIVE, conclusive, to the pur-
pose ; IL. ii. 633.

RELISH OF, have a taste, flavour; III.

1. 120,
REMEMBER § * I beseech you, r.”, the
full saying is found in Love's %r's
. 3 1033 1 do beseeck thee
remember thy cowrtesy; I beseech
thee apparel thy head’ ; V. ii. 108;
REMEMBRANCES, mementos; III. i,

3.
Rgmss, careless ; IV, vii. 1335,
REMORSE, pity ; In i 513.
REMOVE, removal ; 1V, v. 8r1.
REMOVED, retired, secluded ; I. iv. 61,
REPAST, feed ; IV. v, 147.
REPLICATION, reply, answer; 1V, ii.
13.
REQUITE, repay ; 1. ii. as1.
RESIDENCE, a fixed abode as grosed
to strolling; used technically of
theatrical companies ; II. ii. 343
RESOLUTES, desperadoes; I. i. g8,
RrsoLvE. dissolve, melt ; L ii. 130.



Glossary.

RE-SPEAKING, re-echoing ; 1. ii. 128,

Rpsz:cr, consideration, motive; III.
i

REST, stay, abode ; I ii. 13.

RESTS, remains } 111 dii. 64.

RETROGRADE, contrary ; I. il 114,

RETURN'D ; ““had r.”, would have re-
turned ; (Qq. “ refwrwe”); L i gr.

REVEREND, venerable; 1L ii sor.

REVOLUTION, change; V. i. ¢8.

RE-WORD, repeat in the very words;
IIL iv. 143

RHAPSODY, a collection of meaningless
words ; IIL. iv. 48.

RHENIsH, Rhenish wine ; L iv. 1o

RIBAND, ribbon, ornament; IV. vii.

7
RIGHTS OF MEMORY, rights remem-
bered ; (Ff. ““ Rites*); V. ii. 400.
RITES, funeral service § v.i 242.
RIVALS, partners, sharers; L i. 13.
RosusTIOUS, sturdy ; II1. ii. 10,
ROMAGE, bustle, turmoil ; I. i. 107.
Roop, cross; i)y the rood,” an oath ;
IIL iv. 14.
RooTS 1TSELF, takes root, grows; I.
V. 33
Roscius, the most celebrated actor of
ancient Rome; II. ii. 410,
Rosg, charm, 5 IIL iv. 4a.
ROSEMARY, & herb; the bol of re-

membrance, c at

weddings and funerals; fV. v, 17‘{;“

ROUGH-BEW, make the rough, or
form ; a technical term in carpenter-
ing; V. il 11 |

R‘;tlmg, in a straightforward manner;

Ll x

Rouskg, b?x%xper, revel ; (‘‘the Danish
rousa™); L. ii. 127,

Row, stanza (properly,=line); IL ii

Rtﬁ impediment ; a term in the game
of bowls; 1L i. 6.
Rug, called also ““herb of "3
biematic of repentance ; (Ophelia

“q Hamlet,
is probably pla =repent-
am:,o and"?mc, m::}:r‘ ruth” =

pity ; the former signification for the
geen, the latter for herself) (cp.
ichard IL., IIL iv. 204); IV.v. 181.

Sucl.:s‘,os: npse:;hior the lt.rimming of
T H with a play on
“ sable” =black ; fl‘l. i. x33.pl v
SAFETY; tri ic; (so Qq.; Ff.,
“sanctity” ; Theobald, *‘sanity”);

L iii. ax. Boricalt

salads ; used metap

“relish”; (Pope, * :al!:'{
Jater ““salt™); 1. 1i. 462.

SANDAL SHOON, consisting of
soles tied to the feet ; (skoom, nc‘haic
plural); (Qq., ¢ Sendall”); IV. v. 26.

SANs, without ; IIL iv. 79

SATE, satiate; L. v. 56,

SATYR, taken as a type of deformity;
L ii. 140,

Saws, maxims ; L v. 100,

SAY'ST, say'st well; V, i 29.

'SBLoop, & corruption of ‘‘God's
blood" ; an oath ; 1. ii. 384.

ScANN'D, carefully i s IL

iii. 7s.

‘Scarxs, escapes ; 1. iii. 38.

Sc‘?x.ri’.o, put on loosely like a scarf;

Wil x

Scnoun,a'- man of learning, and hence
versed in Latin, the ge of
exorcists; L. i. 42

ScHooL, univer:ilz 3 Lk xx3.

Sconce, colloquial term for head ; V.
L 110

——, ensconce ; (Qq., Ff., ‘“silence”);
IIL iv. 4.

Scorg, utmost aim ; II1. ii. 229.

ScOURGE, punishment ; IV. iii. 6.

ScrIMERS, fencers ; 1V. vii. 101.

ScuLLION, the lowest servant ; used as
a term of contempt ; IL ii. éi6.

SEA-GOWN ; *¢ vine ; a mom;
or a coarse, high-collared, short-



Prince of Denmark s

hi 4.

to

| ‘fovm. g
the mid-leg, and used most by sea-

men, and éaylon" (Cotgrave); V.
b S
Sx.u.a’i “to them 5. %, to ratify

ive
by action ; ﬂl. ik 417.
SEA OF TROUBLES, (v. ‘‘take arms,”)

ete.
SEASON, temper, restrain ; 1. ii.
ri;;en' Ll 81, o
qnalify; 1L i. 28.

-
o 2

y s IIL i
Sl"c‘t?l& careless, unsuspicious ; (John-

saon, secret™); L v, gil "
EEMING, appearance ; 111, ii. ga.
SEIZED OF, possessed of ; I. §. 8?.
SEMBLABLE, equal, like } V. ii. 124.
SENECA; “S. cannot be too heavy,”
alluding to the rhetorical
l:l

plays taken as models for traged:
the Academic play-wrights; II.
bt .
Sensk, foling; senslbility; IIL iv.
I
Szusml.v feelingly ; (F. 1, *‘semei-
ble™); § . Vo 2800
Sk orreEnDENDO, Clown's blunder for

s s Vi .
SEQUENT, consequent, following; V.
n.
SERGEANT, sheriff's officer ; V. ik 347.
SkT, regard, esteem ; IV, ili. 64.
St vl L b b
H I
SHALL Al.ou'c. shall go along ; IIL iii.

4

SHAPE; ‘to ours.”, to act our part;
IV, vii. 151 R

SHARDS, fragments of pottery; V. i.

254

SHARK'D UP, pi up without selec-

Sﬁou; Iln-l:hmen lustre ; I11. ii. 167,
HEEN s 5 IIL il 167,

Sulrr'xo. enveloped in t‘\mxds; L i
1185

Glossary.

SHENT, put to the blush, reproached ;
7 N }

SHORT ; akept 8", kept, as it were,

tethered, under coantrol § IV. i. 18,

SuouLp, wonld ; IIL. ii. 316.

SMREDS AND PATCHES, nﬁudlng to the
motley dress worn by the clown, and
generally by the Vice; IIL iv. 10s.

SHREWDLY, keenly, piercingly ; L. iv. 1.

SHRIVING-TIME, time for confession

absolution ; V. ii. 47.

SIEGE, rank ; IV, vii. {7.

SiMpLE, silly, weak; L. ii. 97.

SIMPLES, herbs ; IV, viL. 148

SiTH, since ; V. iv. 12

SKIRTS, ouf borders ; L. i g7.

SLANDER, abuse ; L iii. 1‘313.

ing in sledges; I. i.

OLEDDED, tra
Svips, faults, offences ; II. i. 22.
SLIVER, a small h of a tree; IV,

vil. 3‘5.

So..ms , IIL i. 69 ; provided that, IV.
Ay 8

St;n;..v, slowly ; (Ff. ‘“‘sq/edy™); IV.
\

S%rga' You Now, hush, be quiet; IIL

SoiL, stain; I. iv. 20.
SoLE, only } IIL. iii. 77.
SoLICITED, urged, moved ; V. ii. 369
SOMETHING, somewbat; (Ff. ‘‘some-
SOUM"); i.fiii. ulx. Li
METIMES, formerly ; 1. §. 49.
SoRT, lno-;'ute' 1L it 274
—~——, turn out ; I i. 109
SOVERRIGNTY ; :‘yonr s, of reason”,
the command of your reason ; I. iv.

73
Sr‘liz?mvx, passionate, impetuous;
ol @
SPRINGES, snares; I iii. 11
SPURNS, kicks; V. v.6 s
STAND ME UPON, be incumbent on me §

V. il 6
STAR, tpten; 1L fi. 141,

03



Glossary.

S1;A'ng.u, attitude in nanding; 111,

STATISTS, statesmen ;
S'n\runs, pamcu l’ m es of re-

for
sect.mng debts, which thmbv become
e upon the party’s land”
(Rnson s V.i l. 113
S'I‘AV wait for ; V. n s 94
STAY D, waited ; 1. iii.
STAYS, waits l'or me;
STAY UPON, await ; ill
STICK FIERY orr, ‘‘stand in
relief” ;

ﬂ iii. gs.
il. 12,
brilliant

STIFFLY, strongl 4 Lv. 95
StiLL, nlwnys 3 { i 122,
S'rrrnv. muthy, (F. L, ‘Stythe” ;
f. 2, 3, 4 'St:tla' Theobald,
‘Smt& ") 1L 89.

S'rom\cu, courage; L i. 100,

Stoup, drinking cup; V. i. 68,

STRAIGHT, m-alghtway, IL ii. 451,

STRANGER; ‘“‘as a 8.”, r.e. without
doubt or question; L v. 16s.

STREWMENTS, strewing of flowers over
the c and grave; V. i, 256,

STRIKE, last, dunoy by their influ-

enze; L. i. 162

Stuck, thmst' .an _abbreviation of

stoccato ; 1V, vii. 1

SusjJECT, subjects, ple; I i 72
SUCCI'.SSI’ON, uture ;. ? ll:3 -
. ik

218.
SULLIES, stains, blemlshes II i. 39.
Suu. “too much i’ the s.”, probubly
T)nbbhng allusion to the old pro-
verb ‘‘Out of heavens blessing into
the warm sun,”=out of comfort,
miserable ; L. ii. 67.
SUPERVISE, supervision, perusal; V.
i, 23.
Sunl.n\ucn, dalliance, amusement ;

. 9.
Surm.v aiding ; IL ii. 24.
Sums’u., opn%on L i 18

om Hamlet,

Swnppuuccm swaddling clothes;
‘ IL ii. 401,
Swm, sweelhmt I i 23
Swinisk ; “with s, phrase”, ; is;y all-
ing us swine; n&a pun on ‘ Sweyn
has been fou the phnse),
iv. 19.

WITZERS, Swiss zuxrds .

“Swissers™) ; IV, v. (@

SWOOPSTAKE, sweeps e. (the term
is taken from a game of cards, the
winner sweeping or drawing the
whole stake); IV. v. 142,

'SWOUNDS, a corru jon of Gods
wounds; an oath § L u.

SwOUNDS, swoons, fain q. 2-5,
Ff. 1, 2, “sounds”); V. ki 3:

TABLE, tablet L v. ¢8.
TABLES, dum-book ;
1. v. 107,
TAINTE, stains, blemishes ; II. i. 32.
TAKE ARMS AGAINST ASEA an allu-
sion to & custom attributed to the
Kelts by Aristotle, Strabo, and other
ters ; ‘‘they throw themselvesinto
the foamm floods with their swords
dnun in their h:nds. elc. (I"Iun-
ing’s trans, of Aeclian’s Histories
!576), IIL i 5o

TAkEs, affects, enchants; (Ff. x. z,
“Gtalba'“ Ff. 3, 4, “‘talks”); 1.
103.

TAKE vou, pretend ; IL. i. ¢

TARDY ; “come t. off,” Iteing too

feebly shown ; IIL ii. 28

TARRE, incite ; II ii. 370.

Tax’D, cens: 3. L iv. 18,

TEeLL, count ; I. 1i. 238,

Tmr::nn)n, eompounded (FL. “fem-
2 V. ii. 3

Tmn.l,( ed to the body); L. iii

'l‘m, wait; IV. il 47.

TENDER, tepn'l, have a care for; L.
i, 207.

804
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TeENDERS, s L fii. 106,

TeNT, probe ; II. ii. 626.

TERMAGANT, a common character in
! ted as a

the m o represen

most m?nytl’thyg'nt; often referred
to in_association with Mahoun, and
seemingly as a Saracen god; i

15

TaTTER, a diseased thickening of the
skin; L. v, 71.

THAT, that which; IL ii. 7.

——, so that ; IV. v. 217,

THRFT, the tfxing stolen ; IIL. ii. g4,

THEREABOUT OF IT, that part of it;
1L ii. 468. :

THEWs, sinews, bodily strength; I.
i, 12.

THIEVES OF MERCY, merciful thieves;
IV. vi. 20

THINKING} ‘“‘not th. on,” not bein
thought of, being forgotten ; III. i1

143
Tl-lﬁx'sr THER, secems it to thee;
(Qa. “ think thee”); V. ii. 63.
THOUGHT, care, anxiety ; IV, v. 188,
THOUGHT-SICK, sick with anxiety;
IIL iv. 510
THRIFT, profit ; I11. ii. 67.
THROUGHLY, thoroughly ; IV. v. 136.
TICKLE O' THE SERE, easily moved

to laughter; used lly of a
musket in which the “‘sere™ or
trigger is ‘‘tickle,” e “easily

moved by a touch ” ; IL ii. 337.

TiMBER'D § ¢‘too tlishtly t.”, made of
too light wood 3 IV, vii. 22,

TiMmE, tixe temporal woid; 1L i 70.

TINCT, dye, colour ; III iv. g1.

To, compared to; I ii. 140.

To-po, ado § 1L, n..ig69. .

ToiLs, makes to toil ; 1. i. 72.

Too T00, (used with intensive force);

Tl. ii. 129, " -
'oPP’'D, oOvel ?ped, surpassed. A
“gast"); IV. vii. 89,

Toucxu'p, implicated ; IV. v, 207.

Glossary.

Towarp, forthcoming, at hand; I i.
77
Tc;v.! IN BLOOD, & passing fancy ; I. iii.

Tovs, fancies ; I. iv. 75
TRACE, follow s V.ii 12,
TRADE, business ; III. ii.
TRANSLATE, transform,

6.
ange ; 111,

i. 113

TRAVEL, stroll, go on tour in the pro-
vinces (used technically) ; IL ii. 343.

TRICK, toy, trifle, IV. iv. 61 ; faculty,

skill, V. i. g9 ; habit, IV, wii. 1

Trick'D, adorned; a term of

dry ; IL. ii. 47¢. .

TrisTFUL, sorrowful ; IIL iv. so.

TRoPICALLY, figuratively ; IIL ii. 247.

TRUANT, idler ; L ii. 173.

TRUANT, roving ; L. ii. 169.

TRUE-PENNY, honest fellow ; 1. v. 150,

TRUMPET, trumpeter ; L. i. 150,

TRUSTER, believer ; L. ii. 172,

TurN Turk, change utterly for the
_v.wrge; (a proverbial phrase); III.
ii. 287.

TWELVE FOR NINE; this phrase,
according to the context, must mean
‘“‘twelve to nine,” 7.e. twelve on one
side, to nine on the other; V. ii, 173.

TVYRANNICALLY, enthusiastically, vehe-
mently ; IL ii 356

ere

UMBRAGE, shadow; V., ii. 125,
UNANELED, not having received ex-
treme unction ; L. v. 77.
UNBATED, not blunted, without a
button fixed to the end 3 IV, vii. 139,
UNBRACED, unfastened ; II. i. 78.
UNCHARGE, not charge, not accuse;
IV. vii, 68,
UNDERGO, bear, endure; L iv. 34.
UNEFFECTUAL ; “‘u, fire ;” 7.e. ineffec-
tual, being “fost in the light of the
Umoming"; l;l;l?o. _—
NEQUAL, un ly ; IL il 493.
UNGALLED, ..Z%m; IIL ii. 283.
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Uncorep, unwounded 3 V. ii. 961,
UNGRACIOUS, graceless; 1. iii. 47.
Ul:l:leoum'n, vidwuxl having received
t; I v. 27,
UNIMPROVED, nm' ployed" , notd’m
" i.e
“smapproved”);
Ur;lon, fine orient pearl; (Q.
“ Vmice"” ; % 36, ¢ Onqu'
“Onixe”); V. ii. 28
Uy'x:znu, discover, i’m:lou; IIL
i.

UNLIMITED ; “poemu.”, Z.¢. (] y)
regardless of the Unities of Time and
Place ; IL. ii. 419. "

UNMASTER'D, unbridled ; 1. {ii. 32,

Urlclr.l‘l.cu.\m, unapt, indifferent to;

11, 595.

UNPREVAILING, unavailing, useless; 1.
. 107.

Uun:zomou'b, unsuitable ; L. iii. 6o.

UNRECLAIMED, untamed, wild ; II. i.

34.
UNSHAPED, confused ; IV. v. 8.
UNSIFTED, untried ; 1. iii. 102.
UnsiNgw'D, weak ; IV, vii. 10
UNSURE, insecure ; IV. iv. s1._
UNVALUED, low born, mean ; 1. m.lex:.
UNWRUNG, not wrenched, ungalled;
111, ii. 253.
Unvoke, your day's work is done;

V.i. 39. . )
Up, “drink u.” (used with intensive
force) ; V. i. 299.

UroN; ‘u. your hour’, i.e. on the
stroke of, just at your i. 6.
UPON MY SWORD, i.e. Swear upon

my sword, (the hilt being in form of
across); L. v. 147. .
UpsHoT, conclusion ; V. ii. 39s.
Up-8PRING, the wildest dance at the
old German merry-makings; 1.
iv. o

VAED 118, lowered eyelids ; L. ii. 70.

2,
or

of Hamlet,

V&mcm,adunedwm:nbaxd; IL

443,
VALIDITY, value, worth ; III. ii. 199
VANTAGE ; “of v.”, from an advan-

position, or opportunit;
:Wubunm); L iii. 33. 4
VARIABLE, vanous ; IV, i 2s.
VasT, void; (s0o Q. 1; Q. 2, F. 1,
‘wast'; Ff. 2, 3, 4, ‘waste’); L. ii.

198

VENTAGES, holes of the recorder ; 11I.
ii. 327.

Vice or xINGs, buffoon, clown of a
king; alluding to the Vice, the
comic character, of the old ity
plays ; IIL iv. 8.

VIDELICET, that is to say, namely ; IL

i. 61.
Vllcovn; “gidden v.”, rapid power;
. V.
VioLET, emblem of faithfulness; IV,
v. 184+
VIRTUE, power; IV. v. 155.
VISITATION, visit ; I1. ii. 5.
Voice, vote, opinion ; V. ii. 260
V?‘vcum; “ qble:., hlureeovenu",
a 7 y

y wi

the one usually suffered, and is so

denominated from fwo persons (the

latter of whom is always the common
, or some such inferior peuonr
g successively , or

upon, to warrant the tenant’s title ”

itson) ; V. i 114

WaG, move ; II1. iv. 39.

WAKE, hold nightly revel ; L iv. 8

WANDERING STARS, planets ; V. L. 279.

WANN'D, turned pale; IL. ii.

Wilim-rong effeminate w g; V.
. 3100

——, wantonly; IIL iv. 183,

WANTONNESS, affectation ; III. i 152,

WARRANTY, warrant ; V. i. sso.

WASH, sea ; IIL ii. 166,

WASSAIL, drinking bout; Liv.g.
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WATCH, stateof sleeplessness; 1. ii. 148. | W

WATER-FLY (applied to Osric); “a
water-fly skips up and down upon the
surface of the water wilhou:n;n
apparent purpose or reason

the proper emb): of a busy
trifler ” (Johason) ; V. ii. 84.

WAvES, beckons; (FL “was¥s™); I

iv.

ion inste Of"l.‘ tion of
regard, 7.c. ‘‘as for us; ive 54
WEEDS, robes ; IV, vii. 81.
WELL-TOOK, well undertaken ; IL ii. 83.
WHARF, bank; L v. 33
WHAT, who iv.vit
WHEEL, the burden or reframn of a

song, (or, the spinning-
wheel to which it may be sung);
IV, v. 172,

WHETHER, (monosyllabic) ; IL. ii. z7.

WHicH, :ﬁo; IV. vii. t

WHOLESOME, reasonable, sensible;
III. ii. 328,

WILDNESS, madi s 1L & 4

WiLL; “virtue of his will,® ¢.e. his
virtuous intention ; I. iii. 16,

WIND ; ““to recover the w, of me,” a
lnmting term, meaning to get to
wind of the game, so that it
may not scent the toil or its pur-
suers I1L ii. 361.

WINDLASSES, winding, indirect ways;
1I. i. 6s.

WINKING; ‘“‘given my heart a w.”,
closed the eyes of my heart ; (Qq. 2-

, ¢ working™); I1. il 137.

Wirmoynn. vide ‘_‘_Fond”z
1T, 3 IL ii. go.

WITHAL, with L. iii, 8.

WITHDRAW ; r‘;tg w. with yg:l-l," “to

a word in private with you”
(gchmidt); 1IL ii. 360,

WITHERS, the part between the shoul-
der-blades of a borse ; I1L. ii. 253.

WiTnn's, within this ; 111 ii. 135

68.
W:;."mgl we”, n_‘sed loosely after | W

Glossary.

ITTENBERG, the University of Wit
tenberg (founded s L
ngnn-}voovnnm:s:t’r)nck wiv.lhl 3;nr

wpnne; V. i 28 be brai

'00DCOCKS, birds supposed to in-
less ; hence proverbial use ; L. iii. v1s.

Woo'r, c:.nuu:twn of wonldst thow ;

- L 29

Worp, watch-word ; 1. v. 110.

ORLDS; ‘‘both the w.”, this world

and the next ; IV, v. 134,

WouLp, wish ; 1. ii. agg.

WOUNDLESS, invul le; IV. i 44

WRECK, ruin ; II. i. 113,

WR=ETCH, here used as a term of en-
dearment ; 11, ii. 168,

Wrir; “law of w. and liberty”, pro-
bably a reference to the plays written
with or without deoomm,,:’.:. the

1 ') art, =

1” and P“Y‘;

(according to some,=‘‘adhering to

the text or extemporizing when need

requires”); IL. ii. g2z,

YAUGHAN § “get theeto Y. " (so F. 13
%. 3, “ get thee in and"”); probably
the name of a well-known keeper of
an ale-house near the Globe, perha;
the Jew, ‘‘one Johan,” alluded to in
£ Mtztsl out of kis Humour, V.
iv.3 V. i.68.

Yaw, stagger, move unsteadily; (a
nautical term); V. if. 120, vi (
YEOMAN'S SERVICE, good service, such
as the yeoman performed for his lord ;
(Qq. 3,3, 4 “ﬁeg«am"); V. ii. 36,

YxsTy, Ioamy; L il 1

YoORIcKk, the name of a jester, lamented
by Hamlet ; perhaps a corruption of
its English vn‘:l e (i h ge
its En equivalent ; (the e
poasibfy contains a tribute to (ge
comic actor Tarlton); V. i. 198.

YourseLF ; “in y.", for yourself, per-
sonally 3 IL i. 71.

€ nlagel, 1o 1
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Notes.

L. 1. 63. ¢ He smote the sledded Polacks on the ice’; Q. 1,Q, 2, F. 1,
¢ pollax,’ variously interpreted as ¢ Polacks,’ ¢ poleaxe,’ &, ; there is
very little to be said against the former interpretation, unless it
be that ¢ the ambitious Norway ’ in the previous sentence would
lead one to expect ¢ the sledded Polack,’ a commendable reading
originally proposed by Pope.

L i. 108-125. These lines occur in the Qq., but are omitted
in Ff,

L i. 167. ¢ eastward, s0 Qq. ; Ff., ¢ casterne’ ; the latter reading
was perhaps in Milton’s mind, when he wrote:—

 Now morn Aer rosy steps in th' eastern clime
Advancing, sowed the earth with orient pearls.”

ar. Lost, v. 1.
L ii. 9. ¢t0”; the reading of Qq.; Ff., ¢of.’
I ii. 58-60. Omitted in Ff.
L iil. 12. ¢his temple’ ; 80 Qq.; Ff., ¢ his temple,”
I, iil. 16. ¢ will, s0 Qq. ; Ff., *fear.’
L iii. 13. Omitted in Qq.
1. iii, 26, ¢ particular act and place,’ 80 Qq.; Ff., peculiar sect and

Soree?
L, iii. 9. Polonius’ precepts have been traced back to Euphues’

advice to Philautus; the similarity is certainly striking (vide

Rushton’s Shakespeare's Euphuism); others see in the passage a

reference to Lord Burleigh’s ¢ ten precepts,’ enjoined upon Robert
208
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Cecil when about to set out on his travels (French’s 84adespearcana
Genealogica, v. Furness, Vol. Il., p. 239).

L iii. 65. ¢ comrade’ (accented on the second syllable), so F. 1 ;
Qq. (also Q. 1), ¢ cowrage.’

L iii. 74. ¢ Are of a most select and generous chicf in that’ ; 30 F. 15
Q. 1, are of a most select and general chicfe in that’; Q. 2, ¢Or of a
most seloct and gemerous chicfe in that’ ; the line is obviously incorrect ;
the simplest emendation of the many proposed is the omission of
the words ¢ of 2’ and ¢ ckigf,’ which were probably due to marginal
corrections of ¢is’ and ¢best? in the previous line:—

8¢ Are most select and genevous in that”
(Collier ¢ choice’ for ¢ chief’ ; Staunton *sheaf, ' i.c. set, clique, sug-
gested by the Euphuistic phrase “ gentlemen of the best sheaf ”).

L iii. 109. ¢ Running,’ Collier’s conj. ; Qq. ¢ Wrong’; F. 1 ¢ Roam-
ing’ ; Pope, ¢ Wronging’; Warburton, ¢ Wronging’; Theobald,
¢ Ranging,’ &ec.

L iil. 130, ¢4awds’; Theobald’s emendation of ¢donds,’ the
reading of Qq. and F, 1.

L iv. 17-38, omitted in F, 1 (also Q. 1).

L iv. 36-38.

¢ the dram of eale

Dotk all the moble substance ¢f a dowubt

To Ais own scandal’;
this famous crux has taxed the ingenuity of generationr of
scholars, and some fifty various readings and interpretations have
been proposed. The general meaning of the words is clear,
emphasizing as they do the previous statement that as a man’s
virtues, be they as pure as grace, shall in the general censure take
corruption from one particular fault, even so ¢ the dram of eale’
reduces all the noble substance to its own low level.

The difficulty of the passage lies in (i.) ¢ eale’ and (ii.) ¢ duth

320 209



Notes. om Hamlet,

e« of @ dwbt’; a eimple explanation of (1) is that ¢cale’ =
¢ il i.e. ¢evil? (similarly in Q. 2, IL {i, 627, ‘deale’ = ¢dile’=
¢devil”). 'The chief objection to this plausible conjecture is that
one would expect something rather more definite than ¢ dram of
evil’; it is said, however, that ¢ cale’ is still used in the sense of
¢ repmch ? in the western counties. Theobald proposed ¢ base,’
probably having in mind the lines in Cymbeline (Ill v. 88):—
“ From whose so many weights of &
A dram of worth be drawn.”

As regards (ii.), no very plausible emendation has been proposed ;
¢ of a doubt* has been taken to be a printer’s error for ¢ often dont,
Soft endoubt,’ * offer doubty’ ¢ oft work out,’ &c. ‘To the many questions
which these words have called forth, the present writer is rash
enough to add one more :—Could, perhaps, ¢doth of a doubt ’=
deprives of the benefit of adoubt ? Is there any instance of ‘do ’
in XVIth century English = ‘deprive’; the usage is common in
modern English slang,

L iv. 75-78, omitted in F, 1.

L v, 22. ¢ List, list, O, list /° 30 Qq. ; F. 1 ‘list, Hamlet, ok list.

IL i, The stage direction in Qq. :—ZEnter old Polonius, with his
man or two; Ff., Polonius and Reynaldo ; in Q. 1, Reynaldo is called
Montano, hence perhaps the reading of later Qq.

IL i. 4. “to make inguire’ ; 80 Qq.; Ff. read, ¢ you make inguiry)

IL ii, 17. Omitted in Ff,

IL 1. 73. “three’; so Q. 1and Ff.; Qq. read ¢ threescore.’

IL ii, 215-216, 244-276. ‘The reading of Ff.; omitted in Qq.

1L ii. 336-338. ‘the clown . .. sere,’ omitted in Qq.; wide
Glossary, % TickLe 0’ THE sEre.”

IL ii. 346, 347. “I think their inhibitiox comes by the means of
e late innovation * ; wide PREFACE.
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IL ii. 352-379. Omitted in Qq.

1L, il 354-358, ¢p. :—
4 I saw the children of Poewles last night :
And troth they pleas’d me pretty, pretty well,
- The apes, in time, will do it handsomely.
— I like the andience that frequenteth theve
With muck applanse.”
Jack Drum's Entertainment (1601)

IL ii. 468. ¢ Aneas’ tale of Dido’; one cannot but believe that
Hamlet’s criticism of the play is throughout ironical, and that
the speeches quoted are burlesque, ¢ The fancy that a burlesque
was intended,” wrote Coleridge, % sinks below criticism ; the
lines, as epic narrative, are superb’’; perhaps he would have
changed his mind, and would have recognised them as mere
parody, if he had read Dido, Queen of Carthage, a play left incom-
plete by Marlowe and finished by Nach (. eg. Act Il Sc. i,
which seems to be the very passage Shakespeare had in view).

IL ii. 487. Omitted in Ff.

IL ii. 496. “Then semseless llium’; 527, mobled . . . good’
omitted in Qq.

IL ii. §42. ¢ whether * ; Malone emendation ; Qq., Ff., ¢ where’
(i.e. C wRere=whether’).

IL ii. §64. ¢ a specch of some doxen or sixteen lines’ ; there was much
throwing about of brains in the attempt to find these linesin the
play-scene iu Act IIL. Sc. ii. ¢ The discussion,” as Furness aptly
puts it, “is a tribute to Shakespeare’s consummate art,” and the
view of this scholar commends itself—viz,, that ¢ in order to give
an air of probability to what everyone would feel [otherwise]
highly improbable, Shakespeare represents Hamlet as adapting
an old play to his present needs by inserting in it some pointed

lines.”
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Notes. or Hamlet,

IL ii, 619 :—
% Hum, I have heard
That guilty creatures, sitting at a play,” &c.,
vide Heywood’s Apology for Actors, where a number of these stories
are collected ; perhaps, however, Shakespeare had in mind the
plot of A Warning for Faire Women, a play on this theme pub-
lished in 1599, referring to a cawse célébre which befell at Lynn in
Norfolk.

ML i, 13-14. ¢ Niggard of question, but of our own demunds most free ;
Hanmer, ¢ Most free of our question, but ts our demands most niggard’;
Warburton, ¢ Most free of gquestion, but of our demand: most
niggard’ ; Collier MS,, ¢ miggard of our question, but to our demands
most free

IIL i. §9. ¢ fo take arms against a sea of troubles’ &e. ; the alleged
confusion of metaphors in this passage was due to the commen-
tator’s ignorance, not to Shakespeare’s ; vide Glossary, ‘takearms.’

IIL i, 79, 80:—

 The undiscoves ed countyy from whase bourme
Ne traveller returns.”
- In Catullus’ Blegy on a Sparrow, occur the words :—
8 Qui nunc it per iter tenebricosum
Illuc unde negant redire gueng ”

111, i, 148. ¢ paintings’ ;80 (Q. 1) Qq. ; F. 1,¢ prathings* ; Ff. 2, 3,
4y ¢ pratling’ ; Pope,  painting’ ; Macdonald conj. ¢ prascings.’

IIL ii, 36. ¢ nor man’; s0 Qq. ; Ff., ‘or Norman.’

‘L i, 49. There is a striking passage in Q. 1, omittedin Q. 2
and F., concerning those ¢ that keep one suit of jests, as a man is
known by one suit of apparell’ ; the lines have a Shakespearian -
note, and are probably of great interest.

HL ii. 145. Much has been said to explain the introduction of
32
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the dumb-show ; from the historical point of view its place in a
court-play is not surprising, wide Glossary, ¢ Dums Suow.’
IIL, ii. 177. The reading of the Ff. ; Qq. is:—

¢ For women _feare o0 muck, even as they love,
And women's fear and love holds guantity.”
Johnson believed that a line was lost rhyming with */ove.’

IIL ii. 178. ¢ In neither aught, or in extremity’; Malone’s emenda-
tion ; Ff., ¢ In ncither ought,’ &c. ; Qq., ¢ Eyther none, in ncither ought’,
&e.

ML ii. 214. “favourite’; F. 1, ¢ faveurites,’ a reading for which
much is to be said.

1L ii, 249. ¢ Fienna’ ; Q. 1, ¢ Guyana’ ; for ¢ Gonzago,’ Q. 1 reads
Albertus, who is throughout called Duke; in Q. 2 it is always
King ; except here where Hamlet says ¢ Gonzago is the Duke's
name.’

111, i, 264, ¢ The croaking raven doth bellow for revenge’ ;
cp.  The screcking raven sits croaking for revenge,
Whole herds of beasts comes bellowing for revenge.”
The True Tragedie of Rick. I11.

IIL ii. 409. ¢bitter business as the day’ ; so Ff.; Qq. read ¢ business
as the bitter day.

1L iii, 7. Jumacies’ ; so Ff.; Qq., ‘browes.’

111 iii, 79. ¢hire and salary’; so Ff.; Qq. misprint, ¢base and
silly.”

L iv. 71-76, 78-81, 161-165, 167-170, 202-210, omitted in
Ff.

1L iv. 169. ‘And cither . . . the devil’; some such word as
¢ master, ¢ quell,’ ¢ shame,’ has been omitted in Qq., which read ¢ and

cither the devil.,’
213



Notes. o7 Hamlet,

IV. L. 4. Omitted in Ff,

IV. i 40-44. F. 1 omits theee lines, and ends scene with the
wcrds—

 And what's untimely done. Ok, come away,
My soul is full of discord and dismay.”

Theobald proposed to restore the line by adding ¢for, haply,
slander.

1V, ii. 19, ¢/ikcan ape’ ; s0 Ff.; Qq., ¢ like an apple’; Farmer
conj. ¢like an ape, an apple’ ; Singer, from Q. 1, ¢like an ape doth
muts’ 3 Hudson (1879), ¢ as an ape doth muts.

1V, ii. 25, € 4 knavish speecch sleeps in a foolisk car’; a sentence
proverbial since Shakespeare’s time, but not known earlier.

IV. ii. 32. ¢p. Psalm cxliv., ¢ Man is like a thing of naught’;

, 32-33, ¢ Hide fox, and all after,’ the reading of Ff, ; omitted in Qq.

V. iii. 27-30. Omitted in Ff,

IV. iii, 43. ¢ this deed, for thine®; 80 Qq. 5 Ff., ¢ decd of thine, for
thine,’

IV. iii. 45. ¢ with fiery quickness’ ; so Ff, ; omitted in Qq.

IV, iii. 70. ‘my Aaps, my joys were neer begun’; so Ff.; Qq.,
‘my haps, my joyes will nere begin’; Johnson conj. ¢ my Aopes, my
Jfoys are not begun’ ; Heath conj. ¢’¢ may hap, my joys will ne’er begin’ ;
Collier MS.,  my Aopes, my joyes were ne're begun’ ; Tachischwitz,
S my joys will né'er begun.’

IV.iv. 3. ¢Craves’; s0 Qq.; Ff. 1, 2, ¢ Claimes.’

IV, iv. 9-66. the reading of the Qq.; omitted in Ff,

IV, v. 14-16; Qq. and Ff, assign these lines to Horatio;
Blackstone re-arranged the lines as in the text.

IV. v. 38. ¢ grave,’80 Q. 1, Ff. ; Qq., “ground’ ; < did go’ ; Pope’s
emendation of Qq. ; Ff., ¢ did not go.’

IV. v. 48-55. Song in Qq. ; omitted in Ff.
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IV. v. 77. ¢ Death, 0°; QQq., ¢ eath, and now behold, 3.

IV, v. 89. ¢ Feeds on his wonder* 3 Johnson’s emendation ; Qq.,
¢ Feeds on this wonder’; Ff., ¢ Keepos on his wonder* ; Hanmer, ¢ Feeds
on his anger,’

1V. v. 96. ¢ Alack, what meise is this’ ; omitted in Qq.

IV. v. 119, ‘wnsmirched brows’; Grant White’s emendatien ;
F. 1, ‘unsmirched brow,”

IV. v, 160-163, 165, omitted in Qq.

IV. v. 166, ¢ rain'd’; so Qq.; Ff. 1, 2, ¢ raines.’

IV, v.172-173. “ It is the false steward,’ &c. ; the story has not
yet been identified.

IV. v. 195, ¢p. ¢ Bastward Hoe® (1604), by Jonson, Marston, and
Chapman, for a travesty of the scene and this song (Act IIL
Sc. i.).

IV. vi. 2. ¢ Seca-faring men®; s0 Qq. ; Ff. read ¢ Sailors.’

IV, vii, 14. ¢Shke's so conjunctive’; s0 Ff.; Qq. read ¢ Ske is s0
concline’ 5 Q., 1676, * She is s0 precious.’

IV. vii, 22. ¢/owd awind) 0 Ff. ; Qq. 2, 3, ¢lewed Arm'd’; Qq.
4y 5 ¢ boued armes.’

IV. vii. 69-82. ‘my lord . . . gravemess’; omitted in Ff.; so,
too, Il 115-124.

IV, vii, 163. ¢ But stay, what moise?’; the reading of Qq.;
omitted in Ff,

IV. vii. 193. *dowts’; Knight’s emendation; F. 1, doubts’;
Qq., ‘drownes’ | .

IV, vil.179.¢tunes*; 0 F. 1and Q. 1 ; Q. 2, ¢ Jaud:’ (i.e. chants),

V. i. 39-42, 114-116, ‘isthis . . . recoveries’; 130, 202,
omitted in Qq.

V. i. 269. ¢treble woe’; the reading of Qq. 2,3, 6; F. 1, “ter-
rible woer’ ; Ff, 2, 3, 4, $terrible wooer.’
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V. 1. 299, $ woo't drink wp eisel’; vid. Glossary, ¢cisel’;
various emendations ¢ Weissel,' ¢ Yisel,’ (a northern branch of
Rhine), ¢ Nile,’ ¢ Nilus,’ are all equally unnecessary.

V.iig.¢pall’; 30 Q.25 F, 1, ¢parle’; Pope, ‘fail.’

V. ii. 31. $they,’ ie. my brains.

V. ii, 57, 68-80, Omitted in Qq. :

V. ii, 78. ¢court’ ; Rowe’s emendation of Ff., ¢ count.’

V. ii. 101, Sor’; Ff. read ¢ for.

V. ii, 110-149. These lines are omitted in Ff., which re
¢ Sir, yow are mot ignorant of what excellence Laertes is at his weapo

V. ii. 1 31 ¢ another tongwe’ ; Johnson conj. ¢a mother tor. .
Heath conj. *a mother tongue ?” No change is necessary ; it’
bit of sarcasm,

V ii. 161-162, Omitted in Ff.

V. ii, 195-196. ‘many more of the same breed’ ; 50 Qq.; F. 1 re
Samine more of the same Beauy’ ; Ff. 2, 3, 4, ¢ nine more of the same Bea

V. ii, 202-217, Omitted in Ff.

V. ii, 233-234. ¢ Since noman has aught of what ke leaves, what s
to leave betimes 2 Let be.” 'The reading is taken partly from t
Folios and partly from the Quartos; a long list of propo:
emendations is given by the Cambridge editors.

V. ii, 251, Omitted in Qq.

V. ii. 255, ¢ brother’; so0 Qq. ; Ff. read ¢ mother

V. ii. 298, ¢ He's fat and scant of breath’ ; wide Glossary, ¢ Fa

V. ii. 356. ¢live’; so Ff. ; Qq., ¢ I leave.’

V. ii. 394. ‘forced cause’; so Ff. ; Qq. read. for no cause.’
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